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A Letter From Washington.
D. C.,
July 2, 1896 .
Editor Plulomat!tean Montlzly_ :
I have received your letter of recent date inviting from me a communication for the Monthly. Having been for some time connected
with the Bureau of Patents, it has
occurred to me that something about
inventions and patents might be of
some interest to the society and the
readers of the paper. I know, too,
that the watchword of the society is
improvemeut, and certainly nowhere
is the fact that we are living in an
age of rapid advancement better demonstrated than in the U . S . Patent
Office. One is almost persuaded
that everybody is trying to think of
something new, notwithstanding the
Scriptural statement that there is
nothing new under the sun. Every
conceivable device possible within
the range of human understanding and imagination, from the
.delusive perpetual motion to the
matter-of-fact sod plow; from the
simple top of the school boy to the
most complicated cloth-finishing
machinery, is receiving constant attention at the hands of the inventors.
It is the policy of the Government
to encourage in every reasonable
way the spirit of invention, and
when something "new and useful"
has been invented, the inventor is
WASHINGTON,

1
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given exclusive right and title thereto for a period of seventeen years, at
the expiration of which time it becomes ~ublic property, unless by
special act of Congress the patent is
renewed.
On an average, over six hundred
applications for patents are made
every week, fifty-eight per cent of
which, or about three hundred are
granted .
The Patent Office is divided into
thirty-five ''Divisions' ' , each consisting of an Examiner-in-Chief,
eight or ten assistants, and the
necessary clerical force. To each
of these different divisions is assigned some particular class or classes
of inventions. For instance, one
will have to do with all applications
in the line of electricity; another has
all inventions in harvesting machines; to a third are sent all improvements in typewriters, linotype
machines, lamps and gas fittings,
and optics; while all games and toys
are assigned to still another di vision ;
and so on, through the whole catalogue of the classifiction.
Suppose a man has invented a
lawn mower; he writes up a full description of the construction and
operation of his machine, pointing
out especially the features which be
da1ms to be new, and desires to have
protected by "Letters Patent. "
This specification, together with
drawings showing the machine as a
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whole and in detail, _he submits to and letters on the part of the applithe Commissioner of Patents, at the cant are required before a case is
same time making oath that the in- ready for allowance.
Few inventors conduct their own
vention is his own, and that it has
not been in public use more than applications for patents, as in the
two years prior to the date of his present advanced state of most of
application, and asks that letters the arts it requires an expert to
patent be granted him. After get- write a specification so as to avoid
ting within the walls of the Patent existing patents, and which will at
Office, the application is first sent the same time secure full protection
to what is called the application di- to the new invention. Then too, it
vision. Here it is registered and . is often necessary to examine the
after ascertaining the nature of the office records in order to know just
invention, it is sent to the division what course to pursue, and interhaving charge of lawn mowers, views with the examiners in charge
where it is given to an assistant who of an application are frequently very
carefully examines the specification helpful in securing an early allowand drawings. In his examination ance. So, as a rule, it is economy
he is very likely to find some fea- to employ the services of a competent
tures described and claimed as being patent attorney.
Although scarcely a day passes
new and patentable that have already
that
some valuable invention is not
been covered by previous patent~ .
patented
, out of which handsome
These claims are ''rejected'' by the
fortunes
are made, yet it is proverexaminer, and he writes a letter to
bial
that
inventors generally die
the applicant so advising him, givpoor.
Many
of them engage in the
ing the. name of the patentee, and
manufacture
and
sale of their inventhe number and class of his patent
tions,
which
usually
results in a
on which the old features are
failure,
owing
partly
to
the fact that
rejected. The inventor answers by
they
do
not
as
a
rule
have
sufficient
submitting an amendent to his apcapital
to
get
the
invention
properly
plication, which either strikes out
the features embraced in the reject- before the public, and partly because
ed·claims, or, if he thinks the patents they are generally not business men.
cited do not anticipate his construc- The most common cause, however,
tion, he may re-write the claims, so of the abiding poverty of inventors
wording them as to avoid the pat- is that they place too high an esents referred to by the examiner. timate on their inventions, and are
This may call for another letter from not willing to qispose of them at a
the examiner, and so the correspond- fair price, .fearing that they will not
ence is continued until the case is realize all that it is possible to get
in condition for allowance, when a out of them. A case of this kinc.1
patent is issued covering those parts that came under my observation was
pf the machine which have finally that of a patent granted to a lady
been decided to contain patentable for a small attachment to a typenovelty. Sometimes as many a~ writer, the function of which was to
twenty-five or thirty letters by the reverse the feed as soon as the end
Office, and as many amend m~;1J.J$ .of 1t.h.~ J~.1.fe w~~ reached and automat-
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ically return the carriage to the have had time to recover from your
starting point, ready for the com- astonishment the shoe is blackened,
mencement of next line. She was the brushes cease a moment, and
offered $7 5,000.00 for the patent, you put the other foot on the block
to be taken through the same opera$25,000.00 of which was to be
in cash, and the remainder in tion; and in less than two minutes
stock in the company formed for it is all over and you are again on
the manufacture and sale of the at- your way.
A very novel conception of an
tachment. The offer was accepted,
Englishman,
although not yet patbut before the papers could be drawn '
ented,
is
the
idea
of settling the outup and the transfer completed, the
of-work
problem
by what he calls
newspapers gave a flattering account
an
automatic
employer.
He proof the merits of the invention, and
poses
to
build
a
dynamo
with
unwhen the time came for signing the
limited
capacity
for
storing
up
necessary papers she refused to do
energy,
·which
can
be
dealt
out
as
so unless the entire $15,000.00 were
heat,
light
or
power,
as
may
be
needpaid her in cash, losing sight of the
fact that, if she realized nothing ed. These automatic employers,
more, the $25,000.00 would make which are electrically connected wi_th
her independent for life. This of the dynamo, the proposer will place
·course caused a hitch in the pro- on the street comers in the sl urns,
-ceedings, and before the matter and wherever the unemployed are
-could be adjusted, some one else in- most likely to be found. By turnvented a device which accomplished . ing a crank attached to the employer
the same result in a little different a certain number of times, a nickel,
way, and the lady still owns her or a dime, as the case may be, will
patent, having no doubt lost the op- be pushed out for the crank turner,
as a reward for his labor and the
portunity of a life time.
One of the many ingenious inven- power he has generated. The protions recently patented is that of an cess can be repeated until he has
automatic boot-black. It is a earned enough to buy his breakfast
nickel-in-the-slot apparatus and has or p_ay for a night's lodging. While
attracted a great deal of attention, this may not be the most effectual
and not a little jealousy on the part way to dispose of the labor problem,
of the boys who make their living yet it goes to show that inventive
by wielding the blacking brush. genius is hard at work.
When you want a ''shine'', all you
Very truly yours,
have to do is to step up to the maJ. A. GARBER .
chine, take a seat on the comfortable
chair provided for you, put your Assyria in the Light of Modern Discove111•
foot on the block in the ordinary
An oration bv C. E. Trout.
manner, and drop a a.nickel in the
For centuries Assyria lay buried
slot. Immediately bnit:!iihes emerge
in
darkness too deep for man to
from a recess just oppos~rte the shoe,
penetrate,
and was looked upon by
which sl~p back and forth <0ver the
frm1.1t, sides and back of the shoe the whole world as a mighty empire
~~$ ;~1;1pb rrapidity 11,1,a,t ,l;:>_eJw·e you
,0f myths and fables , :au.t to-day the
. '"
'
...
(
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brilliant rays of modern .science and
civilization shine info these · remote
regions and bring back to life that
powerful empire that flourished so
many ages ago .
For centuries man knew comparatively nothing in regard to Assyria
except what is contained in the Old
Testament. Even in the time of
the great writers of Greece and
Rome, its name was a myth and no
such place was ever known·to exist.
Strange stories were told of Nineveh
and its king, whose conquests extended from the Mediterranean to
far off India.
Within the last half century,
through the labor of excavation,
and through the untiring efforts of
explorers among the ruins of the
cities of this empire, many interesting facts have been brought to light,
and our knowledge of Assyria has
been completely revolutionized.
That great·city, Nineveh , at one
time perhaps the most powerful city
of the world was buried beneath its
ruins, its history lost, its very sight
forgotten. Where once had existed
this queen city of the East, were
now heard the tread of armies and
the thunder of battle. The dwelling
places of kings and princes were
converted into a lair for wild animals .
After it had flourished for many
centuries, Nineveh disappeared from
the earth as completely as if enveloped by an earth-quake, and for
ages, it was entirely lost to the
world. Herodotus and Xenophon
make no mention of it, except as a
city whose site was lost . Many
people had begun to doubt its existence, and skeptics enquired sneeringly of the Christian , ''Where is
your great Nineveh that is mentioned in your Bible? The story of

Jonah and the whale is only a myth,
his book nothing but a fable , for no
such place as Nineveh ever existed.''
But after many long years of patient
research, ·ample and conclusive proof
has been obtained to establish , without a doubt , the existence of i this
Empire , and to-day · we have not
only the complete libraries of Ancient Assyria, but many figures and
illustrations representing the life of
the people who lived at that ·time .
By means of these·we can frace the
architectural plans of the Assyrian
palaces , and may even penetrate
into the inmost thoughts and. feelings of the people, and read their
history as they have told it themselves.
From these books and monuments
we learn that the Assyrians were
unlike many of their neighbors in
their mode of life . While the ad joining nations were engaged in
farming and domestic labor generally, the Assyrians were preparing
means by which they could carry
on warfare to the best advantage.
The Hebrew prophet says that the
nation was '' a mighty and strong
one, which as a tempest of hail and
destroying storm, as a flood of
mighty waters overflowing, cast
down to the earth with the hand ."
Its capital might well have been
called a city of blood. Few conquering races have been lenient toward the conquered , and ·no doubt
carnage and rnin followed in the
· wake of an Assyrian army, and
caused all people to fear and hate
them.
The Assyrian as we have him represented on the stones and slabs
which he has carved, is merciful to
him who pleads for mercy. ·He is
terrible in battle , slaying and. ca us-
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Botts and Layard have shown to
have been carried out literally and
in fact. As we thread our way
through the ruins of Nineveh, or
trace the after history of the deserted
and forgotten site, we see everywhere the fulfillment of Nahum's
prophecy. Thus Assyria with its
excavated ruins is a vast store-house
of information. Its records estab- .
lish beyond a doubt many facts that
had hitherto been considered as unhistorical. In the evidence that it
has furnished in support of the truth
of Sacred history, it seems as though·
a miracle had been wrought, so
grandly and nobly have modern
science and discovery united in support of the Hebrew Scriptures.
Higher Education of Women.
An oration by Sallie Smucker.

A long time ago Dr. Lyman
Beecher said: "We must educate,
we must educate, or short will be
our race from the cradle to the
grave.'' But at that time it was ·believed that a woman was an inferior
being and needed but little education. That theory is no longer tenable; the logic of events having
proven its falsity.
·where woman is free she proves
herself a fit companion for man and
her work compares favorably with
his. In science, in art, in literature,
and even in mathematics, she is not
unknown. The magazines are filled
with productions from her pen. It
is too late to talk of the inferiority
of woman. It would be just as wise
to endeavor to prove the impossibility of steamships crossing the sea.
And not only America realizes
this, but all over England, Scotland
and Ireland, university education

has been placed within the reach of
woman, and large numbers of
women have availed themselves of
it and have shown not only by their
educational honors, but by their
subsequent work in a great yariety
of directions, that the labor of cultivation has not been applied to an
ungrateful soil.
Russia has established Colleges
and Universities for women, and the
education given is a very accomplished one, and consists in preparing the young woman as well for
intellectual family life as for the
laborious life of a governess.
It is interesting to note that Germany, a country, of which we are
accustomed to think as being far
behind in the education of women,
is also coming to the front. And
even in India, as elsewhere, ''she
who rocks the cradle rules the empire.' ' Her schools are among the
best. In fact all of the most ci vi 1ized nations are taking actiye p:lrt
in establishing Universities for
women. In our own country,
among the colleges for women exclusively may he mentioned Vassar,
Wellesley, and Brym Mawr. These
colleges have a growing tendency
to make the higher education of
women effective and to direct their
efforts into channels which ·will lead
them to become better house-keepers
and more efficient workers in fields
peculiarly their own.
We think no one objects to girls
being educated , but many contend
that woman has no need of higher
education . Her position in life,
they say, does not require that
knowledge and training so essential
to every business man. That may
be true to a certain extent, but
everywhere ''knowledge is power''
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and ignorance is weakness, and we
see no reason why woman should
not take the same course of study
as her brother.
The object of all education is to
fit the individual for the duties of
life. Without entering into the
theological discussion of the question, we may consider that the object of life is to be happy i and to·be
happy it is necessary to be useful.
Education is not for society nor for
the giddy pleasures of the moment,
but for life-for usefulness. A girl
should be as independent and selfreliant as a boy. No one should
depend on fortune, for those who
feast in palaces to-day may want for
bread to-morrow .
Woman should be fitted for the
duties of'life, whatever they may be.
Unless she is able to do something
when she leaves school she is poorly
fitted for life. Nothing is more degrading than idleness. Many women are making sacrifices to Christianize the world, and are thus doing
noble work.
Napoleon once said that the great
need of France was mothers. It
was the lack of home training that
made France the scene of so many ineffectual revolutions. In America
the Revolution succeeded because the
mass of the people were brave, honest, true, and patriotic. Virtue was
the guardian of every home, and
the boys, as they _k nelt at their
mothers knee, were taught the lessons ofpatriotism and that allegiance
to right could never be a crime.
The first duty of every woman is
to make home pleasant. The mother is the soul of the home. Her
character determines the influence·
of home life upon others. Then is
it not right that woman should re-

ceive that higher education that will
enable her to discharge the duties
devolving upon her?
Woman having received the itttellectual culture that makes her
wise, and the practical knowledge
that makes her useful, needs that
faith and courage that will uphold
her in the darkest hoursi and noth ~
ing but religion can give her this.
It is religion that adorns the chat~
acter.
Now, notice for a moment, if you
please, the result of this higher edu.:.
cation and its effects upon woman
and her influences. She will have
a constitution that will resist disease,
and be capable of enduring f~tigue ;
She will have that knowledge and
practical skill of every day life that
will make home the sweetest spot
on earth. She will have that pure
and Religious Character that will
make her a wise counsellor for the
weary and despondent. She will
have that knowledge and culture
that will fit her for any duty oflife.
And she will be all in all the true
woman, the great natural result of
all instruction.
Nothing so adorns the character
of woman as a life of strict integrity.
Kindness and virtue are among the
jewels that all may possess. It is
this that makes life worth living and
:fits the soul for an ''eternal tenantry
in God's boundless Universe. "
One of our neighbors offers a lib·
eral reward for the man who tramps
down his wheat on his nocturnal
home-comings. He does not know
his name , but says he found a memoranduru book in the path he has
made, the notes being chiefly in
shorthand, with observations on the
best methods of teaching penmanship, etc.
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We were very much pained to
learn only recently . that .Mrs.
Koontz, -mother of our fellow student, C. E. Koontz, died very unexpectedly while returning to her
home in Augusta county from Commencement. The bereaved family
has our heartfelt sympat,h.y .
. Will not every subscriber to THE
MONTHLY make an earnest effort to
send us at least one new natne before school opens, and thus have
his own subscripton reduced forty
per cent as announced in our first
issue? Or who would not want to
do still better by sending us a club?
During the summer we have spent
considerable time in Franklin, W.
Va., the chief town of Pe~dleton
county. Franklin, like our own
Bridgewater, has no saloons, and a
more orderly town we never saw.
Sometimes we hear people talk
. about the time when whiskey was
kept in every cellar and men drank
it without restraint, and how there
still were fewer drunkards than now

and how local prohibition always
makes things worse, etc. Now \Ye
are ready to bear the charge of inexperience, ignorance, or what you
please, but if these statements are
true it seems very strange that such
a grat difference to the contrary is
so plainly noticeable.
A contributor reports that while
travelling recently in a neighboring
state he came across some rather
curious pets, among others more
common . At one house he was
very much entertained by the lively
antics of two tame squirrels in a
cage; at another place a pair of
plump woodchucks were exhibited;
further on a gentleman kindly let
him witness the maneuvers of a
large rattlesnake which was taken
from its cage and allowed to play
in the front yard for the visitor's
benefit; and other pets perhaps still
more odd than any. of these were
heard of.
Let all those who have intended
to write for our Correspondence
column, during vacation months,
and have not yet done so, send in
a letter for the September issue .
And let all others, who feel sufficiently interested in our paper to do
so, send in a short communication
for that number, 111 order that · as
many as possible may be heard from
in the opening month of next school
session.
We are in receipt of a certificate
in blank forn1 of ''Our Missionary
Reading CirclE,'' which was printed in India . The form is very finely
executed and contains Scriptural
quotations in six languages,-Marathi, Hebrew, Greek, Arabic, Guje-
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rathi, and English . The object of I
An~agonism.
the Reading Circle is to educate
We believe that a generous rivui y
our people to a realization of the between individuals and associa ~
need and benefits of Gospel Mis- tions in the same occupations is ofsions, and to that end provides a ten productive of beneficial results ;
most excellent three years' course but before that rivalry goes to an
of reading on pertinent subjects. unpleasant extreme it had better be
Books are furnished to members of \ restrained.
the Circle at reduced rates. For
Some time ago we chanced to
further information address either pick up a copy of a country paper
the president, W. B. Stover, Bulsar, that was one of two rivals in the
India, or Edith R. Newcomer, same town . On the editorial page
Secy., Waynesboro, Pa.
were no less than five distinct paragraphs aimed with very unple asant
We are glad to notice the increas- directness at the other paper; and
ing interest that is being taken in in four of these attacks the name of
the rival paper was used. It seems
THE MONTHLY by the public, as
is shown by our constantly growing to us that this spirit of antagonism
subscription list . It is gratifying was rather extreme, and reminds us of
to note that our people are not the spirit that seems to actuate most
holding back to see first, as is some- of the leaders in our political camtimes the case, whether the paper paigns, a desperate determination to
wi ll be able to survive its first ad- antagonize and out-do the opposite
vent or whether it will be blown party, no matter what the conseaway by the breath of somebody's quences may be ; for indeed the
criticism; for often the needed sup- chief duty of statesmanship seems
port is withheld until a new publi- often almost entirely lost sight of
cation has struggled through to solid amid the schemes and frauds of poliground and has shown itself able to tical strife.
stand without the aid which is then
Harriet Beecher Stowe's Last Letter.
generally forthcoming.
And if
on the other hand, . the enterprise
The last thing written by Mrs.
fails and the new paper ceases to Harriet Beecher Stowe, only a few
appear after the first few issues, days before her death, was a lovthen all the cautious people sagely ing acknowledgment to the public
nod their heads and congratulate for fond remembrances and tokens
themselves upon their discretion . and expressions of affectionate esNow if there should be any such teem, on her 85th birthday, which
persons holding aloof from the she sent to T!te Ladies' rlonic j ourPHILOMATHEAN MONTHLY for fear nal. In the next issue of this magit may die during the hot summer azine it will be published in fac
months or be blown away with the siniile. It reflects the beautiful
chilling blast of winter, we wish to nature of the .gifted authoress, and
say to them most respectfully that by her death has become her last
our paper has taken its contracts message to the American public.by the year and has come to stay. Ex.
1
1

1
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@ur Soci_el;j.

Chat from the Chair.
Friday Evening, August 7, I896.

OFFICERS.

President-J. w. WAYLAND, JR.
Vice-President-W. E. DRIVER.
.Secretary-SALLIE SMUCKER.
Critic-J. F. NISWANDER.
Chorister-A. B. COFFMAN.
Organist-MILLIE BOWMAN.
TreaAurer-EDNA WILSON.
Marshal-C. A. HOGSHEAD.
Librarian-C. E. TROUT.

The small log cabin in which the
father of Mr. W. J. Bryan, the de·
mocratic candidate for president
was born, is still standing in Rappahannock county, about half a mile
from Sperryville. At that time
Rappahannock was part of Culpeper
county. About two years ago Mr.
H _e nry O'Bannon had the house
photographed and sent a copy to
Mr. Bryan, his kinsman.-Bridgewater Herald.
Mr. Bryan has suddenly become
erilinent as an orator, and the following extract from his speech before the Chicago convention we
think is a very fine example of forcefol expression.
"Why this change? Ah, my
friends, is not the change evident
to any one who will look at the
matter? It is no private character
however pure, 110 personal popularity, however great, that can protect
from the avenging wrath of an indignant people the man who will
either declare that he is in favor of
fastening the gold standard upon
this poople, or who is willing to
surrender the right of selfgovernment and place the legislative. con·I
trol in the hands of foreign potenbites and powers.''
The new buildings on College
Street are rapidly nearing completion.

1

Ladies and Gentlemen: By favor
of fancy we are all assembled together again here in the old Philomathean hall for a vacation gather·
ing; and with the Society's permis·
sion we will, for the evening, lay
aside all formality that might belong to a strict adherence to parliamentary usage, and spend an
hour in familiar recital of our summer experiences. It is very apparent that every one of our memhers is eagerly awaiting an opportunity for an all-around handshake
and a chance to talk, for by your
very countenances it is plain to see
that vacation and home life have
not only added to your store many
interesting topics of conversation
and thought, but have also increaseel your appreciation for the inspiring associations of school life.
If we were to call upon each of
you for an impromptu speech no
doubt many would feel no hesitancy in responding; and if you have
at all thought beforehand that such
a request might be made you have
likely in preparation an account of
some incident that has occured since
our last meeting on May 30 that
would prove very entertaining to us
all; for we must remember that as
loyal members of mutual interest
in the happenings of one another's
everyday life.
Very likely our Critic could be
induced to relate some of the experiences that he and his associates
have met with while travelling in
the lower parts of the Valley; for
we are sure that an occupation
which brings a man into contact
with a great number of people of all
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fecal

Jfews.

School reopens September

2.

C. E. Koontz has gone to Tennessee to become a railroad fire-.
man .
Don't forget to make your arrangements to enter school right at
the beginning, September 2.
D. W. Crist will bring his sister,
Miss Sallie, with him to school this
coming session.
On the 3d of this month Prof.
Holsinger's Music Normal opened
with a very encouraging attendance .
The old College halls are still
lonely, fellows , but remember September 2d is drawing nigh I
Prof. Miller and family have tecently returned from the University
at Charlottesville.
The Bridgewater Slate Co., has,
we understand, been awarded the
contract to macadamize the Warm
Spring pike through town .
Missess Mattie Fry and Willie
Bowman spent a couple of week.s
last month visiting friends and
schoolmates in Augusta county.
Prof. J. S . Flory returned home
on the 4th of July from Martinsburg, W. Va. , where he had been
canvassing for several weeks .
According to latest accounts J .
M. Wright and I. S. Long were
enjoying the bright sunshine of the
farm, when it did not happen to
be raining, and were busily engaged in the exercise of corn plowing,
harvesting, and haying.

H . W . Wise , who was unfortunate enough · to inflict a painful
wound upon one of his arms with
a knife early in June, has been obliged to have the limb amputated .
Messrs. J . H . Cline and J . F .
Niswander, while canvassing at
Winchester, spent a Sunday a short
time ago with relati ves and friends
of Timberville.
Miss Lizzie Cline, the leading
cook at the College, returned to her
home a few weeks ago, for a short
rest from her culinary duties here,
at least .

In a July number of the Herald
Sophomore reports intelligence from
J. A. Brown and W . K . Conner.
The first was hard at work on the
farm , while the other was having
fair success canvassing.
Miss Lula 0 . Trout, who will
take charge of the Art Dep·a rtment
next year, is now at home. She
says that being the only girl on a
big farm is no joke.
Mr. J . M. Cox, a former student
of B. C., professor of the Business
Department of the UniversitySchool,
Uniontown Pa., and his wife, formerly Miss Johnson of Iowa, spent
several weeks of last month visiting
friends and relatives near Mt. Jacks01i.

Prof. and Mrs . W . B. Yount,
with Mrs. Maggie C. Yount, when
last heard from before the ·writing
of this note, were enjoying the refreshing breezes and the healthful
wat.e rs of Orkney Springs.
From all our fellow students from
whom we have beef1 permitted to
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hear the common expression is
"Hard at work; " and surely "the
editors" are kept no less busy,
since, in addition to their editorial
duties, they are well supplied every
day with household and farm labor
and with the work of teaching
summer music classes, etc.

road take this route, and who think
this would be better than the route
up North River.
The egineering party is at present
stopping with Contractor Hays of
this town .-Bridgewater H erald of
July r7.

Miss Florence Hays, daughter of
Eld. Dan' l Hays, and formerly a
student of B. C., and Mr. S . R .
Cline, son of Rev. M. B. Cline,
both of whom resided near Broadway, were united by the sacred ties
of wedlock on Sunday evening,
Juue 2rst. Certainly it is the wish
of the Philomatheans that the happy couple may share the joys and
sorrows of life together in a joyful,
prosperous manner!

A number otinquiries have come
to us in regard to the Bridgewater
Slate Quarry. In order that we
might reply to such more intelligently, we sent a reporter down to the
place, which is situated about a mile
east of Bridgewater, on the left bank
of North River. The quarry has
been open only about three and a
half months, and owing to the cold
and inclement weather, it has not
been worked much until quite
lately.
Since the weather has become
warmer, the workmen have gotten
out considerable slate, and have gone
down about forty feet from the top
of the bank, and about thirty feet
back.
Some excellent specimens of slate
have been obtained, and it is the
opinion of our reporter that it will
compare fav~rably with the celebrated Bangor and Buckingham
slates forroofingpurposes . Bulletin
boards are being prepared from this
slate for the depots of the C. & .W.
R. R. , and we hope that, at no distant day, slate will be obtained in
such abundant quantities that the
trustees of Bridgewater College will
see their way clearly to supply the
Institution with excellent boards of
native slate.
Some specimens of coal have also
been found in the quarry. The
owners are equipping themselves for
business, having a derrick at hand

P. B. Fitzwater, after helping to
build a barn near Bridgewater,
which he seemed to enjoy, decided
to go to Iowa, expecting to arrange
for a position as teacher in the public schools of that state. Although
we are sorry to lose Perry from our
number as an earnest, active student aud a devoted Philomathean ,
we rejoice in the assurance that we
shall hear from him occasionally, at
least, through our col umus.
Westward the C. & W. Will Soon Take
Its Way.
A corps of engineers, under .the
direction of Mr . A . L . Cornell, is
making a survey of the line up Mossy Creek from Bridgewater to North
River Gap, to determine its availability for the Chesapeake & Western Railroad .
The survey has been undertaken
at the request of the people who
would be benefited should the rail-
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and arrangements for cutting the
slate. While the working of the
quarry may be expensive for awhi le
we have no doubt th~t. if greater
excavations are inade alJ(1 the work
is pushed, it will be remunerative
in the end. ·
Surely then, Bridgewater a1Hl vicinity, with onyx and slate quarries,
and indications of coal , lead and
other minerals in the surrounding
hills, and with the excellent facilities
for shipping the same. now, furnished by the C. ·&. W . R. R ., should
become a pros_p erous section· of the
country. It c'e rtainly will be if her
people are alive to their interests.
Who would have expected such developments alo11g this line as have
been made in the last year? Who
can predict what the coming .year
will bring forth?-Sociery N ews.
Jesus.
A successful young minister who
has gone faithfully through some
fifteen volumes of systematic theology, says that his own systematic
theology has condensed itself into
the name Jesus, thus: J, justification, for we are justified through his
blood and saved from wrath by him ;
E, eternity, the immortality and
future condition of the soul. These
shall go away into everlasting pun. is~ment, but the righteous into life
eternal. S, Savior, for the Son. of
Man has come to seek and to save
.that ·w hich is lost; U . S. universal
sin, for all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God. The
young minister says if we will stop
hair-splitting and quarreling, and
make this system the basis of our
work, we will .sa\'e souls and conquer the world to Christ.-Farm and
Fireside.

G'.:0 rrespo nde nee.
Massanutton, Va.,
June. r7 , 1896.
Editors P!tilomat!tean .!11ont!ily:
After two weeks pleasant associations at home again I will try to
give the Philomatheans an idea of
a few things that have transpired.
I was delighted in a few days
after my return, by a very pleasant
visit from Misses Cora Driver,
Sallie Smucker, Laura Smuck;er and
Mollie Kiser, accompanied by
Messrs. C. C. Brunner, D. C. Smucker, D . S. Kiser and Prof. Flory.
They also visited the Luray cave.
We find plenty of work to do
such as washing, ironing, hoeing,
and house work of all kinds even
carpet rag cutting.
A few farmers have finished
harvesting and the rest are working
to that encl.
Very respectfully,
Emma Rothgeb.
[Miss Rothgeb's letter should
have appeared in the July number
but was overlooked. We are sorry
for this delay, and offer apology.
Eds.] ·

My dear f rieuds:

Timberville, Va.
July 14, 1896.

We are now in the midst of our
Summer vacation, and I have seen
but few of the students since the
close of school .
So far I have spent my vacation
very pleasantly at home on the
farm, and have started on the routine of farm life. So I need not
tell you I have been very busy, but
I must say that I am enjoying the
change very much .
I realize too well how true the
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saying: ''Time fiys,'' for I can
scarcely believe I have been home
so long too, since we bid farewell
to our dear friends and the College,
and took the train for our homes.
For many of you, vacation will
soon be in the past, and you will
return to the College. While many
go out into the world. Going our
separate ways, many of us . may
never meet again, and we who have
been so carefully guarded from
temptations must meet and face
alone, such fierce temptations as we
meet in this cruel world. But let
us cultivate a moral force to ''act
right in. the living present, heart
within, and God o'erhead."
I know I shall watch with delight
for each issue of the PHILOMATHEAN MONTHLY during the long
winter, for I shall be eager to hear
from the College and the Society.
Sincerely,
Sallie K. Smucker.
Manassas, Va.,
July I I, 1896.

Dear Editors,
This evening I shall try to give
you and the rest of the Philomatheans a clue as to my whereabouts,
and my doings.
I can say I have been about a good
many places and people since I left
school, and have had experiences,
and seen sights~ such as never before marked any day. in my life; for
all are aware that a ~anvasser, be he
canvassing what he will, has the
opportunity of travelling over the
country. I have been on top of
mountains, and in the valleys; I
have been in the finest of mansions, and in the meanest of cabins;
I have been among the most cultured of people, and also among
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the lowest and most degraded; I
have met with those who are kind
and pleasant to the poor agent, and
I'm sorry to say I've met those
whose look is sufficient to make one
shrink from them in fear; but I am
happy to say that most of those
whom I have dealt with were of the
pleasant sort; and how gratifying
it is to deal with such people.
Ah, here we can all get a lesson!
Let us get it and study it and put
it to practice.
I iiave walked many miles and
have had tired muscles many a day.
One day I was permitted to tread
the sails of three counties; namely,
Fauquier, Clark, and Warren, but
I did not take one order that day
and so it is not hard to make you
believe I was tired and very tired
when night stopped my tramping.
I hear some one ask did any one
ever present that formidable instrument of the ladies, the broomstick?
Ah no. .I always did the presenting when there was any done and
when I did not have a chance to
present of course I hastily departed ,
especially if there were any signs
of something being shown to me;
for I have had no use whatever for
broosticks or anything of the sort.
I really have no thrilling adventures to relate. Possibly the most
thrilling experience I've had was
one that occurred in the night. It
was something like this: I retired
(the place I must confess was rath,.er
uninviting) and was all alone, as I
thought, but I soon became aware
that I had a companion, or possibly
more than one. It was very hard
to tell, as the-whatever it was
seemed to be as a ghost, for no time
could I lay my hands on the attacking one, or party. I soon found
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out there was a party of them and
a large one at that. I discovered
that the individuals were very weak
but in · a nrnlt itncle th ere is wisdom
and power, n11c1 they scTrnc~l to have
both in greatc:r abundance than I,
for the battk~ resulted in a g rand
victory for them. My! but I was
sleepy the next clay!
A nd so it goes with the agent.
Many people despise him andt hi nk
he desenTs nothing that might
please him, !Jut it surely cannot be
any of those who have once been
agents themselves ; for I know those
will have pity for him . I think I
shall be a happy boy when the time
comes when I shall throw clown my
agency hooks and take, in their
place, my school books, September
2d cannot come too soon. In the
meantime I shall strive to be contented and do my very best.
W . K . Conner.
-

- -- - - - - -

Bridgewater,·Va.,
July 29, I 896.
Editor P!tilomatlzean J/Jontlz(y :
S ince the close of last session I
have been spending so me very pleasant days at home . The change
from school work to farm work is,
in many respects, a beneficial one
and shoul d be appreciated. For a
few weeks I was ~'isi ting friends
and relatives .
The time for the opening of next
session is rapidly approaching, and
who will be sorry when it arrives?
Wi th the approach of September 2nd
we look forward to the happy reunion of ea rnest workers wllo have
been with us and trust that a number of faithful new students will
join our ranks at that time. The
improvements made about Bridge-

water College during the s ummer
will doubtless be appreciated.
Your sincere friend,
I. T . Good.
A ''Walled Lake."

1

I
1

1

One of the wonders of Iowa is the
"Walled Lake," about one hundred
and fifty miles west of Dubuque
city. The lake is from two to three
feet higher than the earth's surface.
In some places the wall is ten fee t
high, fifteen feet-wide at the bottom,
and five feet on the top.
Another fact is the size of the
stones used in construction, the
whole of them varying in weigh t
from three tons down to one hundred
pounds . There is an abundance of
stones in Wright county, but surrounding the lake to the extent of
five or ten miles there are none . No
one can form an idea as to the meaus
employed to bring them to the spot,
or who constructed it . Around the
entire lake is a belt of woodland
half a mile in length composed o
oak; with this exception, the country is a rolling prairie. The trees
must have been planted there at the
time of the building of the wall.
In the spring of the year 1856 ther
was a great storm, and the ice on
the lake broke the wall in several
places, and the farmers in the vicinitywere obli ged to repair the damages
to prevent inundation. The lake
occupies a ground surface of two
thousand eight hundred acres; depth
of water as great as twenty-five feet.
The water is clear and cold; soil
sandy and loamy . It is singular
that no one has been able to ascer·
tain where the water comes from
nor where it goes, yet it is always
clear and fresh .-Yout!t' s Companion.

BRIDGEWATER SUMMER MUSIC SCHOOL.
AUGUST, 1896-THinD SESSION.
FACULTY.

_

PROF. B. C. UNSELD, of Cincinnati, 0., Principal.
MISS LILLIAN S. TYLER.
MISS BLANCHE LYNCH.
PROF. E,DWIN C. HOOVER.
PROF. GEO. B. HOLSING_E R.
BRANCHES OF STUDY. Theory and Methods of Teaching, Harmony, Sight Reading, Voice,
Piano, Organ, Cornet Violin, Guitar, Mandolitie, etc.
_- A Scho9l for the Beginner and for Teachers.
For furtller. information address,
GEO. )3. H01$INGER,
Enrollment last year 125.
Bridgewater, Rockingham County, Va.

BIBLES .A.ND TEST-. A..JY.l:ENTS
Can be purchased at wholesale prices at Bridgewater College.

Holman Self-?ro~ouncing S.S. Teacher's Bible.
No. 616.-French Morocco, div. circuit, gold back and side titles, linen·lined, red
under gold edges. Minion type. Retail price $3.40; our price $2.10 by mail.
No. 836.-Persian Levant, div. circuit, leather lined to edge, red under gold edges,
silk sewed, Bourgeois type. Retail price $6.50; our price $3.95 by mail.
20.cents off of above prices if bought at College. ,
Bibles from 20c to $6.00 each. Testaments from 5c to $1. 75. A number of dif•
ferent styles constantly on hand,
Bookstores and agents can not' compete with us in prices, for they must have profit,_while these books are sold under the Gish Bi~le Fund, and we are not allowed
to make money out o~ them. Send for circular and price-list. _
Bridgewater College.
J. QARSON MILLER, Bridgewater, Virginia.

·:so-ivv-i":c.l.an., Tho:r.Ci..as & CO•.,

Farm Machinery, Engines, Wind Engines,
Sewing Machines, Plumbing and Heating.
We handle all kinds of Farming Machinery: and ~an make it to your
interest to see us.
We make a specialty -of Wind Engines, Pumps, Pipe and Fittings. Also keep a full line of Brass Steam goods.

Sewing Machines of Several Styles.and at Prices to Suit.
BICYCLES.

In Bicycles we can offer special
inducements, and to riders ofG. &J.
Wheels splendid offers are made
for 1896. ·
Repairing of - all klnds done ·
promptly.

BOWMAN, THOMAS & CO.,

No. 5 East Market _Street, Harrisonburg, Va.

