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The Age of Reason in Europe

I

REBECCA

C.

SKEGGS,

B. E. '10.

N order to understand clearly what were the causes andl
nature of the Age of Reason, we must know the predominating influences of the age just preceding.
This preceding epoch is known as the Age of Faith or the
.Age of Ecclesiastical Supremacy. The Church of Rome had
gradually risen in power until he who set on the papai throne
ruled dynasties, placed kingdoms under interdict, dethroned
kings, gathered revenue for the support of the government of
Rome-in fact, held the supreme sovereignty of Europe.
This was her place in political affairs. It is needless to say
that she was supreme in religious affairs, also. Through th.is.
religious and political supremacy, she governed the intellectual pursuits of Europe for centuries unquestioned. Her policy was that her decisions on all questions should be regarded
as infallible.
For years she crushed all lines of individual
thinking and research by persecution.
She saw clearly the
danger threatening the supremacy of Rome and attempted to
make herself secure by annihilating the new influences as she
annihilated the Waldenses in the south of France.
But the new 'influences could not be so easily killed. These
influences came int-0 Catholic Europe through the Mohammedans in Spain and through the Jewish physicians. These
Arabians or Moors possessed a higher civilization than that
of Europe.
They were far advanced in the science of astronomy and had established well-equipped astronomical observatories. They had studied and written on philosophic~]
subjects and had made an excellent beginning in scientific research. They possessed vast libraries, studied Greek and.
Hebrew, and were conversant with the classic ideas of philosophy. They had large universities where many students
gathered and where individual thinking and research were
fostered. . They relied on reason alone as a guide to reality of
knowledge and accepted nothing they could not verify by a
reasoning process.
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The Jewish physicians stood high in this intellectual advancement of the Moors and were among some of the famous
instructors and writers along philosophical and scientific lines.
These physicians were far advanced in the arts of medicine
and surgery and had an extensive practise among the people
of Spain.
How different the condition of Catholic Europe! Everything was under the dominion of the church. Supernatural
logic and miracle cures were believed in and practised. Any
one who attempted to reason out a line of thought or conduct
was imprisoned or killed. The Church, being the highest
authority in the world, could have no antagonists. Ecclesiastical authority was supreme.
Just when the Age of Faith ended and the Age of Reason
began is not known with any degree of certainty. All epochs
are slow in development and one merges into another to such
an extent that no fixed date can be given for the beginning
of one or the ending of another. The influences of the Age
of Reason began to work in Europe during the twelfth century, while the power of Rome was not broken until the seventeenth ce.n tury.
Commerce and trade have always enabled nations to
know each other's intellectual attainments. Gradually the
influences of the Moors overran Europe. These influences
were first brought in by the Jewish physicians, who, in spite
of Rome's denunciations, were employed by the wealthy
classes. Monks and laity travelled to Spain, studied in the
universities there, and, coming home a.gain, quietly but surely scattered the seeds of sedition, Here and there men arose
and denounced Rome and asserted their right of individual
reasoning and forming of opinions. Rome made effort after
effort to retain her sovereignty yet her throne was gradually
but surely undermined. The common sense of the people of
Europe was finding its true place in the world.
The Saracens or Moors had long known from their astronomical observations that the earth was round and also
knew something of its position in the universe. Upon this

4
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issue the intellectual supremacy of the Church was fought.
Rome had held for centuries that the earth was flat,., that it ·
was the central and greatest object in the universe, that i(
was canopied over by a blue dome, and that it was motionless
while all was in motion around it. This doctrine wa~ supported.by misapplied quotations from the Scriptures.
Columbus was the first to disprove this doctrine. , He be:lieved that the earth was round and that by sailing west he.
would reach India and thus secure a · shorter route for, purposes of commerce. Learned men and ecclesiastics laug4ed.·
at him and derided his idea. They said he was crazy. Final- ·
ly, he obtained three small ships through the influence of
Ferdinand and Isabella, and in these, afterthree months upon
unknown seas, he sighted land on Oct. 1492. This great.discovery strengthened the minds of those who were beginning
to doubt the authority of Rome and weakened 'the power ·of.
the Church. In 1498 Vasco de Gamba rounded the southern
coast of Africa and reached India by way of the Indian
In 1519,. F'erdiOcean. This was another blow at Rome.
nand Magellan sailed from Seville on his memorable journey
westward to find the Spice Islands. Untold hardships were
suffered by his crew, Magellan himself lost his life, but on
Nov. 8, 1521, his lieutenant sailed into the chief port of the ·
Spice Islands. Returning by way of the Cape of Good Hope,
he reached Spain Sept. 7, 1522, having circumnavigated the
globe. ·That which Rome had declared impossible had been
accomplished.
The art of printing, which was coming into use about this
time, in company with these discoveries, aided in ushering .
in the Age of Reason.
The moral influence of Rome had long before ceased to
wield supremacy. This downfall was occasioned by the contact of the Europeans with the Mohammedans in the Crusades and by the exposure of the morals of the Church herself. The Christians had gone to Palestine in the Crusades,.
expecting to find the Mohammedans barbarians. Instead,,
they found them possessed of undaunted courage, chivalrous
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bearing, and intellectual culture far higher than their own.
These impressions they could not throw off when they returned home.
The moral condition of the church, from the pope and his
court down to the lowest order of the clergy, was corrupt in
the extreme. When this corruptness became known, all Europe was shocked and the common sense of the people arose
in revolt against such a situation.
Thus the intellectual and moral supremacy of Rome was
broken and the Age of Reason began. In this epoch, we find
"human authority promoting intellectual advancement, and
accepting as its maxim that the lot of man will be ameliorated, and his power and dignity increased, in proportion as he
is able to comprehend the mechanism of the world, the action
of natural laws, and to apply physical forces to his use."
The art of printing aided very materially in the education
of the masses. Greek and Hebrew were introduced into the
great schools of Europe. Latin ceased to be used and the beginning of modern languages was made.
The development
of different tongues was another blow at Rome. A universal
church must, of necessity, have a universal language to propagate her doctrines and principles, and when Latin ceased to
be the universal tongue, the universality of the power of the
Roman Catholic Church was gone.
Through the study of Greek, Hebrew and Arabic writings,
criticism had its beginning.
Doubt began to take hold of
many minds and the truth of everything, even of God, was
questioned. This latter type of criticism gave rise to many
atheists, and, during the French Revolution. caused the establishment of a Religion of Reason.
, . Martin Luther, in the Reformation, gave utterance to the
grand idea which had lain silently at the bottom of this revolt against Rome-the right of individual judgment. He declared that it was not papal authority that should be the
guide of life, but the Bible, and that the Bible is to be interpreted by private judgment. The Reformation, founded on
this right of private interpretation of the Scriptures, intro-

6
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duced a better rule of life and made possible a great advance
towards intellectual liberty. It compelled men to be more
moral and permitted them to be more learned.
''For the
traditions of superstition it substituted the dictates of common sense; it put an end to the disgTaceful miracles that for
so many years had been the scandal of Europe.''
Through the Reformation came the separation of church
and state and the liberty of thought. Our own great United
States is a product of the Reformation.
This great movement (the Reformation) of the Age of Reason thus broke
down unity and gave liberty to masses of men grouged together in sufficient numbers to insure their position. It is
now invisibly, yet irresistibly making progress, never to be
stopped until there is an absolute emancipation for mankind.
Early in the seventeenth century Galileo constructed his
telescope, turned it skyward, and proved to the world the
truth of the heliocentric theory of the universe. This theory
asserted that the sun was the center of the planetary system,
implying that the earth is a small and subordinate body revolving around the sun. The geocentric theory, that the
earth was the immovable center of the earth, which I have
already mentioned, was the established doctrine of Rome.
Galileo demonstrated the orbits of the planets and proved
conclusively the heliocentric theory. Of course, the Church
punished him and he died in prison, a poor, disgraced man,
but his work lives on.
Newton followed in his footsteps and made known to the
world the law of gravitation. By this discovery he laid before
us the great truth that "the government of the solar system
_ is under necessity and that it is mathematically impossible for
the laws presiding over it to _be other than they are."
The nature and influence of the Age of Reason and a few
of the attainments resulting therefrom have been mentioned.
With these as a beginning, intellectuality and scientific- research have gone forward, overcoming all obstacles, and making possible the advancement of science in all lines as we know
it to-day.
But, as Newton said, "Only a few grains of the
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great shore of Truth have been discovered." There is much
Truth yet unknown. Surely it is for us to go on investigating, proving and demonstrating to the world the truth as we
discover it, for each Truth made known brings us nearer to
God, who is all Truth.

An Argument for Compulsory Arbitration
in Industrial Controversies.
W. S.

O

THOMAS,

B. A., '12

UR national progress depends to a large extent upon our
industrial prosperity and industrial prosperity demands
industrial peace.
The interests of capital and labor
never seemed more conflicting than now, and never have the
interests of the public been more dependent upon a harmonious co-operation between employer and employee than now.
Yet the history of the past few years has been rife with labor
troubles, many which have been extensive and exceedingly
harmful, inflicting on all classes and on all sections untold
sufferings and loss. In the past year we have recorded strike
after strike, lockout after lockout. The strike in Philadelphia
in the fall of 1909 alone brought hardship, loss and disaster to
thousands and literally turned the "City of Brotherly Love"
into one of strife and bloodshed.
In view of these things it is time that the people of our
country rise up and demand that these things cease, and as a
remedy for the existing evil and a practical means of mitigating these industrial wars, it is recommended that such controversies be settled by Compulsory Arbitration, that is, that
they be placed in the hands of boards or courts with compulsory power; that they have a hearing as in any other court;
and that the awards be made binding upon all concerned. To
prove this proposition it is necessary to show that voluntary
arbitration is defective in principle, that it has proved inadequate in operation, and that Compulsory Arbitration is
sound in principle and has proved adequate in operation.
Evidently voluntary arbitration is not sufficient for the
complex social life of today.
A few generations ago the industrial plant consisted of a
few laborers working side by side with their employers.
They understood and sympathized with each other. But today it is so different from this quasi-patriarchal period, that
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the nineteenth century it is said to have brought about an
"industrial revolution," the most salient features of which
are large scale production, close competition, the disappearance of the small workshop and hand industry, the introduction of great factories and mechanical inventions, the
consolidation of capital and organization of labor. Both
capital and labor have become impersonal and the friendly relation between employer and employee does not now exist.
Manyworkmen do not even know the names of their employers. Thus the old methods have become outgrown and inadequate.
Tne principle of voluntary arbitration is defective, for by
it public rights are made to depend upon the humor and caprice of certain individuals. The public peace may at any
time be abridged by a few men at the head oflabor organizations or even by a single walking delegate who perhaps for
the sake of personal gain or notoriety may incite the men of
his craft to enter a strike, and thus bring unrest and unhappy
conditions even to the extent of riot and bloodshed upon an
innocent and unsuspecting community. Besides the right to
public peace the public has a right to continue operations or
services, while these as well may be withheld at any time.
A strike on a railroad or trolly system can easily block traffic,
throw men out of employment, leave places unsupplied with
the necessities of life, and bring demoralizing conditions upon
an innocent people. Is this just? Yet such conditions have
existed repeatedly in our country-products in one place wasting, people in another place wanting.
In the coal strike of
1902, the coal beds of the Alleghanies were richly stored with
their ebon deposits and the students in the eastern schools
were shivering because the coal could not be marketed.
What then is the genius of American institutions? We claim
a government of the people, for the people, and by the people, yet in industrial affairs it scarcely seems to be a government for the people.
Industrial peace is as necessary to the well-being of society as formal law and order is. A strike is an offense against
society as the acts which are the cause of strikes. It is time

10
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for society to assert a rule over labor unions and employers'
associations.
Private wars are indefensible and out of date
and it is being recognized in industry as well as in war that ,
the safety and well-being of the public are the supreme laws.
Then where business is of public importance, public interference is necessary. The avowed purposes of democratic government define the right and duty of the state ''to insure domestic tranquility, to establish justice, to provide for the common defense and promote the general welfare.'' The measures
necessary to fulfill these purposes vary from time to time,
and as new conditions arise for adjustment, it devolves upon
the state to devise the necessary means. Cjvil courts have
been established to settle controversies between man and
man, i. e. private wrongs. Criminal courts have been established to adjust wrongs committed against the whole community, i. e. public wrongs. In the latter case the courts intervene of their own accord. The application of the same principle to industrial disputes-' 'the appeal to an impartial tribunal is'' as Carroll D. Wright says in his Practical Sociology,
"pre-eminently a civilized method of adjusting industrial difficulties.'' Then compulsory arbitration is only a further conservative extension of a principle every where acknowledged as
sound and just.
We need not review the more than 13, 000 strikes or the
541 lockouts of the five years (1901-05) nor speak of the
more than 3,000,000 employees turned out of employment nor
the loss of approximately $400, 000, 000 in wages.
Greater
still is the interest of the public-the third great party. Consider for instance the coal strike of 1902 which brought a
dreadful artificial famine upon the public. At a conservative
estimate $200,000,000 were squandered, twenty-three weeks
of demoralizing and brutal disputes, murders, blackmails,
riots, boycotts, breathed defiance at law, at order, at government, and at the security of homes. This is not a private
matter. It interrupts most seriously our domestic tranquility
and frustrates the operation of the principles of justice to se-cure that, for which it is the right and duty. of the state to

,
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legislate.
Further, voluntary arbitration is defective because such
boards have no power to compel attendance of witnesses, producing of papers or examination of books. W!th this limitation it is evident they cannot fully ascertain the facts in the
case. From the best evidence obtainable, however, they
make their awards, but here again they are confronted with
the iact that the wards may be rejected by either or both of
the contending parties. There is no law in the United States
by which their awards could be enforced. Therefore if these
boards accomplish any thing it is to make only a partial investigation, suggest a decision-which may or may not be
accepted-and leave the public not much better informed.
The past history of voluntary arbitration shows that it
has not been adequate to the needs of the nation. Our country has been the battle ground of thousands of industrial conflicts. Nearly 23,000 strikes raged in the U. S. between the
years 1881-1901, involving 6,000,000 workmen, with a loss to
them of $258, 000, 000, and a loss to the employers of $138, 000, 000. More recent reports show that they are even increasing
The industrial history of England
in number and violence.
and other European countries show similar facts.
A number of plans have been proposed for the settlement
of industrial difficulties. Among these plans three types may
be distinguished. First, those which rely upon agreements ·
between employers and employees to submit differences to
boards of arbitration created by themselves; second, those
which rely upon compulsory arbitration through state boards
of conciliation and arbitration and voluntary acceptance of
the awards of the latter; third, those which rely on compulsory arbitration through state boards or courts.
The first
two of these plans are voluntary and their weaknesses have
already been shown. The third is compulsory arbitration.
Compulsory arbitration is sound in principle because it
recognizes the interests of the general public in industrial
affairs. New conditions have created new wrongs and call
for new adjustments.
What would have been an infringe
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ment upon personal liberties half a century ago may today be
a necessary safeguard of our liberty. The "industrial revo-lution" of the past century has brought about a complex si uation which needs adjustment.
And so long as we do not
make that adjustment society suffers for the want of it. The
public is the great loser in industrial controversies. It has
already been shown how it blocks traffic, suspends business,
cuts off avenues of supplies, and brings disorder and even
riot upon an innocent public, and while the American government guarantees to her citizens personal liberties yet she
never does it to the detriment of the public. The local .option
law now in effect in Virginia shows how our government recognized the interests of the public as superior to those of
the individual.
On every hand we are restricted and yield
to the welfare of society. We do not and should not have
absolute rights; they are all relative rights, and in this respect industrial affairs should not be different from others.
Compulsory boards of arbitration are effective because
they need not wait until both parties are exhausted fr~m strife,
but they can take up the matter, compel the attendance of
witnesses, the producing of papers, books, etc., as any other
court; they can entertain facts and make awards, while at the
same time industry remains unchecked, thereby working a
great advantage to employer, employee and the public. The
decrees of such courts are binding; it leaves no opportunity
for either party to reject the awards. By this means stability
is given to industry, contracts can be made certain, and the
general condition of labor can be improved, because wages are
fixed and a fair share of the profits is guaranteed to the
laborer.
The history of compulsory arbitration is comparatively
short; yet in this time there have been some notable examples
of its success. The New Zealand compulsory law is perhaps
the most famous. This law was passed in 1894. Under this
system industry has been revolutionized. No important strike
has taken place since the law went into effect and now it is
known as a country without strikes. Production has increas-
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ed, more laborers have been employed, industry has been
more atable, capital and labor have been on better terms, and
the general conditlon of the working man has been improved.
Therefore it has been shown that voluntary arbitration is
defective in that it does not recognize the rights of the general public; and that it is inadequate both in procedure and nature and force of the awards, also because it has proved inadequate in operation. In the next place it has been shown
that compulsory arbitration is sound in principle because it
recognizes public interests, and is effective . in its procedure
and in the nature and force of awards.
Further the New
Zealand example shows that it is practicable and adequate in
operation. For these reasons compulsory arbitration should
be accepted as a practical means of mitigating industrial war:..
fare.
-

•

The Seven-League Boots
(TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN)
ELLA E. MILLER,

A

B. A., '11

WAY in a dense forest one evening walked a tired boy.
In order that he m.i ght shorten the distance he had
followed the advice of an old farmer to leave the road
and go thru the wood. He had been wandering around among
the trees for two hours and it seemed to him that the fores
had neither beginning nor end.
The fir trees glowed in the setting sun and the cool breezes
of evening rustled thru the tree tops, but the sand in the path
seemed to become deeper and the poor boy's feet more tired.
Finally he met a man of very small stature walking thru
the forest and carrying a bag on his shoulder. The boy raised his hat and said: "Pardon me, but how far is it to the
city?"
" To what city do you wish to go?" said the little man.
" Why, you are on the wrong road, my friend.
The city is
in this direction," and he pointed towards the left with his
bony finger. ' 'If you will pass over that hill, cross the brook
at its base and take that path which leads thru the meadow
to the road, you will have a good three-hour's walk to the
city.,,
" Thank you, sir," said the tired fellow, and heaved a
deep sigh.
Then he started off but a dwarf jumped out in
front of him.
''What is your nanie and what is your occupation?" he asked, "I have already concluded that you are in
Sonntags-kind-or otherwise you would not have spoken to
me."
" My name is Crispen and I am a shoemaker."
" You are a shoemaker!" cried the dwarf delighted.
''That is most fortunate, come along with me.
I will give
you shelter and work. Will you come?"
" Gladly," answered the young fellow, and they walked
After a short while they came to a
back thru the forest.

I
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small clearing where stood a small house.
"They are at home," said the dwarf.
''Walk right in,
my friend Crispen, and do not be frightened if you see strange
things.''
The door was standing open. On the table sat a steaming dish around which were seated six grey-bearded dwarfs
and an empty chair.
The dwarfs all arose and greeted the
stranger.
''These are my brothers,'' explained the dwarf to the
traveller. ''Because of our rambling thru the mountains and
caves our shoe-mending is great and we have been wanting a
skilled shoemaker for a long time. Remain with us a few
days and sole our shoes. It will be no loss for you. So now
come and dine with us.''
The tired hungry fellow needed not to be insisted upon.
He threw his knapsack in the corner, pushed a footstool to
the table and sat down with the seven dwarfs. They helped
him to meat and sauce and then brought in a large pitcher
from which they poured wine, such as the traveller had never
tasted.
That was a merry evening to all.
The stranger had to
tell them how things were going in his world, and then they
told of a beautiful princess who many years ago had lived
with them. The shoemaker knew the story, for his grandmother had told it to him many times before, but in order not
to vex them he listened attentively. Then a bed was assigned him and before he could reflect on his adventure he was
asleep.
When Crispen awoke the next morning a pile of wornout shoes lay in his chamber. Leather, pitch and twine were
at hand and a rich breakfast waited on a small table before
him. But the dwarfs were all gone.
He sat down to work and cobbled and hammered till sunset. Then the seven dwarfs came back and there began again
the merry feasting which continued during the whole week.
On Saturday evening the industrious fellow looked with pride
on the long row of nice shoes. In order to do more than any
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one else had ever done he sewed in the night while .the dwarfs
were asleep.
On the next morning Crispen bade them adieu. The
dwarfs all extended their hands to him except the one who
had led him thither.
He put a bag on his shoulder and followed him, saying, "I'll put you on the right road."
· When they stepped out of the house, the world seemed
They walked a while in silence,
enveloped in gray clouds.
then the dwarf stopped, untied the bag and took from it two
old boots. "These shall be your wages," he said to the boy.
''The boots are an heirloom of our grandparent, the famous
Tom Thumb, of whom you have certainly heard."
"The boots of Tom Thumb?" cried the boy joyfully, "the .
seven-league boots?"
"Verily," replied the dwarf. "Take them and use them
as you wish. Good bye!''
The dwarf disappeared, the mist immediately dispersed,
and Crispen stood on a sunlit road bordered by popular trees,
holding in his hands the seven-league boots.
"What a good time I'm going to ~ve," he said joyfully
and sat down on a pile of stones in order to put the wonderful boots on quickly. "Now I'll march straight into the Gold
Country," he said to himself, "and will fill all my pockets
with gold dust and the rest will come of itself."
He had only put on one of the boots when he suddenly
relaxed his arms and he sat there meditating. ''Now if only
some one would tell me in which direction to go." He raised
his head and looked here and there but nowhere was a guide
post to be seen. Crispen rubbed his head. ''To run around
thru the world so carelessly is foolish,'' he thot, ''I might
get into a land of cannibals instead of into the Gold Country.
It would be better if I would look for work in the nearest city
and prepare myself properly for my great journey."
That was a sensible decision. He packed his seven-league
boots into his knapsack. swung it over his staff and travelled
on cheerfully.
It was a beautiful morning. In the meadow thru which
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the road led, the reapers were swinging their scythes and
rosy-cheeked girls were gathering the hay up with rakes.
"I will go thru the tropical lands," said the boy, "thru
the plantations where the cut sugar-cane and shake
the coffee-berry from plum trees. Ah! you old poplars, you
will not see me wandering around here any longer. In a few
weeks I will be walking under palm trees and knocking down
cocoanuts with my cane. Instead of sparrows and gold-hammers, parrots and cockatoos will nest in the trees, and apes
and monkeys will play with me. And if a lion or a tiger
comes in my way, why, until you can count one, two, three, I
will be over the mountain and laughing at the beasts. Indeed,
I am better off than any other man in the whole world.''
About noon the happy boy reached the city and found
work immediately.
With his first earnings he bought at a
second-hand bookstore a map on which all the continents of
the earth were shown, and with it an old book which contained some strange travels on land and water. Then in the evening while the other fellows at the hotel drank and danced,
Crispen sat in his room studying like a student.
However the manner and appearance of the industrious
fellow was pleasing to the hotel keeper and on Sunday afterternoon he invited him to go walking. But when they passed
thru the gate there were three, the third one being the beautiful daughter of the hotel keeper.
On the evening of the same day Crispen did not sit over
his map, but he walked back and forth in his room, until his
room-mate rebuked him harshly for his night wandering.
Finally Crispen retired, but he could not close his eyes during
the whole night.
When the hotel keeper had paid the fellows on Saturday
evening, Crispen went to the jewelry store instead of the second-hand book store.
On Sunday morning the beautiful daughter of the hotel
keeper wore to church a golden necklace, which had these
words in gold letters attached to it:
Roses do fade, and marble may break,
But never true lovers forsake.
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''Crispen," said his companion, a mischievous fellow,
''Crispen, you are in love. Do not deny it. You are in love
with the hotel keeper's daughter. But your wooing is of no
use whatever. She is in love with that bookkeeper.
It "is
natural that you have not noticed it, you studious professor."
: 'Silence!'' demanded Crispen, and clinched his :fist.
''Silence, or I will strike you to the ground.''
Then he went up to his room. "Now is the time to travel around the wide world," he said defiantly, and oiled his
seven-league boots. "Farewell Homeland, farewell master
and, your beautiful, treacherous--.
When he had composed himself somewhat, he packed
his knapsack, putting his map on top, then he went down to
tell his master good bye. "After that is over," he muttered,
"I will go outside the city gates, put on my seven-leag,-ue
boots, and by evening I will be in the land of the queued Chinese.''
But when evening came he was not in China, but sat at
the table between his master and the beautiful Anne.
He
held her white hand in his and calied her his sweet bride and
everything seemed rosy.
For the present nothing could come of the great journey
around the world, but to put off is not to put away. He was
soon married and responsibility and care came to him. The
number of his family increased and Crispen had to be busy
from morning till night. But after many years, when he
had laid aside his leather apron, he took his map again and
studied it. The seven-league boots he tended with great
care and kept the leather soft by frequent oiling.
When his oldest son was grown up, he gave over to him
his business, and then the long contemplated wandering began. Patience!-The children grew up and the oldest son sat as master of
the trade on the three-legged stool of his father. It wa~
time to dispose of his daughters in marriage, and the great
journey must again be put off
an indefinite time. Patience!

for
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Crispen, patience!
Again a number of years passed. Crispen wore a black
velvet skull-cap on his bald head and his wife, Anne, began
to talk of the good old times.
The children provided for and held their parents in great
honor. They had prepared a bright, cheery room for them,
and the old man sat during the greater part of the day in a
cushioned chair and read his books.
On one Sunday afternoon when the sun shone brightly
' thru the windows, Crispen arose from his chair and took his
seven-league boots out of the trunk. He had just taken his
map and felt as vigorous as when a boy. Now he wanted to
go on his tour around the world, but because he was afraid
bis family would object, he decided to steal away quietly and
leave a note on the table telling where he had gone.
That evening when he did not come to tea, his wife
said: "Hemust have fallen asleep while reading," and sent
her little grand-daughter up to awake him.
Soon a cry of terror was heard and when they ran up to
their grand-fa.ther's room they found him dead sitting in his
easy chair. On the table however they found a note with
this message: "I have set out on my long journey."

The Third Race Problem
H. HOYLE SINK,

A

B. E. '10.

(Delivered at Alumni Program, June 1, 1910).

S I glance at the alumni about me to-day, I am remir1ded of a band of workers who have just returned from
work for a day's recreation. As a member of the class
of 1910, I am proud to say that this band of faithful toilers
will accompany you back into the fields of labor. Though
perhaps, inexperienced, I have implicit confidence, that the
members of this class will prove themselves worthy of the fellowship into which we so proudly enter.
No greater question is open for the consideration of this
body, or, of the American people than: ''Shall we accept the
south Italian and his blood kindred in our land?" Granting
the fact that our doors have been open to the home-seeker,
we must compare the present with the past before we grant
them admission.
While religious persecution has ceased in
the old world, our forests have been converted into cultivated
a second
fields. As these changes were wrought, the race has been firmly planted in our midst, and a third race is
seeking unqualified entrance.
The vast horde of mixed races from south-eastern Europe
that has swarmed to our shores for the past few years, pre.:..
sents an issue before which those of tariff, finance and trusts
pale into insignificance.
Such an issue is to-day sapping
the very life blood of our nation. Mistakes made to-day may
be to a great extent corrected to-morrow, but this motley
mass of aliens threatens us with a condition with which the
coming generations will perhaps grapple in vain.
Against the peoples of the great Aryan family I have
nothing to say; but it is against the south Italian and the Hungarian that my thoughts are directed. They have intermingled their blood with that of the Arabian, the Saracens~
and other peoples from Asia and northern Africa until they
are no longer of our family. With them the Iberic blood predominates, with us the Teuton and the Celt prevails. It follows then, that if we admit them in great numbers, we will

-
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have a third race and blood with which to contend, anda third
race problem to transmit to our posterity.
If it be contended that these people are industrious, and
that their labor is needed, the same may be said of the Chinaman, the J ap, or the Hindoo. And yet will any man who
loves his country say that the flood gates should be lifted and
these people allowed, like the locusts of Egypt, to be turned
loose on our western shores?
From those who advocate their admission we hear the cry
every day; that without them our factories and mines must
close-that our national prosperity must fail. I delight in the
prosperity of our country. I delight to watch the lurid glare
I am proud to
of our furnaces as they lighten the heavens.
watch the dark billows of smoke that hide the face of the
morning sun, and I hope to see the light rise higher still and
the columns of smoke grow thicker and darker. But I would
rather see her fires banked and her smoke dissipated to the
four winds, than to see this budding prosperity planted upon
the grave of our Caucasian civilization.
Was it for the Hungarian, with the dagger in his sleeve,
or for the south Italian with the Black Hand in in his heart,
that our forefathers braved the hardships and dangers of the
wilderness and wrested this land from the savage Was it for these that, later, our sires defied the arrogance of
tyrants, that Anglo-Saxon and democratic govertment might
be planted and fostered here? If it was for these that our
foreparents fought, bled and died, then it were better, far
better, that America had been left as a happy hunting ground
for the better that the streets of Boston had never
resounded with the cry of the patriot; better that Eutaw
Springs Kings Mountain and Yorktown had never been made
scenes of conflct; better that the blood stains left by the
wounded of Brandywine were not known to the historians of
to-day.
And what is the condition of a large per cent of our present-day immigrants? I say they are the scumt-he outcasts,
the refuse of Europe. Notwithstanding the fact that many··
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come from countries having compulsory school laws, in 1905,
78.9 per cent. of our immigrants came from countries which
have an average illiterate population, over fourteen years of
age, 46 per cent of the whole; and 70 per cent. of the entire
population of these countries are afflicted with infectious diseases. Do we believe that such aliens will ever become true
American citizens?
Then if we do not, we must check the
influx of these peoples, and allow the national stomach to assimilate what it now has.
If there were no other objection to America being made
the dumping ground of the illiterates of Europe than the fact
of their illiteracy, that itself ought to cause us to hesitate before we throw wide our gates for their admission.
The old Confederate soldier came home forty-five years·
ago to find desolation and ruin, poverty and distress on every
hand. He also found as one of the vicissitudes of war he had
to divide with the children of his former slaves, the meager
funds which he could pay to remove the dark cloud of illiteracy from our land. Now, while he and his children are trying to discharge their duty as patriots to the black as well as
to the white, another race of illiterates should not be precipitated on them.
Nor did the South alone suffer from this conflict of brotherly blood.
While the Northern soldier found his property
remaining, he yet was grieved to carry an empty sleeve, and
to think of dead and dying comrades whom he left on the
fields of conflict. These horrors must be ascribed to the fact
that the race dwelt among us. Now, when we think,
hope points the way to the right solution 0£ this problem.
Shall we voluntarily assume another race problem that may
give to our posterity more trouble than that which we have
had to face?
While we may yet see the crippled veterans,
both Northern and Southern; while we may yet see the blood
stains of our fathers on the prison walls, let us lend our every
effort to the suppression of this invasion! Well may we pon-'
der the warning words of Thomas Bailey Aldrich in the beautiful verses entitled, "Unguarded Gates:"

,
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''Wide open and unguarded stand our gates,
And through them press a wild, a motley throng0, Liberty, White Goddess! is it well
To leave the gate unguarded? On thy breast
Fold sorrow's children, soothe the hurts of fate,
Lift the downtrodden, but with a hand of steel
Stay those who to thy sacred portals come
To waste the gift of freedom. Have a care
Lest from thy brow the clustered stars be torn
And trampled in the dirt. For so of old
The thronging Goth and Vandal trampled Rome,
And where the temples of the Cresars stood
The lean wolf, unmolested, made her lair.''
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Is School Life Worth What it Costs?

T

C.

HERBERT HUFFMAN,

B. A. '14

HE land is full of schools, colleges and universities, that
are during these weeks of September and October,
opening their doors and welcoming all who are willing
within their walls. And many who do not directly share their
advantages stop for a moment to measure the value of their
contribution to the world's weal.
It can be only the impotent who say that the school and
colleges are not an entity by whose influence we develop individually, into grateful, generous, compassionate, just and
benevolent beings; nationally unifying into one great social
unit; universally uniting all into one great ''Brotherhood of
Man." The idea of utility, conductive to peaceful, healthfuL
relationships in society, is no longer a question for debate.
But when men are confronted with the fact that the maintenance of our system of public free schools costs the American people for the last school year the enormous sum of
$371,334,410, that is $4.27 per capita, or when the youth contemplating entering college or university, realizes that the
average yearly cost of school life is $480, we can scarcely be
surprised that some even zealous persons do not hesitate to
affirm that school life is not worth what it costs. The important questions, then, to be considered and carefully answered
Why spend m,illions upon schools and
by each, are these:
colleges? Why is it important that we multipl'JJ its agencies?
In what does its value lie? What is the end of education?
Financially speaking, perhaps our nation can never as a
whole fully estimate the gain from the millions spent each
year upon the systems of schools. But in all related branches
of learning, we find the superiorly trained men and women /
commanding far larger remuneration than those who have
"Gone forth unfitted for the fray; a burden to themselves and
to society.'' The agriculturist, who is generally conceded to
demand less training for success in his chosen work than does _
the individual of any other profession, furnishes a striking
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illustration. From a thorough knowledge of agriculture, Mr.
c. L. Goodrich, Agriculturalist, of Washington, D. C., says:
''I know a farmer in Florida, who, by means of systematic
rotation of crops, has increased the corn yielding power of his
soil threefold. On my own farm in Maryland, in four years,
I have increased the corn yield from eight to an average of
sixty, and on some parts of the land, one hundred bushels per
acre. These are all actual and not estimated gains." Likewise, in all vocations of life, promoted by a thorough training
the gain is proportionately, even greater. And thus, although
the best education is to be secured at a proportional price-as
the best broadcloth, financially speaking, school life well spent
returns many times its cost.
But when from a deeply convicted conscience, the great
preacher, Henry W. Beecher, Henry W. Beecher, uttered the
words, "We must educate," we cannot think for a moment
that the great man referred to material welfare alone.
The
noble mind, already infused with the priceless gems of the
race's achievements, undoubtedly realized that "Education
alone can conduct us to that enjoyment which is as once, best
in quality and infinite in quantity."
It is perhaps difficult to conceive, and so frequently unappreciated, that every human being is a bundle of splendid,
but undeveloped power. The difference between human
greatness and human littleness is, very often the difference
between capabilities left unaroused, undeveloped; and capabilities awakened-called forth into action. Just as the little
life was enfolded within the acorn, which under favorable cultivation unfolded into the mighty oak to supply the many
needs of man, so were the great lives of the world, once enfolded within the little lives of the world, merely waiting for
culture to call them forth. This great life then, with its infinite possibilities, latent within the simple little life of the
child, becomes not only a privilege, but a moral, a sacred duty
to develop. This duty devolves first, upon the homes to send
to our schools and colleges potential men and women; second,
upon our schools and colleges to develop, from the blade to the
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full grown corn in the ear, fully fitting from childhood to manhood, for the best work of which God has made them capable.
During the period of plasticity, which begins with life
and reaches its height perhaps at about eighteen years of age,
it becomes the sacred duty of every parent to mellow the vision and give a tinge of rose color to his child's outlook, by providing such means that will enable the child to record that
''Today the happy life may and of right ought to begin in the
schoolroom;" and that his life is to be developed and unfolded into vast fields of usefulness-useful to himself, to others,
and to God.
As he advances physically and mentally from childhood
to youth, the nervous tissue of the brain is strengthened and
developed; new nervous connections are made and old ones
worn deeper; the mind set free for new thought and action,
realizes perhaps for the first time that ''Education is not an
unessential side play in the world's drama of progress, but is
written largely in the very constitution of a growing universe;" that he himself is a part of that universe, thus embodying the idea of action; that in whatever it is his duty to
act, it is also his duty to study. Continuing patiently but diligently under the wise tutelage of the college he begins tQ
learn how he ought to think, and so perchance to think more
truly; to learn what the lovers of wisdom of all times have
thought concerning truth, and so to be guided by his own
thinking; discover what answers can be given by the hu:µian
mind to its own ultimate inquiries; to understand the nature
of the beautiful and the ugly, and so perhaps to enjoy the one
and scorn the other. He begins to understand the nature of
righteousness and sin, and so haply, to cling to th one and
despise the other; and finally to comprehend the expression1
of thought in language and so, posssibly to become efficient in
the communication of thought in speech and in writing. For
the first time he is deeply convicted that education is not simply the influence exerted by school upon his being, but that
"The human race itself, as a whole, is being educated under
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the tutelage of the Infinite Spirit, both in nature and in man,
for a destiny greater, both in time and eternity than it can
imagine.
His rapidly growing world reveals to him characteristics
of mind never before dreamed of. The doors of his mind
are open; his senses are responsive to all the stimuli of the
world that they are capable of receiving; and the mind is
ready to receive whatsoever things are ''true, lovely and of
good report.'' The treasure house of his mind is well filled;
his knowledge is general enough to make the universe seem
like home, and specific enough to make his work in the world
a profit to others and a pleasure to himself.
He has come
to realize his own powers and limitations. His imagination
is stirred when his mind comes into sympathetic appreciation
of the object of beauty. His judgment which reports facts
as they are, is trained; it sees their meaning; forsees their
consequences and catches a glimpse of the whole of which
they are fragments. Taste has been developed-the beautiful and the sublime in the works of man and God have become objects of mental perception and enjoyment. His highly developed conscience distinguishes minutely between right
and wrong; he wills to make his character a stamp of the
free choice of good thru life. He has now acquired the habit of doing his tasks well, because they are done easily. He
recognizes in others the mental freedom that he himself now
enjoys. And finally he is happy in the procession and use
of his full powers; he knows the truth and the truth has made
him_free; he feels the beautiful, ane the beautiful has made
him geutle; he wills the good and the good and the good and
the g.00d has made him strong. Continuously thru this period his highest ideal has been culture-' 'That which seeks
the sweet reasonableness, the eternal fitness, and the beautiful holiness of things."
He has a jealous love of the be~t
things in the world.
Theoretically he has now developed into manhood ready
for graduation, If truly educated he feels that his transition from youth to manhood is as it were, where the brook
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and river met. "The brook of delightful promise empties itself into the river of service." Graduates, but only to "Matticulate in the University of the Universe from which there
is no graduation," He has embarked upon an unending voyage of the greatest service to mankind. A service that shall
stand, not only for time, but for eternity a service worth infinitely more than it cost-a service, the appreciation of
which eternity alone can reveal.
In the words of Webster we find a fitting climactic answer to our question above: "If we work upon marble it will
perish; if we work upon brass time will efface it; if we rear
temples chey will crumble into dust; but if we work upon immortal minds, if we imbue them with principles with the ju'.st
fear of God and love of our fellowmen, we engrave on those
tablets something that will brighten to all eternity."
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EDITOR'S

PORTFOLIO

T is with a modest appreciation of the honor and a keen
. sense of my own inadequacy that I assume the proverbial ''We'' and take up the editorial quill to add another
volume to the history of the Philomathean Monthly. The
·proud record of the illustrious of the past has thrust upon our
shoulders a double responsibility, and whether or not we
maintain their standard, we here pledge ourselves to do our
best as conditions will permit.
.We propose that a college magazine should be an agent for
the stimulation of a wholesome literary activity, and a medium for the expression of the several phases of college life;
a~d, in truth, we consider that its real value as a specimen
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of journalism is measured largely by the completeness with
which it performs these functions. As an exponent, then,
of student activities it may be regarded as a fairly accurate :
index to the real work and condition of a student body. This
conception obviously charges the departmental feature of the
paper with considerable importance, and we have selected a
staff that we believe will give to this work their best efforts.
The Alumni Department, will endeavor to solve the "Alumni Prcblem, '' by bringing them into more intimate touch with
the college of today and more fully enlisting their ·support,
and practical interest in the progress of their Alma Mater.
The editor will endeavor to sift the the loyal from among the
disloyal. T7atch this department.
The Exchange Department will seek to broaden our conceptions of college journalism and literary criticism by extending
the borders of our excha.n ge list, and thus give our inter-collegiate relations in every respect a greater educational value.
We aim to make theCollege-Campu~-Classroom, areflection of the social life of the institution-tastefully tinged with
the hue of genuine college fun.
The College Forum is intended, as its name suggests, to
represent all functions of a public nature in the college community. It purposes to keep the reader in touch in a general
way with the literary society work, lectures and kindred occasions. We have reason to expect some interesting things in
this department.
The Athletic Chapter is based in the proposition ''gone but
not forgotten" and although the death knell of iBter-collegiate athletics has been rung we hope that the good is not ''in ·
terred with its bones.'' Whether this department is represented in each issue or not, is to be determined largely by the
activity in this line; but it advocates a judicious athletic spirit; it will chronicle such exercises as we may chance to have,
and perhaps report such news from the athletic world as may
seem in harmony with its purpose; and withal to study something of the real nature and value of college athletics.
This, in brief, is our policy and organization for this sess-
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ion but the extent to which we shall be enabled to execute
our plans is determined by the efforts of each individual member of the staff and the assistance-financial, literary, and a
score of other ways-of the student body, alumni and friends.
It is a fact well known to those who have ever been identified with an enterprise of this nature that it must depend
upon the revenue of advertisers for a substantial portion of
its financial support. They appear in our colums perhaps as
·
much, in some instances, as a philanthropic
Patronize
attitude to us as by the hope of a mere investment. Vfhey are all reliable concerns;
Our
and is it not but a just reciprocation of their
favor that we patronize them when other
Advertisers considerations warr~nt it? Let us use the
advertising pages of the monthly as a directory for our dealing, and .make their advertising a business expedient to
them rather than a mere favor to us. Tell your dealer that
you saw his advertisement in the Philomathean Monthly.

The prizes offered by the Philomathean Monthly last spring
for the greatest number of paid subscriptions by October 1st
started an enthusiastic campaign. The solicitors during last
commencement and the vacation gathered a good list of subscriptions. The winner of the first prize ($5.00) was Byron
M. Flory and the second prize ($2.50) was captured by John
E. Wine.

-we

hope in our next issue to announce definitely our prizes;
one for the best original poem contributed by a student during the year, one for the best original story and one for the
best essay.

COLLEG£$CAMPUS~CLASSROOM

Among the visitors here at the opening of school were Mr.
and Mrs. A. B. Miller, and Mrs. Mary T. Carroll, of Staunton, Va.; Miss Sarah Garber, B. E. '04 of Washington, D. C. ,
and S. S. Conner, B. A. '08, student of University College of
Medicine, Richmond, Va.
·
Prof. Hanawalt, president of Lordsburg College in'-"California, visited the college recently. He made a'·very interesting
and helpfui address in the chapel to the student body.
· Mr. J. E. Roller, class '10, spent a day in the college community recentlv.
Mr. W. R. Hooker and little sister, Mae, spent a few days
at the college several weeks ago.
Miss Gladys Cline visited around the college during the first
week of this session. She will not be in school this year since
she is going, with other members of the family to spend the
winter in California.
Dr. Blcknell has been ill for several days but we are glad
to see him out again.
Among the recent arrivals of new students are Miss Crosier
of W. Va., Miss Pritt, from Eastern, Va., Messrs. E. G.
Fritts, E. L. Myers and Thomas Faribee, all of North Caro.:
lina, and Mr. Shifflet, of Mt. Crawford.
The opening social showed a good representation · of old
and new students. The evening passed pleasantly under the
supervision of Prof. M. A. Good. The special features of in~
terest were a few readings by Miss Bayly, and several selec.:
tions of music given by Miss Myers and others.
A very pleasant evening was spent in the college parlors
several weeks ago when the members of the faculty gave a
social for the boarding students of the college. For awhile
Prof. Roller entertained the crowd with music on the graphophone, after which a number of parlor games were played.
On the evening of October 8, an informal social . was held
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in the college parlors. Various plans and devices were used
to tempt bashful people from the corners of the room. A variety of games were played during the evenirig, and it proved a very pleasant occasion.
·
Mr. Stanley Hoover has returned to school after an absence
of two weeks during which time he underwent an operation
for a growth in his throat.
Cupid, with his artful pranks, has been playing hovoc
among our alumni during the latter part of the summer, and
has claimed among his victims:
Mr. I. N. Zigler and Miss Mattie Roller.
Mr. Jacob Zigler and Miss Laura Cline.
Mr. M. Oliver Miller and Miss Bessie Hilbert.
Emmanuel Andes and Miss Bernie Kesner.
Mr. G. A. E.--(wait a minute).

The Philomathean extends to all these her heartiest congratulations.
Dr. J. W. Wayland now of the State Normal Schohl of
Harrisonburg, paid, us a visit a few weeks ago and preached
in the College Chapel. His sermon was scholarly and logical such as he always preaches. We are always glad to have
Dr. Wayland among us. He is one of the sons of Bridgewater to whom his Alma Mater can justly feel proud. His
name is connected with almost every worthy enterprise of
the college, such as the Philo-Literary Societies and
College History. He is also the author of our College Song
and of the Virginia Lee Song.
Prof. S. (looking at his purse) I am about broke and getting broker every day.
Neff are you taking German?
Neff:-No, but my grandfather took it for seventy years.
Mr. George A. Early, B. S. L. '10, visited the college recently. George seems to be the same good natured old fellow.
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He preached in the college chapel.
. Mr. P-ln Elocution made an emphatic gesture towards the
ladies on ''The Angels.''
Professor: ''Do you think it was right to study your lesson
on Sunday?"
Student: "Well I think it was a case of the ox helping
himself out of the ditch.''
''Say Cline, I saw you had a ''Rowe'' when you were out
walking this afternoon; how did you come out?"
Cline: "I held my "Row" (e) all right."

COLLE .GE

FORUM

In its strictly literal meaning, our au ti tori um is the Forum. But to our Alumni and friends this department shall
serve as a Forum. My purpose is simply to give a synopsis or
epitome of all events of a public nature.
Convocation

At the opening exercises on September 7, Prof. J. A.
Garber, of Washington, D. C., one of the first B. A. graduates of the college, delivered an address on ''The Sovereignty
of the Man who Knows.'' He emphasized the absolute necessity of higher education in this age of the world, and the
·need and leadership of the educated man.
This was followed by Dr. Ormond Stone, of the University of Va., who lectured on "Higher Education of Women for
the Service of the State. The speaker in beginning said he
does not know the college directly but by its products at the
State University. The State, he assented is not agonized society but only a function of society, and argued that in that
capacity is an opening opportunity for higher usefulness ·of
women.
He showed how the number of women in the educational
and literary professions is increasing and how she has proven
herself capable of that sphere of activity and worthy of
emancipation from an interior position in society. As a citizen of a democrocy it is her right, he urged, to seek a college
educat10n and her duty to prepare to assert herself more powerfully as a positive factor in the wo rld's civilization. In a
somewhat prophetic vein he hinted of a day when our state
university would be co-educational.
President Burruss of the Harrisonburg State Normal
School was~present and also made some encourageing remarks.
1

Literary Societies

The three literary societies started into the new session
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with a good installment of new material and an enthusiasm
that promises some real work.
The Acme literary society is now enjoying a series of
lectures by Prof. W. T. Sanger on "Psychotherapy; its Theory and Practice." Prof. Sanger did original research and experimentation at the Indiana University last year and his
discussions of the psychical treatment of functional diseases
and the general influence of mind over matter, have been
exceedingly interesting and instructive. Two of the series
have already been delivered. He has also been secured to
give a series of lectures on ''Paul as a Missionary'' before
the Missionary Society.
Lyceum

The Lyceum Committee has not yet perfected the course
for this year but at present arrangements have been made
forfournumbers. Early in Nov. Dr. Southwick of The Emerson School of Oratory in Boston will read The Rivals, from
Shakespeare; and The Gamble Concert," Byron W. King,
Pres. of King's School of Oratory in Boston, and Dr. C. C.
Ellis are booked for later dates. No one who heard Dr. Southwick and The Gamble Concert last year will miss the opportunity of hearing them again.
Conservatory and Elocutionary Recital

On the evening of Oct. 1, a Teachers' Recital was given
in College Chapel. The program was as follows:
Mr Rolle'
To Mary... ..... . )
An Open Secret f ···································· ·
·

~~b~}~1;~hlo~~;

}.......................... . ....Miss Bayly.

The Fisher... .... ... ..... ... .. ... .. ... ...... .. Messrs. Fletcher
and Roller.
Perdita
,
............
..
l
M11'ss
Bayly
HowSalvatorWon f ..................... ... ... .. .
i-

•

~;~;~~iv!~fif~:rts } ... ... ...... .. ..... ...... .. Mr. Fl~tcher.
Sweet Girl Graduate ........ .. ................. ..... .Miss Bayly
Valse Op. 34 No. 1 (Moszowski) .... .. ... ... .. .Miss Myers
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Where Are You Going, My Pretty Maid?
(Pantomime) .............. .Miss Bayly and Mr. Fletcher.
The audience was delightfully entertained by the artistic
performers of the music faculty and the exhibitions of elocutionary culture by Miss Bayly, our Elocutionist.

OUR

EXCHANGES

As few magazines have reached our Exchange table as
yet, we take this opportunity to make some general statements.
It shall be our aim during the coming session to become acquainted with as many of the best college magazines as possible and by thus extending our borders promote real college
Furthermore we shall criticise, not however,
journalism.
with the excellency of a Howells, but simply from the standpoint of a student's ideal of a colleue magazine.
We hope what we say in the way of criticism will be
taken in the manner in which it is given, as it is not our intention to criticise impartially or even-in a harsh way yet we
shall speak out frankly in praise or blame as occasion demands. It would indeed be unreasonable on our part to expect no favor in return for our criticism since we as all College magazines have faults that our own views do not enable
us to overcome. Let us remember that all criticisms are
prompted by the interest that friend has for friend.
What is a college magazine? It is the expression of all the
phases of the life and activity of a college. Since the students make the life of an institution, why not place the publication of the magazine into their hands thereby giving them
an opportunity to express their highest literary productions.
Here is a magazine nearly all of which is devoted to
athletic news and locals. On the other hand here is another
filled with uninteresting essays and poorly written stories.
In the first case the purely literary side has been neglected
for minor departments. In the second case the purely literary side of the magazine has been overdrawn at the expense
of the minor departments. A magazine must strike the golden mean between these two extremes since it is in-t ended to
give the college news to the friends and alumni as well as to
arouse the students interest in literary works by publishing
the products of his best efforts.

ALUMNI

DEPARTMENT

As I enter this new field of labor, I do so with some
reluctance. But since I realize that the success of this department does not depend so much on me as it does on our
loyal alumni, I take courage and promise to serve you as best
I can.
•
This should be the most interesting department of the
paper for our large alumni family; if it is, it will be because
you make it so. Who will be the first to pledge their support,
not only to send your subscription to the business manager,
but to send contributions for your department of the paper
that the alumni may come in touch with you? Do not wait
for the other person to write for he is depending on you.
Surely there is no better way to revive the pleasant
memories of the past, recall the interesting associations of
previous years at old B. C. than by communications thru this
medium. Shift the reverse lever of your brain and dwell for
a moment on the things that have inspired you to great and
noble deeds; those things that broadened your horizon and
helped you to greater usefulness. Let the fire of inspiration
surge thru your nervous system and set your brain to whirling until you can not resist expressing yourself in a way that
others may be induced to do likewise. Wont you please write
now before you forget it?
The editorial staff needs your encouragement, the student
body desires the inspiration of your experience with the stern
realities of life and our Alma Mater deserves your support
and loyalty.
·
While we hope to have the various classes represented,
class 1910 in the first issue, 1909 for the next etc., letters are
eamestly solicited from all, for part of the space will be
used for ·miscellaneous letters, so each contribution from every'
alumnus will be gretefully received.
Who's next?

~
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The work here is moving very nicely, we think; of course
only in proportion as we move. Since landing here July 1st,
we have settled down to housekeeping, preached twenty-six
sermons, taught Sunday Classes and made one hundred calls,
or pastoral visits. Note: Not a day has been lost owil}g to a
change of diet, which was prepared prior to our coming here
at the White House, but now by Mrs. Miller. To some this
will be accepted as Mystery Number II.
There is one thing I am not able to unraval. Namely,
why I didn't enter into the alliance long before June 2, 1910.
I suppose this is Mystery Number III. Say, fellows try your
hand! Three strikes are out in one game. I'll write again
later in the year. Perhaps in a more sensible way.
Yours for success,
A. B. MILLER.
D~AR ''PHILE'' : -

Nokesville, Va. , Oct. 3, 1910.

Yes, count me as a subscriber to the old Philo. Am
happy for the privilege of being on her roll. Enclosed find
my check to pay for same.
Was very glad to hear of the large enrollment at old B.
C. Hope she may grow and a creditable year's work be
done.
Give my best regards to old F. P. and any others that are
laboring for the old Philo.
With best wishes for your success,
Very truly yours,
W. L. HOUCHINS .

...

ATHLETICS
Physical training is now recognized by practically all
schools and colleges to be almost as important as mental
training. The old Greek principle ''A sound mind in a sound
body" is the key-note of modern education. And while this
doctrine was taught by the Greeks thousands of years ago, it
is only comparatively recently that it has been generally accepted in America. Even when our own fathers and mothers were students, attention was centered on the mind and
the body was left to take care of itself. But now a change
has gradually taken place: athletics has come to its ·own
and come to stay. Practically every school has some kind of
a gymnasium, and physical training is part of the curriculum.
And most important of all, perhaps, out-door-sports of°)all
kinds are aided and encouraged.
Bridgewater College has kept well up with the progressive spirit of the age. Her gymnasium compares favorably
with those of larger schools both in size and equipment, and
her athletic field is as good as the best. There is ample room
in the gymnasium basement for a swimming pool and on the
river for a boat house-if not for racing, at least for exercise and recreation. But these are still in the future, however,
if every one works to that end.
There has been a great deal of dissatisfaction and adverse criticism caused by the abolishing of inter-collegiate
athletics; has good elements as well as evil; chief among
these are the exercise and the incentive to exercise involved
and the college spirit aroused. But exercise can certainly be
gotten in other ways. A good way would be inter-class and
inter-society contests. At least three classes are organized
and with three strong literary societies this ought to furnish
an outlet for all the surplus energy and afford some interesting contests thus fostering both class and school spirit.
A great deal of activity has already bee-~hown particuarly in basket-ball and tennis. Under the direction of Capt.
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Thomas four basket-ball teams have been organized and are
playing regularly in the gymnasium. Most of the men are
rather new to the game but there is some good material and
we may expect good teams.
In tennis our old standby Dr. Bicknell has taken the lead.
Two courts have been laid out and are in constant use and
others will be added as they are needed. Scarcely enough
people are interested to justify holding a tourmanent this
fall, but one will probably be held in the spring.
But the most important branch of athletics and the one
most often neglected is physical training for the ladies. This
is amply provided for by regular gymnasium work. Under
the efficient direction of Miss Bayly, the physical instructor,
the ladies meet twice each week for dumbbell and indian
club drill. The benefits of such a move cannot be overestimated for it is a long step toward reaching the ideal of every
college to produce the highest type of manhood and womanhood.

'

