/1

I

...

Volume XII

Number

I

·-

~

~bt

...

llbilomatbean·
Jlontblp
...

OCTOBER,

1907

PRICE, J 0 CENTS
75 CENTS YEAR

BRIDGEWATER, VIRGINIA

The Rockingham National Bank
OF HARRISONBURG, VA.
CAPITAL AND SURPLUS, $100,000.00.
RESOURCES, $850,000.00.

DEPOSITS, $700,000.00.

DIRECTORS

OF'F'ICERS

A. M. Newman
J. C. Stiegel
G. G. Grattan
Samuel M. Bowman
Geo . W . Reherd
A.H. Long
Samuel Forrer

A. M. NEWMAN, Pres.

J. c. STIEGEL, Vice-Pres.
J. DINGLEDINE;,, Cash .

W.

c. G. PRICE, Ass't Cash.

You are Invited to Do Your Banking Business with Us
We aim to be prompt in service, liberal in treatment, and conservative in management.
Interest paid in Savings Department. Money loaned at 5 per cent.
on good paper. Safe Deposit Boxes for rent.

CALL ON

SHRUM

BROS.

FOR FIRST-CLASS BRICK AND BRICK WORK

DAYTON, VN

D.S. THOMAS
Manufacturer of

FINE VEHICLES

of all kinds. Also carry a: complete stock of Harness, Whips and
Robes. I{ave recently installed machinery for fitting

RUBBER TIRES

to old arid new Buggies.

Repairing

AGENT

done

promptly.

for the well-known Hagan Gas and Gasoline Engines, adapted to all
power purposes, especially the needs of the farmer. One can be seen
running daily at my plant.

RepoSitory and Factory,

BRIDGEWATER, VA.

J.

A. ZIGLER

ZIGLER BROTHERS

D. F. ZIGLER

Dealers i"n vValnut Luniber and Logs and Railroad Ties
TIMBERVILLE, VIRGINIA

Correspondence Solicited

Terms: Cash
J.

A. B. MCKINNEY

W. :pOVEL

A. B. McKINNEY & CO.
For Low Prices on all Kinds Fi"rst-Class Hardware, Sash,
Doors, Paints and Oils
BRIDGEWATER,

VIRGINIA

J. C. Early.

Geo. A. Snell.

SNELL & EARLY
FARM MACHINERY AND VEHICLES

MANURE SPREADERS, GASOLINE ENGINES,
Wilder-Strong Fodder and Ensilage Cutters, Fencing, Pumps, Piping,
Paints and Oils.
BRIDGEWATER, VIRGINIA.
LARGE STOCK

FAIR PRICES

GOOD QUALITY

ROBSON & ROBSON
DRY GOODS : : NOTIONS : : CARPETS
SHOES ::Q~EENSWARE ::TRUNKS
HARDWARE ·· GROCERIES : : ETC.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
A SPECIALTY

BRIDGEWATER, VA.
A. LOEB & COMPANY

CLOTHIERS

AND

STAUNTON,

FURNISHERS

v A.

.

For best work in Ta.iloring come to S. J. LANG,
4I W. Court Square, who has had forty-four years
experience in this business. C01rne to him, also, for
- PIANOS.; ORGANS, SHEET Musrc, etc.. . .

DR. W. T. LINEWEAVER,
Dentist.

C.H. MOORE,
New Market, Va.

Masonic Bldg., Main St.,
Harrisonburg, Va .
Residence Phone 226.
Office Phone 85.

" Sells Everything."
Ladies' Millinery a Specialty.

DR. WM. C. SHIRLEY,

DR. WELTY B. FAHRNEY,

Dentist.

Dentist.

New Market, Va.
DR.

Prices always the lowest.

VAUGHAN'S DRUG
STORE.
Timberville, Va.
We handle only high-class drugs.
Bring your prescriptions to us.
Pure Spices, New Drugs, Chemicals, etc.

Timberville, Va.

W.

Subscribe for

The Philomathean Monthly.
It is the duty of every Alumnus.

The Down-to=Date Druggists

ALDHIZER &

SON

BROADWA Yt VA.
Down-to-Date and Up-to-the-Minute in Everything Medicinal

GOODS FOR CAPS

Dear Sisters-When in need of CAP GOODS, remember you can
be furnished with first-class goods by writing to the undersigned.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. Samples Sent on Application.
Box 331.

MISS MARY A. BRUBAKER

VIRDEN, ILLINOIS.

Patronize Our
Advertisers, Please

~be

<tfbbp trt1>£' <trorporation
WINCHESTER, VA.

Printers

of

COLLEGE PUBLICA
TIONS, ANNUALS
CATALOGS
AND
BOOKLETS

CONTENTS
PAGE

The Value of an Education ................ N. D . Cool
The Hidden Angel. ................... .I. M. Henry
October (Poem) ............................ . .. '08
Huntingdon ..................... Rebecca C. Skeggs
A Madrigal (Poem) .......... . ........ . Sylvia Burns
Captain Singleton ..................... . H.B. Myers
Meditation (Poem) ............... ·. ._. ..... . S. V. S.
Editorials. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Magazine Reviews. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Campus-Class Room- College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Alt1mni........................... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Exchanges ...... : .......................·. . . . . . . . . .
Athletics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

l

5
ro
l l

16
17
21

22

24
26

28

29
3 I1

THE

Philomathean Monthly
OCTOBER, 1907

THE VALUE OF AN EDUCATION
N . D. COOL.

~~~~t=~ HE value of an education is inestimable.

It
cannot, like many other acquirements, be
estimated in dollars and cents, neither can its
value be limited to a definite period of years.
To prepare for complete living is the function
which education has to discharge and its influence, refining and cultivating, lives forever.
The person who is the possessor of an education is well
equipped for life's work. His faculties have been trained for
the functions for which they were destined, his mind broadened, his temper disciplined, his tastes developed, his manners corrected, and. his habits molded. Education does not
necessarily mean intelligence, but it does mean intelligence
developed. Its value is not in the development of any one
line but of all. We must develop morally, mentally and
physically, if we wish to get the greatest value out of life.
The increase of colleges and universities in our own
country is an indisputable fact that an education is no longer
a luxury for the wealthier class of people but a necessity . .
The value of trained men and women is becoming recognized
by every one and their value is so great that the world is
crying for competent men and ·women .to fill her responsible
positions.
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The earlier history of our Mother Country proves inevitably that an educated people is a progressive people. How
could England prosper when her rulers were illiterate? Many
of the earlier ones were not even able to read or write. Not
until the power of the educated people took control did she
turn from her almost continuous warfare to peace, contentment and enlightenment.
The educated person iS cultured, he is refined in his manners, he is considerate, his knowledge of the things which
tend to enlighten him make him such. He is very careful in
his affai~s of life, and on all questions, whether great or
small, he brings into use the action of a well-trained, well
developed mind. He thinks for l~irnself because he is competent to do so. His deliberations may be slow but worthy
of imitation, and when he has p~ssed judgment on any question his r~asons have been well weighed.
An education makes one independent in life. He is able
to go out into the world and make a success for himself. He
puts into use those developed faculties which are so important. An education is elevating, it develops higher ideals of
life in us. Vv e must build for ourselves a foundation, a solid
foundation on which to place a superstructure. An education
is the foundation upon which our whole career depends and
our superstructure will be just as the foundation has been
made.
The value of an education is not to the individual alone,
but also to the community in which he lives. It is like Christian fellowship, - it cannot be bottled up. It produces in one
the qualities of good citizenship, a kindly regard for the affairs
of his irnmediate community and an interest in all publicspirited enterprises. A community of intelligent, educated
people is a community of progressive people, a community of
prosperous people, a community where want is unknown and a
community where luxuries abound.
The value of an education has often been misunderstood
in many communities and is many times abused from lack
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of enlightenment. Many people look upon a man· Of culture·
as an enemy rather than a friend. They have the superstiti011s
idea that a cultured man is one who knows all the arts of
deceit, fraud, forgery and everything else that is bad. This
is far from being the mission of an education. The surroundings which influence a person to a very great extent, while i11
school, tend to develop in him the spirit oJ the : " Golden
Rule."
In every community there must necessarily be leaders in.
everything. In selecting such the people look . for the on~
who knows how to take care of the interests involve.d. They
are not looking for the inexperienced but for the experienced,
the one who knows how, the one who is educated in this
special line. They want him because he is valuable, because
he has developed the faculties given him .for the ·purpose intended by his Creator. He cannot only judge matters foi'
himself, but for the people in whom he is interested.
The spirit of a good training is philanthropic. ·The cul•
tured man is more often a philanthropist than ·a seeker of
wealth. He is interested in elevating the people of his community. He wants them to take the lead in all phases of life.
He does this willingly for his people without a just com~
pensation. His compensation lies in the fact that he has
done what he could with the talent given· him. Many
people have the idea that an education is limited ·to the
three professions, but this idea is rapidly passing away
and the proper function of education is firmly estabiishing·
itself. The man who follows the plow or the man who breaks
stone or lays bricks is just as much in need of an educatiollas the lawyer who pleads before the bar. 'Lhe productions
of the inventive genius in the last half-century ·have revolu-'
tionized the progress of affairs so much that we are :now ·1iv-'
ing in an age in which specialists are required. · The timehas passed when the untrained,. unskilled man cari take his
position along by the side of .the man who has been trained
for his work. The men who employ laborers today are look-
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ing for those who can give value received. Each year the
world is recognizing more and more the fact that the man
who is master of his work can do more work and better work
with greater . ease than the man who is not master of his
work.
The value of an education does not stop with the community, but extends to the commonwealth as well. The demand for competent persons to fill the responsible positions
of the commonwealth today is a pressing need. Trained
minds are wanted, minds upon which our country may depend, minds upon which our destiny is sure.
Our own country took the initiative in education. When
the Plymouth Colony landed in Massachusetts, one of the
first acts was to provide a meeting-house for religious services
and a school-house for the children. The early settlers of our
country had vividly impressed upon their minds the persecutions which drove them from their native land; and we are ·
convinced that they saw the great value in the training of
people or they would not have had this as one of the foremost as well as one of the most important issues of their
day. They saw that America's great leaders must be ~rained.
They were in need of men of sterling qualities who would
know how to foster the growth of a new country. Never in
the history of the world did schools and colleges grow in
number as well as in strength as they did in the United States.
The United States to-day stands forernost in the affairs of
the world because she has valued the ability of her sons and
daughters.
If the value of an education is then so important, so great,
if the effects of it are so strong and so enduring that the
destiny of every person, the destiny of every community, and
the - destiny of the entire world depends upon it, is it not
worth all the labor and energy which we may be able to devote toward the fostering of the great cause of education?

'

"THE HIDDEN ANGEL"
J.

M

M. HENRY.

AN was fashioned in the divine likeness and with
the eternal attributes of his Creator. In his infinite
wisdom God ordained that man should dwell for .a
little while in time and space to complete his -course of traii:iing in this great school of preparation on .earth, then he
should pass the examination of death and receive his position
jn eternity.
vVhen we look back into those dir:i pales of past age~;
where the light of history has scarcely reached, we .find man
striving with the elements which suppress him~ . He falls; but,
like a mighty monarch, he turns from exile and banishment
of Paradise and rises upon the ruins of . his own shattered
throne, becomes lord of all he surveys, bears the ponderous
burden until a gentle hand looses the fetters of life, bursts
down the walls of templed clay and bears 1n triumph his
spirit to worlds unknown.
When man was banished from God's presence did he
give up hope of returning? Never! He felt , that there was
something within him other than of clay. That something,
aroused by beauties of the external worldJ reached out after_
the great invisible behind the vale of nature; and down
through the ages man has been aroused by the beauties about
him, and inspired to attain to something noble and lofty.
What causes this impulse? Truly it jg " The Hidden
Angel " in these temples of clay, echoing the voice of God.
Methinks I hear some one say, " Man, dust thou art
and to dust shalt thou return." What was it, then, while the
Chaldean shepherds kept their lonely vigils on " Judean Hills/'
and gazing upon the blue vault above them studded with
shining lights, that stirred within their bosoms and won them
to the worship of the host of heaven? What was it that
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caused that good old Grecian philosopher to rise above the
superstition and idolatry of his age, reach out after the Immortal, Invisible, Unknown?
What was it that caused the savage Indian, as he pursued the chase, as he gave the war dance, to keep uppermost
in his mind that "humble heaven beyond the cloud-topped
hills, that safer \vorld in depths of woods which embraced a
happy hunting ground, where no fiend torment his rest, and
where his faithful dog should keep him company?"
What is it that so stirs within us as we behold Aurora,
goddess of dawn, open. the portals of morn with her rosy
fingers and in her swift rolling chariot, flies along the brow
of heaven, putting out "night's candles" with her trail of
flooded light; or as we look in admiration upon the grandeur
of the western skies where the sun retires amidst burnished
glory; or as· we gaze in awe upon the sublimity of night as
the dome of the heavens, adorned with thousands of gems,
bends in majesty over the earth? ·What is it that haunts us
with an ardent desire to abandon the vain and degrading
things of this world and rise· into the realms of purity and
holiness? We have all felt these heaven-born thrills within us.
It is adverse to man's nature, when he sinks into gloom
and despair of. living, to desire _to remain in it. · " However
.sinful, however ignorant, however selfish he may be, yet there
is in him a still small voice, an impulse which tells him he
was made for something better ;-that he has another and
higher destiny. In the very midst of confusion and disorder,
he is haunted and tormented by a taste for order and improvement. T_he claims of justice and prudence of develop- ·
ment disturb him, even under the yoke of the most brutish
egotism. He feels impelled to improve the material world,
society and himself; . he labors to do this, without attempting
to account to himself for the power which urges him to the
task. ''
What is it, when we are in depths of despondency, that
causes these aspirations to urge us on in the struggle of life, ·
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and to rise in triumph over om~ dead selves and mount to
realms of eternal glory? These questions are best answered
by good old Cato, when from the depths of despair he cried
out : " Why sinks the soul back on herself and startles at
destruction? 'Tis the divinity that stirs withia us; 'tis heaven
itself that points out an hereafter, and intimates eternity
to n1an."
The ever eager soul of man seeks truth and asks :
" Whence comes this quiet voice, that something in man which
distinguishes him from the other creatures of the world?
What power brought me here? What am I here for? Whither
shall I go ?"
Long ages ago, commencing in the awful solitude of
Himself, God laid the foundations · of his universe vast and
deep. His mighty voice, like thunder, came echoing through
Stygian darkness over the chaotic mass, saying: "Let there
be Light and there was Light." Then mysterious Night was
confounded and fled, and glorious Light unfurled her mantle
of azure over the infant universe.
Every stroke from the Creator's .hand finished system
and order out of mystified elements, and the completed work
ascended into gradational splendor and sublimest method from
naught to organized being.
Worlds were formed and whirled out into space, seeking appropriate orbits to commence their eternal circuits.
Then the earth was formed, enrobed in radiant splendor and
decked with beautiful flowers. The twinkling stars were set
in the heavens, the feathered songsters were placed in the
groves to fill ,the world with their melody. But all this was
but a preparation for the crowning work of- God. Creation
lacked the connecting link to join it in one solid system to
the spirit of Deity Himself..
"On the last day of creation man was formed from the
dust and placed within the Garden of Eden, lord of all he
surveyed. For him that earthly paradise was created ; for
him the hills were clothed with verdure; for him the moun-:
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tains were appointed as majestical sentinels of divine command; for him the sparkling rivulets babbled forth their
music; for him the heavens were bent, the stars shone, the
sun poured out his golden rays, and the 1poon gilded the night
with glory."
\!Vere all these works of God merely for a fabric of clay
created by him and placed in Eden's Garden? Was there no
spirit dwelling within that temple? I seem to hear a voice
come rolling down the ages, " The great Architect placed within the temple a part of his divinity. Look therein and you
will see the 'Hidden Angel' in all his glory."
This story of the Genesis has often been ridiculed as a
mere myth, but it is an acknowledged fact that man possesses
the attributes of his Creator and is stamped with his image.
Ever since the first parents were driven from their beautiful
home, mankind has been struggling to keep the path leading back to the lost paradise. This can not be done contrary
to our will. How often the voice of the hidden angel is
silenced and its beautiful image turned into the hideous features of a demon! God has given each of us the material
out of which we must carve an angel or a demon.
We are the sculptors. An unseen hand places within our
grasp the mallet and the chisel, and a gentle voice whispers :
" The marble waiteth; what wilt thou do with it?"
"Here stands a youth on the verge of life's work; he
takes up the mallet and smites the chisel with careless, aimless strokes. His mind is filled with images of low, sensual
pleasures; the enjoyment of the hour is everything to him;
his work, the future, is nothing. Soon he merges into manhood, the sculptor's hand becomes more unsteady. The formless marble takes on disfigured outlines. Its whiteness has
long since become spotted.
"The sculptor, with blurred vision and shattered nerves,
still strikes with aimless han.d, soiling and marring until no
trace of the virgin purity of the block of marble which was
given him remains. It has become so distorted, so demonlike, that we turn from it with a shudder."
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"But yonder stands another sculptor. . Glowing with
enthusiasm, the light of a high purpose illuminating his face,
he begins, with steady nerve and eye, to work out his ideal.
Patiently he measures each blow of the mallet. ·with infinite
care he chisels each line and curve. Years go by, and we
find the artist at work. Time has given greater precision to
his touch, and the skill of the youth strengthened by noble
aspirations and right effort, has become positive genius in the
man. Finally this ideal is attained; the image is complete, the
angel is ready for the Master's touch."
" Sculptors of life we are, as we stand with our souls
uncarved before us."
Will the image which we are carving be worthy of the
Master's approval? God has placed the power in our hands
to carve whatever we will. We have the ability to fashion
an image as bright and pure as the invisible angels of Paradise. We may build temples of magnificent workmanship, but
mind and storm will dash them to earth; we may carve in
granite and stone, but time will deface it; we may construct
edifices and towers, but rain and sunlight will cause their
decay; but if we mould an image in plastic of immortal soul,
as pure as angelic form, then it will shine on and brighten
throughout eternity. When temples, towers and tongues on
earth cease to be, when hills, mountains and plains have
sweltered in the furnace of the ages, then on and on it lives
in eternity's endless cycles.
What a serious thing is life! Shall we, possessing the
eternal attributes of our maker and t~ese . wondrous possibilities, be satisfied with having dragged out a bare existence
to its miserable end? Let us in moulding our characters, in
carving this hidden angel, take as . our ideal the only man in
whom we find a perfect model, the God-man as he trod the
lonely hills of Judea's land.
Thus fashioning and moulding ·our lives that when the
winter of old age settles upon us and our palsied hands refuse to grasp the chisel, the "Hidden Angel," dazzling in its
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beauty, will shake off the mantles of cl~y and soar hence into
the courts of heaven where it shall remain forever.
"The stars shall fade away, the sun himself
Grow dim with age, and nature sink in years;
But thou, Hidden Angel, shalt flourish in immortal
youth
Unhurt amidst the wars of elements, amidst
The wrecks of matter and the crash of worlds."

OCTOBER
Now the wind from off the mountains
Blows full strong upon my face,
And it brings the leaves a-flying
In a swift and gay-like race.
'Tis ·the herald of October,
Wending ori its mighty way,
And it takes my choicest flowers
As an off'ring to the day.

HUNTINGDON

A BOUT
f l valley

REBECCA C. SKEGGS.

four miles north of Roanoke, in the beautiful
of Virginia, lies the old homestead known as
Huntingdon. A farm of between one hundred and
one hundred and twenty-five acres of rolling land is now
all that remains of a once ·large estate. ·A road running
through this farm divides it irito two sections; about onethird to the south of the road and the remainder to the north
of the road. The house stands in a small grove of large oak
trees on the north side of this dividing road and fronts to
the south.
Two apple orchards are near the house. One is · just
across the road in front of the house and the other is to the
rear of the house. Although the trees are . old and gnarled,
they are a mass of beautiful blossoms in the spring and in
the autumn yield many bushels of lµscious fruit.
There are two barns on the place. · \!Vheat and hay ar~
stored away in the one and the cattle are stabled in the other.
The horses are kept in the wheat and hay barn. The immense
straw stack in the barnyard provides food for the cattle and
horses belonging to the farm. Under the cow-barn is a silo,
and here is prepared nutritious food for the cattle.
Chickens are everywhere. Last spring about four hundred were raised. They were kept in coops in the orchard
to the rear of the house until they were large enough to go
into the hen-house. Last year's crop of wheat was a failure
on account of' the damp and rainy weather, but the chickens
thrived on it and grew rapidly. When the wheat was scattered on the ground, the place seemed alive with chickens.
Nearly all were White Plymouth Rocks, and they made a
very pretty sight when feeding. ·
There is an old graveyard near the orchard at the rea:r
of the house where the previous owners of Huntingdon lie
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buried. Many of the stones that mark the graves are yellow
and black with age. 011ly a few names can be deciphered.
A wall once enclose~ this graveyard, but this has nearly all
fallen down. . Great lilac bushes grow in this graveyard, and
hardly a ray of light .ever reaches the ground. A vine, which
bears a pretty blue flower, has covered the ground and sunken
mounds with a t~ick carpet of green. \i\Thite and purple lilacs
bloom here in great profusion in the spring, and occasionally
one or two bushes bloom in August. This graveyard is a
chilly, cold, sad and silent place, and yet, so sweet and beauti~
ful at times.
To the rear of the graveyard is a great sink-hole or
sunken place between two hills. I was told that years ago
a spring gushed out from under a large rock at the bottom
of this place and filled it to overflowing. The migrating
ducks and geese learned to know of this pond and often
stopped there on their flights to the north in the spring and
again on their flights to the south in the autumn. For a number of years, now,, this pond has disappeared, but some people
believe it will return as mysteriously as it came the first time.
Wheat and corn are the principal crops raised on the
land. The acres of ripe, golden wheat in June and the fields
of tall, green corn in August are ·gladsome pi~tures to see.
Hay is raised, also. How sweet the new-mown hay smells
as we walk through the. field! Then, the boys have to have
their watermelon and cantaloupe patches, and much pleasure
4nd enjoyment are derived from this source. A large garden
supplies .vegetables for the table and furnishes work for the
boys in their idle moments.
The large yard has very few flowers in it, but the great
oak tr-ees make up in shade what is missing in the scarcity of
the flowers. Every spring, however, the Easter lilies, buttercups and peonies hold .high carnival under the trees and in
the green grass, and make a mass of daintiness and brilliancy
not soon forgotten. . These are soon gone and only the green
grass is left. Some of the oak trees have been struck by
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lightning in the last few years, during some of the heavy
thunder storms that visit that section, and have had to be cut
down. Several trees, still standing, are deeply scarred by lightning, but they are making a brave struggle to live. From a
high branch of one of the trees hangs a great swing. In this
swing you can be swung up among the topmost branch.es of
the tree. Few people can enjoy this swing, because swinging
so high in the air makes . them dizzy.
The birds have a regular jubilee in this yard all the. year
round. Early in the spring comes the bluebi.r d with its flash
of blue and its cheery notes. Then the wren, in coat of sober
brown, and the catbird, in dress of sombre blue, help to .swell
the song of spring. A mocking-bird has built a nest iµ one
of the trees every year, recently, and during the courting and
nesting season makes the air vibrate with its joyousnes~ and
love. Blackbirds, woodpeckers, king-birds, ground and grey
sparrows, and finches build their nests fearlessly near the
house and join in the grand and glad outpouring of music.
Many chimney swallows are about the house and buildings. In the morning and evening they can be seen circling
around .the orchards, barns and house, darting here and there
through the air, flying and skimming along, so joyous, free,
and happy. They build nests in the great, old-fashioned chimneys. Sometimes these nests become loosened and fall :to the
bottom of the chimney. I was visiting this home one~ wheq
a nest !ell down. We picked it up and looked at it. Ther~
were several young birds in the nest. We put it bac,k into
the chimney and the old birds came and fed the young birds
there until they were able to fly out. With the whirr;ing of
their wings and their chattering and .twittering, the- sw:allows.
make a great noise in the chimneys at night.
The house is built of brick and has three ·outsjde porches ..
One po"rch is at the front or south side and the other t~o are·
at the east side of the house. These porches are covered with:
tin and have a small hand-railing around the edge of the roof,.
thus giving the appearance of double porches.
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The roof of the house is painted white and, amongst
the green of the trees, makes a pleasing contrast. You can
see the white roof gleaming in the sunshine long before the
house is reached.
From the front door a large hall opens, at one side of
which a stairway leads to the second floor. Until within
the last year ~r so, this front door had neither lock nor key.
It was secured at night by a large wooden bar placed across
the inside of the door.
This hall leads into the parlor. on the left hand and into
the dining-room on the right. These rooms are both very
large, with high ceilings and a deep ·w ainscoting all around
the walls. Huge fireplaces give warmth and cheerfulness in
the winter time. The windows are narrow and high, and
deeply set in the walls. Shutters of solid pieces of wood
protect the outside of the windows.
The dining-room has four doors leading out of it; one
to the front hall just mentioned, one to a side porch, one into
a rear hall, and one into a passage-way which opens into a
stairway to the basement.
The basement' is divided into two sections,- front and
rear. The rear section is used as a cellar, and here are kept
the many cans of fruit, the crocks of milk and cream, and
the jars of butter. Really, this rear basement has two parts,
one part serving as a storage room for the vegetables put away
for winter tise. The front section of the basement is paved,
and for many years was used. as a kitchen and dining-room
for the large family. Many good meals have been enjoyed
in this old basement, and youth and laughter made the room
light and gay.
Out of the rear hall a door on one side leads to a small
.bedroom. _From one end of the hall the present kitchen is
enfered, and at the other end of the hall a door ushers us out
onto the second side porch.
On the second floor are five or six bedrooms, only two
or three of which are in use at the present time. The large
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family' have been scattered; some are dead, one is marrieel,
several are away at school, and only four or five are now at
home.
In the bedroom over the dining-room, the stairway to
the attic is found. This attic is a delightful place for children to play in on rainy days. The rafters are black with
dust and the cobwebs are thick; nevertheless, the place has
joyous associations. Here the children gathered and played
and talked, .and here many plans were laid as to what they
would be and do when they became "grown-ups." Here
many beautiful airy fabrics of the mind were reared only to
fall with a crash and dissolve into nothingness.
Father, mother, four boys and four girls composed the
family when I first visited this old homestead. The father is
a grave, dignified man, yet the twinkle in his eyes and the
curve of his lips tell us that he still enjoys ·laughter and fun.
"Mother," as the children call her, is very brisk and businesslike in her manner and ways, and very loving and sympathetic
with her family and with all who come in contact with her.
The children are bright and cheery and possess great strength
and purity of character. They could not be otherwise, under
the influence of their parents, and of the home in which they
have been reared.
One of the boys is married, one is at the University
completing a course in law, and one is at John Hopkin's Hospital studying his chosen profession of medicine. Two of the
girls have died during my intimacy with the family, and their
deaths have cast a shadow on the faces of the loved ones
left behind. Only three of the children are at home now.
Into their lives some rain has fallen, but they know that
"behind the clouds the sun still shineth." All the days are
not " dark and dreary " and many times the old house ring~
with their laughter and song.
So, the old homestead stands, sturdy and strong. Out
from her fields and doors have gone. men and women who
have been an honor to the country.' These always had a lov-

CAPTAIN SINGLETON

T

H.B . MYERS.

HE story of Captain Singleton is interesting for several reasons. First, its author, Daniel Defoe, is the
father of the English novel. Perhaps another reason
is that the story deals with that sort of life which characterized
the age in which Defoe lived. This age was characterized
by a spirit of the boldest daring and extreme fondness for
adventure and discovery. This sort of life was pictured in
perfection by Defoe. Still another thing which adds interest
to Captain Singleton is the style in which it is written. Surely,
Defoe's style cannot be called learned nor polished; yet there
is power in it-some beauty which few writers are able to
equal.
We have read but a few pages at the beginning of this
story until we have noticed with what extreme care Captain
Bob-as he is called-declares to us that he is from the heart
a rascal; how from inclination he is a thief. V\Te, perhaps,
wonder at this, for in the· common man there seems always a
wish to put forward the best side and not to show the worst
or even the dominating evil desires. This emphasis, as we
will see later, has a definite purpose. And it may here be
remarked that Defoe scarcely uses an illustration or any allusion to which he does not later refer. Vv e are, perhaps, a
little disgusted at the minute details which Captain Bob gives
concerning the most trifling affair ; but there is something in
the tone of the story which will not allow us to stop reading it.
The most interesting part of the story is the wandering
of Captain Bob, and his mob of hventy-:-seven clepra ved murderers, from one coast to the other of Africa. It seems to us
the limit of folly for a little company like this with no provisions, no knowledge of tropical ~ountries , no guide, nor
anything else of necessity, to attempt to journey through the
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wildest of all continents. And to gain the credulity of the
reader, on starting Captain Bob shows hesitatio~ to go, he
shows his men the possibility of their complete destruction
at the hands of savage men and of still fiercer wild beasts.
But the men are determined to go. · By a miraculous battle
viith an army of natives, they kill thousands of them, taking
prisoners whose duty it becomes to carry their provisions for
them. They start, and of all heard-of experiences, those of
these people surpass all. But the reader can rest in easy
assurance that the author will bring everything around right
in due time. The most difficult situation arises only to be
vanquished by the undaunted pen of the writer. By the
reader no fears need be assumed, for all things in novels,
unlike many things in life, turn out to the best for its hero.
The brave writer who has delivered this motley crowd
from so many scrapes is unable, however, to explain to us
how, for over a year, through terrible hardships and disasters,
Captain Singleton and his followers never quarrelled ; never
grew at all despondent ; never murmured. So unlike all nature, that we know, is this, that we are about ready to go
away in disgust; but never did Defoe lose a reader that way.
When he sees that all traces of possibility are gone, he fills
the argument with various devices to make it seem plausible.
For instance, he will say that he doesn't remember exactly
every. detail, but he thinks that it is as he has given it. And
again into the most trifling det~il he goes like a child, thus
by assuming innocence he impels belief.
When he has spent all his picturing power in mysterious
Africa, he sees it is necessary to find new surroundings for
his hero. So, with a supernatural effort, he takes up Captain
Singleton, bodily, and sets him down commander of a pirate
ship. He must, for the best effect, send him to the far distant seas, where the average mind is unacquainted. So, the
scenes of the latter half of the book is in the vicinity of
Madagascar and other easterµ islands. As one adventure
succeeds another, we must admit that the reading of them
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becomes slightly monotonous. A new character, William
the Quaker, is introduced, I believe, for the purpose of variety
and partly for contrast. The conversation of the Quaker is
novel .and witty.
As Defoe is extremely careful to give at times the full
details, at other times to pass over great incidents in silence,
we should like very much to know how, for instance, Captain
Singleton for years could manage a crew of five hundred
men, all notorious cut-throats, without ever a murmuring.
But of mutiny there was none in his ship. Though the men
were rapacious in grabbing gain from every source, yet to
each other and to their leader they practiced the most generous
magnamm1ty. And, as we are led to believe, none ever died
from the severest wound received in battle. So, where we
would expect explanation, we are amused to see the author
skilfully avoid it.
Now, here we come to the strangest part of the whole
story. Captain Singleton, the world-known pirate, he who
never read a chapter from the Bible ; an old man ,;vho had
squandered his life and filled his bank account on the goods
stolen from honest men, this man repented suddenly and became a Christian! Is. this sort of action common in real
life? Do men, bred and raised to be miserly and greedy,.
turn in their old age into philanthropists? This was not true
in Defoe's day, nor is it true in our time. Here is where we
feel Defoe lost out in making this a great novel. Keeping as
near as possible to the common man and the natural life is
what gives the modern novel its perfection.
Though all license is given a novelist to create what he
can, yet it seems Defoe takes some advantage of the reader
to get him to believe his story. Foot-notes and references
are made. Even in the introduction he rather pledges himself for the truth of his statements. It may be that Defoe's
reputation as a prodigious liar . is merited.
To the average reader it is a loss of time to read Captain Singleton. Yet in it are some of Defoe's· wittiest and
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brightest sentences. Above all, I tll.ink, it gives an insight
into Defoe's own character. It shows us that he hoped, that
he expected, that he waited in patience, a better fortune.
Comparing this with his life we find it is parallel. The reverence Captain Singleton showed for sacred things all through
his rough life is only a picture of Defoe in his religion. For the
unbelievable hair-breadth escapes recorded in this novel, we
must make the allowance that Defoe's time was an age of
freaks and prodigies, compared with our own.
Captain Singleton did and always will depend for its
readers on the reputation of its author, Defoe, and the fame
of its predecessor, Robinson Crusoe.

MEDITATION
There comes a voice
From up above,
It speaks of work,
It .speaks of love.
The love is more
Than I deserve,
. The post too high
For me to serve.
And then again
The voice I hear ;
Its truth is sweet,
Its tone is clear.
" The harvest's great,
The lab'rers few ;
Though weak you are,
The Lord needs you."
Theri. to the work
With heart and hand,
I'll follow Christ
Who died for man.

S. V. S.
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hope will be good for her and also make her more pleasing
in the eyes of the public. In order that she may develop
into strong and healthy womanhood, she needs the assistance
of every student and alumnus of the College. Any one in
doubt as to the way in which he may assist "Little Mag "
to gain strength we kindly refer to the members of the editorial staff of the PHILOMATHEAN.
--o--

Some of the most earnest members of the student-body
have been trying to impress very forcibly the friends of
the College that "the first requisite in life is to be . a good
animal." In short, they have been soliciting means for a
gymnasium which is to be erected on the campus near Wardo.
A gymnasium is now considered almost a necessity to an
educational institution, considering the benefits received thereby. People are beginning more and more to believe " that
there can be no real health of soul if there is not equally
health of bocly,"-and " the body belongs to the soul and the
soul to the body." A man developed physically, morally, and
mentally approaches the ideal, perfect manhood. It is an
acknO\vledged fact that well developed manhood cannot be
attained without physical training of some sort. It is also
necessary that there be system and regularity in the training.
This is almost impossible at . school during the winter months
outside of the gymnasium. Thanks to the many friend s of
the College, a gymnasium will soon be in the process of
erection which will be a credit to the institution.
'

MAGAZINE REVIEWS
As we look over the rack the ~rst monthly that attracts
our attention is that familiar green-backed magazine, The
Strand. \!Vithin its covers we first find some excellent color
prints, " Pictures-Grave and Gay." "The Scarlet Runner"
is of course here. Then "The American Aeronaut" is discussed. This being the two hundredth number, note is made
of the fact. The short stories are up to the standard. Of
special interest is another adventure of the " Yap " reporter.
As usual "Curiosities" bring up the rear. (International
News Co., N. Y. $r.oo.)
Success for October is as s·uccessful as ever in entertaining its reader. Interesting among its topics are: "Drugging
a Race " ; " The Love Sonnets of a Car Conductor " ; " Building the House " ; " Sports and Recreations " ; " Our Own
Northwest." "The Real Lawson" . is worthy of more than
passing notice. On the ladies' side "The Cook's Noteb"ook"
1s found. (The Success Co., N. Y. $r.oo.)

The front cover of the C osniopol-itan paints attractively
for us " Summer's Goodbye." Here, as in the "Strand,"
we find " The Problem of Air Flight." " The Heir of the
Broken O," " ·The Crucible," and " The March of Kelly's
Army" are some of the tales. In its pages we meet the "limelight girls " and learn their places. We must not forget the
articles on " Helen Miller Gould," and " The Omnibus
Bishop." To the lover of good magazines the Cosmopol£tan
is always a friend. (Cosmopolitan Pub. Co., N. Y. $r.oo.)
For one dollar and fifty cents will come to you from the
Pacific Coast The Sunset .Magaz£ne. Here you will learn
all about "The New San Francisco," "The Northwest's Exposition," " The Invasion of Oxford," and many other up-
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to-date things. You will of cours~ be interested in " The
Firebrand" and "An Unsung Rough Rider." You will find
yourself "In the Twin Falls Country" and "Uncle Sam's
New Farm." As you close you will learn " The Course of
Empire."
Other magazines which demand attention are: The Literary Digest) Travel Magazine) The Musician) The Missionary
Visitor) Record of Christian Wark) and the Phrenologica.l
Journal.

CAMPUS-CLASS-ROOM-CO'LLEGE .
The session of 1907-8 opened September 3d with a good
number of both old and new students in attendance. · In the
afternoon a very interesting address was given by Dr. \~Tay1an9. The outlook for this session is very. promising. The
enrollment at present is thirty more than the enrollment at
this time last year.
Prof. Roller spent several days with us at the opening.
He will be absent this session to take further work at the
Oberlin Conservatory.
Prof. Fletcher, of Louisiana, an old student of B. C., arrived the twenty-fifth. He comes here from Chicago, where
he has been studying during the summer.
L. V. Price, B. C.'s twirler for the last two years, will
return within a few days.

The anniversary program of the Virginia Lee Literary
Society will be held November r st.
On the following Friday, November 8th, the Victorian
will celebrate its anniversary.
Mrs. Yount is at present visiting her father at " Bonnie
View," Cloverdale, Virginia.
Mr. Harold Myers, class of '08, could not enter at opening on account of fever. He is improving as rapidly as can
be expected, and hopes to be in school in about a month.
Mr. Fred Myers, the poet of the class of '07, spent several
days with us awhile back. When you speak of a " Marshal "
it still brings that old smile to his face.
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The opening number of our lecture. course is October
· 7th. We have quite a fine lot of talent employed for the
course this year.
The number of preachers were increased last week by
the addition of Mr. George Early. There are now ten preachers in the student-body, and we hear of more to come. Look
out for the baseball contest next spring.
Prof. ]. M. C. ( talk.i ng on 'phone) : '' I see from this
announcement that you called for me."
Prof. H. (who had been looking on) : " Do you think
she caught the force of those gestures?"
A student's reasoning in debate: " That man who steals
doesn't do it because he loves money, but to live, for he
doesn't care w~ether he is living or dead. "
Senior S. (in French): "The peasant has twelve oxens. "
After the professor had been t~lling the evils of coffee
and tea, the young man from East Virginia asked : " Professor, is sassafras tea injurious?"
Professor: "No, I didn't mean that. "
East Virginian: " Well I am glad it isn't, for that 1s
all we drink in East Virginia. "
We are glad to know that P . H. B. has recovered from
his shock. He liad been in the habit of wandering toward
Berlington, but since the "Roller " ran over him, he has
been unable to go that way.
A topic discussed very much at one of the tables is
House." We hope th~ parties will agree be" Building
fore they build theirs, because " a house divided against itself
will fall."

a

ALUl\!1NI
The alumni department in a magazine is an important adjunct to the school of which it is a representative. It is there,
if every alumnus avails himself or herself of the privilege
accorded, we may keep the spirit of brotherhood alive. It is
there we may give our experiences and hopes in a way that
no other department of the magazine affords.
Of course in other departments some of our alumni are
sufficiently interested to contribute to her pages; yet, these
pages do appeal more strongly to those who have gone from
their alma mater.
As we, dear alumni, are pursuing our daily duties in this
life, we cannot help remembering the friendships formed,
the battles fought, ·the difficulties surmounted in and about
the halls of our much cherished institution.
May every alumnus receive with delight 'this new PHILO
and during the year send in a communication for these pages.
Let every one feel this a special request from your editor
to respond with some words of ·encouragement.
The good people of Timberville, Va., have been fortunate
in securing the service of Miss Savilla Wenger, B. E. '03, to
mould the minds of their young pupils.
Mr. F. P. Myers, B. E. '07, instead of returning to his
alma mater this session, has accepted the principalship of the
Tenth Legion Graded School in this county.
Mr. Horace K. Wright, B. A. '05, after two years' successfol teaching, has now entered the Theological Department of Princeton University.
Miss Sylvia Gray Burns, B. E. '07, is in the employ of
the school authorities of 'her native town in Bath County.
Mr. Weldon T. Myers, M. A., 'or, is at present assistant
instructor in Latin in the University of Virginia.

EXCHANGES
We look forward with pleasure to the coming of our
exchanges for the session of 1907-8. With a mingled sense
of joy and pride we shall, from time to time, scan the exchange table for old friends and gladly welcome the new
ones added to our list. As we criticise, let us do so in the
spirit of justice and helpfulness, striving to make the present
session the most successful of all sessions in the college magazine world.
In the May number of exchanges " The Wake Forest
Student " wins first place. The neat appearance it presents
is not all by any means that commends it to the reader. The
merit of its articles is up. to the high standard it has attained
and justly deserves to be called the leader. V\T e congratulate
the editors on this closing number of a most successful year's
work.

The " Juniata Echo " is filled almost from cover to cover
with articles on "The Carnegie Library." Well could our
sister college set aside one number of her magazine to this
special subject. The history of the library is told in an interesting manner.
We mention " Mississippi College Magazine" because of
one worthy article, "Aston's Hit," a story by L. P. S. The
author takes us out of the imaginative .realm and, by the vividness of the description, sets us down in the field of the real.
The "Central Collegian" would do well to limit th·e
space given " N equissimae N ugae N ebulonis," giving us in
its place other articles as good as " The Star of Bethlehem,
Its True Magnitude." The reader's mind is carried into a
wide field of thought in this essay.
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We note with pleasure the make-up and appeara~ce of
"The Bessie Tift Journal." Nearly all the articles are too
short. We are not in favor of too lengthy ones, but an
author cannot do justice to a theme, as a rule, if it is as
short as these are. The first article is worthy of mention,_..,..
it is one not so brief,-because of the clear-cut argument the
writer produces in discussing the subject, " Shall Georgia
Have a Limited Franchise?" We may not agree with every
statement the author makes, for instance, . " The most glorious
commonwealth of onr Western Continent,-the grand old
State of Georgia," but we can agree with the closing lines:
" Forever, I say, better have a few to vote and. have that vote
cast by an educated class of people who cau.not be bribed, than
by the corrupting masses gradually lowering the nation's
standard. " The poem, "In the Garden," is above the average (
poems found in our exchanges . in the vivid description portrayed. The editor showed skill in the choice of subjects in
the editodal department.

ATHLETICS
One of the necessities of successful school work is physical
exercise. No student can be just to himself and do without it.
A good, sound, healthy body is absolutely necessary for the
best mental, moral and spiritual development, and no one
who neglects to take sufficient exercise can be healthy and
strong.
Health is a virtue and the one who allows his body to
deteriorate for want of exercise commits a sin. Nature demands symmetrical development of man. For this purpose
he has a body perfect in design and suitable to his needs.
But if the strength of the body becomes impaired the whole.
foundation will be ruined and so the entire superstructure will
collapse as a natural and inevitable result.
Our principal athletic sports are baseball, basket-ball ,
and tennis.
The baseball captain has not entered school yet, on account of illness, but the fall practice is going nicely under
the supervision of the manager, E. M. Hoover. Judging from
the large number of men who have appeared on the field daily,
there will be a great many applicants for the vacant places
on the team, which means hard work fc:ir each man who
desires to gain a place.
J. B. Stone was elected captain of the basket-ball team
and F. J. Wampler, manager. The prospects for a winning
team are encouraging. A nice schedule is being arranged.
The first on the schedule is a game with Shenandoah Collegiate Institute, October 12.
At present we have several tennis courts where each evening many of the boys find delightful and profitable recreation.
The swish of the racket and the whiz of the balls are familiar
to us all.
Money has been raised for the new gymnasium and arrangen:ients are now being made for its erection.
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General Course; ·and Seminary Course leading ~o
B. S. L.
jlftU~fC:

Music Teachers.' Course, two years. Voice Culture Course ; Piano Course, four years.

QCommttcfal Business
Co~~se, one year.
and Typewriting, one year.
Course, two years.

Short~and

Combined

a_gtfC:UltUtal
A practical applicatioi:t of ~he sciences
.
to the art of successful farming.
~Otmal

.f\. Teache_r's Normal, largely attended yearlyin the spnng.

The college atmosphere is socially, intellectually and
morally helpful. The~five buildings are-modernly equipped.
A new gymnasium soon to be erected. One of the best
athletic fields._in the state. Faculty unsurpassed.
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~ttractibt ~oubenir

BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE : :
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BRIDGEWATER, VA.
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