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NINETEEN EIGHTEEN

Yon Setting Sun
Nightward and southward, thy course doth lead thee
Thou wondrous sovereign of the sky.
Thy lengthening shadows chase the noon away
And night so dark and chill draws near; .
The shortening days proclaim the summer's end
And winter cold and bleak is near.
Most noble Sun, why dost thou leave us thus
In the winter so chill and dark?
Yet, our frame so frail thou dost regard
For in the forest wood thy heat is found ;
Yea, ages past, this same regard was shone
For thou art found so deep in mine and well.
Most Glorious Sun, how wonderful ·art thou
With thee there's none that can compare !
Thou holdest many stars within thy hand,
On thee our being here on earth depends ;
Thy Creator's will thou dost obey
And His matchless power reveal.

J.

M.

ROLLER.
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Loyalty
LETA HINER

sun rose in all its splendor one spring morning
as a father and his son came joyously to the
house for their breakfast, after having made preparations at the barn for the day's work. As the
son, upon the kitchen step opened the door, out rolled the
delicious odor of steaming coffee and other savory things
which only his mother could prepare. How happy the family
were as they sat around the breakfast table, how those fond
parents leaned upon this only son of theirs, their hope, their
joy, and their pride. They went forth into the cares of the
day with light hearts and a smile upon their faces . The boy
and his father tilled the soil in the stony triangle down beyond the creek. What hopes that fai~ youth entertained in
his mind while he worked. He thought how he should continue his education and come back to the old home place to till
the soil, as his father before him, live here in peace and pros··
perity, the upholder of the community and the leader of the
neighborhood in their clubs of farmers and stockmen and
general civic affairs.
When they returned to the barn at the noon hour, Jimmie
leaned from his horse as they passed in at the gate and took
the daily paper from the mail box. He studied the glowing
headlines on the first page as they proceeded to the barn.
As they walked on to the house they are not hilarious as in
the morning, but Jimmie was thoughtfully silent, in spite of
the cheerful comments of his father.
At the table his mother, with her womanly instinct, was
quick to note the change in her son's expression, and she
~~~~ 1 HE
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asked what had gone wrong. The boy, with hesitation, raised
his head, looked straight into his mother's eyes, and said:
"Mother, the paper today says that our United States have
entered the great war, and she is calling for her sons to uphold her and Democracy for those unfortunate countries who
are weaker than we. There are lists and lists of fellows who
have stood up like men and volunteered. There is old Stanley, who is captain of our eleven at Urell. His name is right
in the list, mother, and I will not see old Stanley go to be
shot down by some of those merciless bullets in bloody Europe
while I stand back like a coward. We have followed Stanley's lead on those days when the eleven played hard for the
honors that were doubtful. 'Stand by Stanley,' was the cry,
and now I want to go, mother, right alongside the bunch.).•
The mother sat through this horrifying declaration with helpless eyes on father's face.
"Tell him he cannot go, father," she managed when he
had finished speaking.
The father looked ·into his son's eyes and understood as
man between inan, what the woman could never understand.
He knew how he would feel were he the boy whose very
soul had been stirred. He sensed the danger of resistance.
The dinner was forgotten, although the family - i~t at the
table far into the afternoon.
"Mother, we shall be proud that we can give ~ noble boy
like ours to our country," he said, as he laid his broad hand
over the frail one that lay on the corner of the table next to
him, "and if he goes down with the others, how proud we
shall be to know that he was brave and true and that we did
our best for him."
The mother concealed her anguish in her breast as only
a woman can, and said softly : ·

6
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"Take God with you and go where quty calls, my boy.''
Jimmie arose, his face alight, and cried, "Why, I never
thought you would do it like that, mother. Oh, if all the
fellows could be sent with a blessing like yours, what a
great army we . should have. With our mothers and our
sweethearts at our backs, how we would fight and die like
men without fear."
The rest of the afternoon was taken up with preparation
for the departure, and ere the sun rose again the heart of
that home had gone out to serve his country.
The sound of orders and the marching of many men was
the daily routine of the training camp. Jimmy soon gained
favor in the eyes of all his officers for his general obedience
and natural tact in getting along in his new environment.
He was a never ending source of comfort to his comrades
who had a more gloomy outlook on the situation than he
had. He kept his mind and body fresh and strong and lived
the clean life he had always lived. He remembered his
mother's injunction and kept himself up in spite of the many
temptations that came to the soldiers in a training camp.
Others were drawn toward him in their times of temptation
as if they were less afraid of their own strength when he
was around.
After six never ending months of camp life, on a miserable day, everything was astir about the place. There was
that feeling of suspense and unrest as when a storm is
brewing. They received orders to leave their camp for the
front. Many of them realized they should never see their
native soil again. However, there was no shirking, each man
set his lips firmly and turned his face toward the vast ocean
and the vessel that lay in wait to take them where duty
waited. That was a vessel laden with heavy hearts sailing
away to the aid of the Allies in the land of bloody conflict.

THE PHILOMATHEAN MONTHLY

7

Jimmie, who was always a bright star in all that gloomy
bunch, occupied himself in watching for an enemy on the
sea.
The trip was made quickly and rather uneventful, and as
they sailed majestically up the long harbor every face on
board was turned expectantly toward the French shore, to
catch every indication of the conditions and the things they
were coming to meet.
At the long drawn call of the bugle men in arms poured
out of the barracks on every side and fell into position before their commander. The stern face before them bespoke
the arrival of the time of action. These men in the foreign
land had no choice as to their action, they had but to follow their leader and die like men, if need be.
As Jimmie came into line and glanced at his commander's face his eyes riveted, his heart thrilled, and he gave a
great shout. The cry, "Stand by Stanley," was taken up and
carried along the hundreds of throats, not because this selfsame commander had been their football captain, for many
of them had never known a football game, but because of
the mutual brotherhood in this great cause for humanity.
The cannon roared like continuous peals of thunder, and
the smoke drifted as fog over the land as the German lines
were pushed back, only to advance again in a more determined charge. The death grapple went on and on. With
the pieces of shot and shell falling fast about him, Jimmie
firing his gun mechanically, thought, when he thought at all,
of his home, his mother, and her words, "Take God with
you and go where duty calls." He wondered if his mother
was thinking of him now when he was in such great danger.
One by one he saw his comrades fall and others step up to
take their places. Stanley moved about amidst the big guns,
encouraging his men as best he could. Just as Jimmie

8
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glanced straight into his eyes for an instant a terrific crash
rent the air. Everything became dark before Jimmie's eyes,
he sank to the earth, and another took his place.
Jimmie's father remained away from the house as much
as possible during the· days after his son's departure, and especially after he knew he had sailed for France. They were
brave souls, these parents of this fiery youth, and each tried
to bear his burden alone as much as it was possible. They
lost themselves in their work in order that their thoughts
might not be so apparent. There were times when they
could but give up in their despair, at such times they put
forth every effort to console each other.
"If he does not come back to us," his mother said one
day, "we shall always be comforted to know that he was no
shirker. We are not the only ones who have given their
loved ones. Let us be glad to do our part toward sharing
some one else's burden of sorrow."
When the ambulances had carried the wounded from the
field until the hospitals were filled to overflowing, and every
tent and other available place had been put into use, Stanley
could not wait to help to take up the sufferers as they came
to them, but hurried through the ghastly spectacle to the
place where he knew Jimmie had fallen. When his eyes
rested on that white face that had lain there upturned for
hours, his heart sank. He stooped, and lifting the body
in his arms, he bore him off the field. When he laid his
burden upon the cot that had been prepared in his own tent
a feeble moan issued fro~ the parched lips.
With all Stanley's constant attention it was two days before Jimmie opened his eyes and asked: "What's the score..
Stanley?"
"The war is ended," cried Stanley, leaning over him to
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prevent any violent motion, "and the score is the world for
Democracy in favor of America and the Allies, and we are
going home, Jimmie, as soon as you are able."
There was not a happier home in all the land than Jimmie' s, when a year later, with all the world at peace again,
he was swept into his mother's arms just as they were about
to seat themselves at the breakfast table, thinking of that
morning a year ago.

Divorce as a Menace to Society
0. L.
~~~~ N

MILLER

THE study of the fabric that goes to make up
the family must occupy a very important
i place.
It is considered the simplest group that is
·~~;;;::;;:;==="~ capable of maintaining itself.
'Dhe family is
unique in itself in that its members have their fixed places in
the group and that it is not a product of any other association, but rather produces the other forms. The family, in
other words, is not a result of social organizations in general,
but rather _to antedate both historically and logically the other
forms of social life.
Thu,s, it is only reasonable to conclude that any evil that
threatens the family also threatens the very base or cornerstone of society. A glance at the status of the family today
as compared with that of the past shows very conclusively that
there has been something undermining the very foundation of
the family, and whatever undermines the family is to a greater
extent affecting society. The rise of individualism has so
widened the chasm between the husband and wife in many
cases that instead of there being a convergence in their inter-

I society
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ests there is a decided divergence. Add then to this the great
revolution of industrialism which separates the members of
the family and takes from the home that important factor in
family union-the provision of the necessities of life, and
finally, the eno~mous increase of wealth, and one has the fundamental causes of the instability of the modern family. All
these tendencies find their legal expression in divorce.
A brief study of the divorce records of the United States
reveals the fact that the American home is very unstable, yet
to just what extent this instability is caused by divorce cannot
be ascertained. There are many evils that enter the modern
home that do not terminate in divorce, but the ease with
which the marriage ties may be annulled for even the most
petty grievances sets up a grave danger to the very vitals of
society. The ease with which this legal separation may be
obtained has, first, brought the greatest irreverance upon the
ordinance of marriage; second, it has weakened the marital
ties to the extent that it is sought from even the slightest
provocation ; and third, it has thrown at the mercy of the
world· a multitude of children to ~ear the stamp of their
parents' disgrace.
The ordinance of marriage is divine, and he who violates
its sacred vow contracts upon himself a debt to society for
weakening its fabric and to his Maker for irreverance towards
a divine institution. Mr. Bishop says: "The nature of the
marriage state does not admit of its being the subject of experimental and temporary arrangements and fleeting partnerships. The union is, and should be, for life. It is so equally
in reason, in the common sentiments of mankind, and in the
teachings of religion. No married partner should desert the
other or forbear to do all that is possible for the sustenance
and happiness of the other and the entire family." Experts

THE PHILOMATHEAN MONTHLY

11

tell us that an alarming percentage of the marriages that are
entered into are without that indispensable prerequisite-love.
Men and women have come to the point where they will enter
the realms of matrimony without any consideration whatever,
of love, adaptiveness, congeniality, or foresight as to their
future happiness. Instances of the confessions of men and
women show that they will marry simply to make a change
ur upon the impulse of the satisfaction of their lower natures.
Many women also look forward to having a life of ease from
their husband's pocketbooks, and should this not work out as
they had planned they will divorce him and get alimony, and
thereby live at ease: Mrs. I\. na Steese Richardson says:
"Alimony is the foundation upon which the modern structure
of divorce is reared. Eliminate alimony and the divorce rate
will drop two-thirds. It keeps thousands of divorce courts
in motion and supports tens of thousands of lawyers. In
one New York court alone it sets about four million dollars
in circulation annually. It has made Reno, Nevada, famous.
or rather infamous. Alimony has bankrupted more men,
broken up more homes, and parted more fathers and children,
than any other one cause except drink. Planned by men to
right the wrongs of wives at the hands of unfaithful, unscruplous, or brutal husbands, it has been converted into a
weapon against those who devised it, by an increasing class
of parasitic women who have reduced to a fine art the process
of living off men without making any return. The trio of
easy marriage, easy divorce, and easy alimony represents the
most polite and most modern form of graft. Strictly within
the law, sealed by the courts, tolerated by society, and forgiven by the church, it is practised with great success by those
women who see man as a composite of check book and fountain pen which refill automatically. Veiling its sordidness with
real or imaginary wrongs, alimony is at once the most subtle
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lure of the hour for women, and the nth power of feminine
guile." Men are not free from the guile of this tool of divorce
propogation, for many of them choose to pay large sums to
gain liberty from their wives. Judge Joseph Morschauser, a
Justice of the Supreme Court of New York, says: "Divorce is
the most subtle menace of the hour. The finality of divorce
is hideous. Separation holds the possibility of reconciliation.
Divorce precludes it. Alimony represents the sanction of divorce by law and society. In reality, alimony places a premium on selfishness, slothfulness, idleness, and immorality.
When the Christian churches combine to take drastic action
against divorce and its effects on society, the statute will be
repealed."
It is only too true that marriage is held by many people as
a private contract that can be annulled at will. This attitude
promotes the idea that there is no need of any consideration
towards the other party. Under the slightest provocation the
first thing that enters the mind is divorce. Under such a state
of affairs the very principles of the marriage relation are
cast asunder and are in open rebellion to what Mr. Bishop says
when he tells us that the two should walk hand in hand up
the steeps of life and down its declivities and gree_n slopes,
then lay themselves together for the final sleep at the foot oi
the hill. A large proportion of the husbands and wives, knowing that for the lesser offenses against the bonds of marriage
they cannot secure divorce, would live in comparative harmony. Facility of divorce allures them to trying its strength,
and so to the breaking of its bonds. Difficulty of divorce,
compelling them to waive many differences, insures fewer
fractures of the conjugal ties. It is not to be thought of for
a moment that either companion should be entirely subjected
to the possible domineering will of the other, but instead there
should be an intermingling of that common interest which
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goes to ma~e the home .sacred and a fit place for man to
live. Then again, were it not for the possibility of divorce
many homes that are now childless would be the recipient of
that factor that makes for stability, love, and union. Statistics
show that a high per cent. of divorces come from childless
homes. While this may feed the divorce courts, yet it is more
reasonable to conclude that the ease wtih which this legal sepa.ration can be procured keeps many homes childless. If
there is not the most congenial relation existing the ·mportant part, the child rearing, will be evaded so as not to be
burdened with children should the difference terminate in divorce.
The action of the divorce courts is throwing upon society
a type of women that will poison the purest of social institutions. The childless divorcee, as most of them are, who
has no profession, trade, or calling, and no interest in life beyond the pursuit of personal pleasure, is the most flagrant
social parasite of the day. She toils not, neither does she spin.
She bears no children to her country. She contributes nothing
to its growth or its welfare. She gives nothing in return for
the money paid her by some man as the price of personal
liberty. Such is not usually the case of the divorcee who has
the care of children, for her attention must be centered upon
them. Socie~y brands the children of a divorced parentage
with a stigma that wilts the sense of pride of any individual.
Because of the difference in state divorce laws they may be
legitimate in one state, while illegitimate in others. Thus a
very damper is put on any ambition that such a child may
have. Again such children are often not given a good home in
which to be reared. Hence they are thrown upon society incapable of raising the standard set by their parents. Thus is
the instability of the home made greater. Then, too, add to
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this situation the custom of remarriage of divorcees, and you
have a condition that is a menace to the greatest institution
now in existence. The family is the unit of which society is
composed, and whatever is disastrous to the family is striking
just as hard at the heart of the social fabric.
If we hope at all to raise the standard of society, it must
begin in the home. If this is to come in the home we must
eliminate this great menace to the home and society. We must
stamp out this evil which is sapping the very essence of rever·ence from that sacred relation of marriage; that is, by its ease
of promulgation, weakening the family union and thereby endangering society ; and throwing upon society a class of people
who contaminate it; if we hope to ever make this great domain such as was intended by the Great and the Just One.
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A Mother's Prayer
Her blue-eyed boy has gone
To fight for his country's sake,
How she prays and sighs for her boy
As at night she lies awake.

J

"God guide and protect my boy,"
·Is the prayer of each heart so true
As their boys go forth to fight
And protect the flag of blue.
"God bring him back to his home,"
Prays the mother with breaking heart.
"And may he soon return
To never again depart:"
Oh! when will we again have peace?
Oh ! when will they fight no more?
When will tender hearts cease to break
When this cruel war is o'er.
BETTYE

E.

MYERS.
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EDITORIAL FORUM
Never before has B. C. experienced a session such as 1s
starting in 1918-'19. For thirty-eight sessions the predominance of the masculine figure on the campus has been very
noticeable. This year the tables are completely turned. While
the footsteps of less than a dozen boys
AN
1reverberate through the halls of
OBSERVATION
W ardo, the White House and Yount
Hall are filled to their capacity with the fairer sex.
There are several reasons that figure in this change : first,
there are scores of our boys clad in khaki, making the supreme
sacrifice; second, B. C. draws her students mainly from an
agriculture people, and many of her would-be student young
men, riot in the last draft, are doing their bit on the farms, and
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third, the ever widening sphere of activity for educated young
women challenges them to an immediate preparation for a
greater service to themselves and humanity.
This change, and especially the absence of the usual number of young men, is at first thought discouraging, but a second thought reminds us that through every dark cloud there
shines a silver lining. Upon those who are now permitted to
attend college there falls a greater responsibility for service.
This responsibility will certainly be mastered, for most assuredly no other school can claim a more studious, energetic,
and business-like body of students than are at B. C. this session.
No apologies are offered for the decrease in the size of the
PHILO for this session. Since prices of printing have practi cally doubled in the last year, it is necessary to curtail expenses
in some way. We trust that our subscribers will be patient,
and when conditions are again n·ormal the PHILO can resume
her former size.
MILLER.
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College News
The opening of the school year on September 16th was,
in many ways, the most unique in the history of the college.
As was anticipated, the girls far outnumbered the boys. At
the close of the first day only four boys had enrolled. However, the following day the number increased until at present
we have somewhere in t_wenty. The total enrollment has now
reached one hundred.
On the afternoon of the 17th Convocation exercises were
held. Dr. Wayland, of Harrisonburg, was the speaker of the
occasion. His subject was "The Value of an Ideal." Class
work started regularly on Wednesday morning.
Among the first visitors was Lieut. C. E. Shull and wife.
He spoke at the Convocation, in which he told a few of his
many interesting experiences. He is at present located at Dayton, Ohio.
September 30th, Dr. J. D. Miller delivered the first of a
series of lectures on "preventive medicines." Owing to the
prevalence of the Spanish "Flu" he made that disease the subject of his lecture. He gave a brief history of it,. and some of
its symptoms, but dealt mainly with preventive measures.
It is with sincere regret that we must announce that on
September 30th, when one of our transports was sunk, Mr.
Welty Picking, a former B. C. student, was among the unsaved.
Mr. C. G. Shull, traveling secretary of the Student Volunteers of the Church of the Brethren, spent several days at
B. C. recently. Mr. Shull gave two inspiring addresses to the
student body, in both of which he presented the student's call
to Christian service. His helpful suggestions to the volunteers
in regard to their work for the coming session and the infor-
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mation which he gave in personal interviews have aroused
much missionary enthusiasm.
One of the interesting f eatures for all B. C. students is the
"get acquainted" social which is held at the beginning of each
session. This is B. C.'s "melting pot" of localities where all the
students meet as one family. It took place September 17th.
Many former students were present to take part in the occasion.
· On September 19th the parlor was the scene of another
social, this time the Y. W. C. A. entertained all the lady students of the College.
The faculty entertained the students on September 29th.
Prof. Roller and Miss Richcreek entertained with vocal solos,
while Miss Berlin played several pleasing piano solos, after
music and speeches and a general good time refreshment':>
were served.
Mr. W. B. Varner spent several days at B. C. before going
to Nashville, Tenn., where he will be a student at Vanderbilt
University.
Paul Hounshell, Walter Armentrout, Isaac Harshberger,
and Waldo Moyers are among the number o~ former B. C.
students who have enlisted in the S. A. T. C.
Dr. Flory has recently received a letter from Mr. W. U .
Driezler, who has been in France for several months. He has
been privileged to see the greater part of France, and is now
near the central part doing office work. Dr. Flory also received letters from Mr. Walter Flick and Mr. Joe Bosserman, who are also in France.
The various organizations began their work with much
zeal. With the exception of the Y. M. C. A. the enrollment
of each exceeds that of last session. Owing to the decrease
in the enrollment of the school, only two literary societies,
the Victorian and the Virginia Lees, will be active.
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Humor and Clippings
Kaiser Bill's oscillations in trying to frame an answer to
President Wilson would make a monkey in a trapeze tum
green with envy.
"Isn't she a splendid mother ?"
"Simply wonderful. She is so particular about whom she
hires to take care of her children."-Life.
Despite the high railroad rates, the establishment of the
four-course dollar dinner on dining cars is going to be a distinct inducement to travel.-New York Morning Telegraph.
The Germans never have any difficulty in translating any·thing favorable to themselves which appears in diplomatic
corresp.ondence. They will have a hard time with Wilson's
note.
Is Pershing a Democrat?
Goodbye, Ludendorf ! In defeating inferiors you had no
superior, and in dealing with equals you soon proved yourself
inferior.
Richard: "He said he gave you a black eye."
Robert: "He's a liar. I had the eye already. He merely
laid on the color.-London Tit-Bits.
"You held your positions bravely," said the colonel to the
kiltie.
"I had to. The mud here is so thick you can't retreat."
Customer:
you?"

"You say this hair restorer is very good, do

Druggist: "Yes, sir; I know a man who took the cork
out of a bottle of this stuff with his teeth, and he had a
mustache next day."-Druggist's Review.
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Ex.c hanges
We feel that the college magazine is the medium through
which many of the best literary productions of the student
body of any school are preserved. In the past the majority
of the exchanges of the PHILO have reserved a good part of
each issue to purely literary productions. We conclude that
this policy shall be followed in this year's work, and we shall
examine them and make such pro and con comment as seems
wise. Frankness shall characterize this comment, and all
shall be given in a spirit of helpfulness. Needless to say, we
shall receive the criticisms of our exchange magazines in the
same spirit.
On our exchange list are the following magazines : The
Wake Forest Student, The McMaster Monthly, College Rays,
Our College Times, Oak Leaves, The Juniata Echo, The
Orange and Blue, Buff and Blue, The Emory and Hen,-y
Era, The Southern Collegian, College Campus, The Palmerian,
The Crito Graph, and The Daleville Leader.

THF PHILOMATHEAN MONTHLY

23

Alumni
Since the first of June last the class of College graduates
have been scattered to the four corners of the earth.
Rev. George Early is whiling his time away preaching and .
tilling the soil at New Hope, Va.
Wm. Snyder and Carter Good made a bee line for the navy
as soon as Commencement was over, and are now located at
Norfolk, Va., and New York City, respectively.
Miss Ethel Sipe is numbered among the salesladies in her
father's department store at Bridgewater.
Prof. Wright is back at his old post as Professor of Political and Social Science and Business Manager of the College.
Brown Varner continues his preparation for the India
Mission field at Vanderbilt Unviersity.
The patrons of the Crabbottom High School hail W. B.
Simmons as their efficient principal.
H. E. Wakeman wields the rod as principal of the Quicksburg High School.
In far away China is found E. M. Wampler, working
hard to master the Chinese language so as to be able to deliver a message of hope to those benighted people.
Hobart Burns has been found worthy to wear the helmet
of a U. S. Marine, and is in training at Paris Island.
Paul Hounshell is trying to see if he is slick enough to
slip through the medical department of the University of
Virginia.
Carl Driver was caught in a mid-summer draft and landed
in Camp Humphreys.
A number of the Preparatory graduates are in College this
year, while others are following various vocations.
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