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Chemistry Lab Blast

HE RESEARCH LABORA-

TORY, used by Dr. Thur-
man Grossnickle, on the third floor
of the college science building suf-
fered a flash fire and minor ex-
plosion on Monday
February 23.

James Simmons, Bridgewater,
Va., a senior research and pre-med
student, received second degree
burns as a result of the accident.
He was alone at the time, and
ether fumes were set on fire by a
hot plate which was in the lab.
He suffered the severe burns as
his clothes quickly caught on fire.
As he sought a fire extinguisher,
the explosion occurred in the lab-
oratory breaking windows and set-
ting the ceiling and shades on fire.
It was fortunate that no one was
in the room at the time of the sub-
sequent explosion. It was esti-
mated that damage amounted to
approximately $500 to $1000 dol-
lars. One intangible loss was suf-
fered in the destruction of Sim-
mon’s notebook with all its research
notes of their current project.

afternoon,

Quartets Complete Tour
OTH THE LADIES’ AND
MEN’S QUARTETS have
completed their spring sacred con-

cert tours which took them into
Maryland, Delaware, West Vir-
ginia, and Virginia. Under the

direction of Philip E. Trout ’50,
instructor in music, the groups pre-
sented more than a dozen music
programs in local churches, college
chapel, and on special occasions.
The ladies’ quartet was com-
posed of Jewel Miller, Arlington,
Va.; Lois H. Quesenberry, Broad-
way, Va.; Carolyn Yates, Falls
Church, Va.; Ruth Staufer, Greens-
burg, Pa.; with Dorothy L. Jones,
Hagerstown, Md., accompanist.
The men’s quartet was made up
of Clifton W. Pritchett, Cam-
bridge, Md.; Franklin Drumbheller,
Fort Defiance, Va.; Howard R.
Hammond, Covington, Va.; and
Robert A. Winter, Hanover, Pa.

4

Faculty Notes

Dr. John W. Boitnott '25, Dean
of Bridgewater College, read a
significant paper, “The Potential
of Brethren Students for Our
Colleges,” at the Chicago Confer-
ence on Higher Education in the
Church of the Brethren. Presi-
dent Warren Bowman, Mr. Re-
plogle, and Mr. R. Douglas Nin-
inger represented the college.

Dr. Lowell V. Heisey, Chemis-
try Department head, 1s serving
as a member of the executive
committee of the Virginia Sec-
tion of the American Chemical
On February 15 Dr.
Heisey was director of a Peace
Education Workshop, sponsored
jointly by the American Friends
Service Committee and the Board
of Christian Education of the
Second District of Virginia. The
workshop was held in Waynes-
boro, Va.

Miss Ruth Tandy, assistant
professor of physical education,
1s a member of the National Bas-
ketball Committee which met
March 12-15 in Towa to edit the
basketball rule book for women
used by most high schools and
colleges in the U. S. This 16-
member decides on
any rule changes, procedures in
officiating, etc. Miss Tandy is

Society.

committee

also chairman of the Virginia
Northwest Board of Women’s
Officials.

Dr. Harry Jopson, head of the
Biology Department, serves as

chairman of the North River
Land and Water Conservation
Association. He is also a mem-

ber of the Rockingham County
School Board.

Professor Clarence E. May,
mayor of Bridgewater, has given
able leadership in the town’s de-
cision to build an adequate sew-
age disposal plant and expand
the water storage capacity.

Professor Roger E. Sappington
is serving as the chairman of the

National Historical Committee of
the Church of the Brethren, con-
cerned with the gathering of his-
torical material and its preserva-
tion and in sponsoring historical
research in general. Mr. Sap-
pington this year is supplying
the pulpit in the Greenmount
Congregation twice a month.

Coach Paul H. Gunsten, as-
sistant professor of physical edu-
cation, in February attended the
“Coach of the Year Football
Clinic” in New York City. Sev-
eral of the top coaches of the
nation were on the staff.

Professor William E. Barnett,
assistant professor of sociology,
has been moderating a television
panel series, ‘“Talk Back,” each
Tuesday at 6:00 . M. over
WSVA-TV. The program was
sponsored by the Harrisonburg
Ministers’ Conference in coopera-
tion with the Virginia Council
of Churches. Dr. William G.
Willoughby, professor of philos-
ophy and religion, is helping to
produce the television series.

On February 16 and 17, Dr.
William G. Willoughby attended
a meeting of the Fraternal Rela-
tions Committee of the Church
of the Brethren held at Bethany
Biblical Seminary.

Shades Of G. Washington

THE MEN swept a cherry-pie

baking contest on the campus
in February to celebrate George
Washington’s birthday. Sponsored
by Mu Epsilon Mu, the annual
cherry-pie baking contest was cap-
tured by Mel Wiggins '61, Staun-
ton, Va., over thirteen other en-
tries.  Second and third places
were won by Bill Whitacre and
Jim Davis respectively.

Contestants baked pies through-
out the day in the home economics
lab under the supervision of the
When the
contest was over, cherry pie, ice
cream, and coffee were sold to all.

home economics majors.

T NEWSETTE



Moomaw Portraits

Presented To College

N SATURDAY AFTER-

NOON, March 7, in connec-
tion with the meeting of the col-
lege board of trustees, the portraits
of Mr. and Mrs. Leland Moomaw
were presented to the college on
behalf of the trustees.

In the historic old chapel in
Memorial Hall, where hang the
portraits of other noble alumni and
college benefactors, a painting of
Leland C. Moomaw and one of
Nina Kinzie Moomaw ’03Dal were
unveiled by two Roanoke students
as the Moomaws were honored for
their generous support of Bridge-
water College.

During the past 25 years, Mr.
and Mrs. Moomaw have made gifts

to DBridgewater College, totaling
over $100,000.

The chairman of the trustee
board, Mr. I. C. Senger, presided
and formally presented the two
paintings to the college. Miss Janet
Bowman ’61 and Mr. Donald R.
Jordan 61, both students
Roanoke, unveiled the portraits to
public view. President Warren D.
Bowman, in accepting them on be-
half of the college, pointed out the

from

APRIL, 1\959

long service which Mr. Moomaw
had rendered on the board of
trustees and the generosity of the
Moomaws in sharing their wealth
and property with Bridgewater Col-
lege in the cause of Christian high-
er education. He mentioned the
sizeable gift which the Moomaws
made to inaugurate the effort of
securing a home economics build-
ng.
Mr.
few remarks in the style and gra-
cious manner known to the “Whis-
tling Florist of Roanoke.” Mrs.
Moomaw also spoke briefly of her

Moomaw responded with a

interest in helping youth to a better
The invocation
given by Rev. Orville Hersch and
the benediction by Rev. Orval Gar-
ber, both members of the trustee

education. was

board.

The old chapel was filled with
trustees, faculty, their wives, stu-
dents and friends who came to
honor the Moomaws on this sig-
nificant occasion. The portraits will
take their places in the Memorial
Hall Chapel beside those of other
Bridgewater great.

THE
BRIDGEWATER CHAIR

A Dbeautiful alumni chair
of black New England birch
with college seal in gold.
Style A—$26.00
Order from Alumni Office

Shipped direct to you from
Gardner, Mass., express collect.

DRAMAS PRESENTED

HE DRAMA DEPART-
MENT of the college, under
the direction of Mrs. Elizabeth
Geiser, presented the three act play
“R U R”, a scientific fiction drama,
to large and appreciative audiences
on March 13 and 14 in Cole Hall
A cast of fifteen performed in
the play which had its setting on
an island somewhere on our planet
where a mythical factory produced
mechanical robots which eventually
rebelled against their makers.

On February 28 the Drama De-
partment participated in a state-
wide college drama festival in the
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts in
Richmond by presenting the mov-
ing one-act play, “Parting at Ims-
dorf.” Eight other colleges pre-
sented outstanding dramas of our
times.

Bicknell Ripples Given

OURTEEN COPIES of the

Bridgewater College annual,
“The Ripples,” belonging to the
late Dr. and Mrs. A. B. Bicknell,
have been graciously donated to the
alumni office and the college by
Mrs. Fay Cline Leonard 16, sister
to Ada Cline Bicknell. When Mrs.
Leonard was disposing of the Bick-
nell possessions, these copies of the
yearbook were found and presented
to the college. Thus, it has been
possible to complete the yearbook
file in the college library and to
bring down to two those needed in
the alumni office file. The only
two now missing from the alumni
office are the 1939 and 1951 an-

nuals.



Reunions To
Highlight Alumni
Day, May 30

OLLOWING . THE  PAT-

TERN of last year, Alumni
Day, Saturday, May 30, will fea-
ture nine classes in reunion fol-
lowing informal noon luncheons.

Buffet Luncheon

The day will officially open with
an informal buffet luncheon at
12:30 P. M. in the College Street
Church for all alumni and friends.
As last year, there will be no
formal program, but greater oppor-
tunity will be given renewing old
friendships among fellow alumni.
While there will be no general pro-
gram at the luncheon, there will be
rooms reserved for classes in re-
union where they may eat together
and carry on any reunion program
which they plan.

Classes in Reunion

The class of 1899 with three
living members, Dr. I. S. Long,
Mrs. Ottie Showalter Myers, and
Dr. John W. Wayland, will cele-
brate their 60th graduation anni-
versary. However, the class of
1889 can boast of its 70th anniver-
sary, but Mr. Charles O. Wine,
Alhambra, Cal., is the lone sur-
vivor and it is doubtful if he will
get back to the campus.

The class of 1909 will celebrate
its 50th anniversary and the class
of 1934 its 25th observance of its
graduation. Other classes in re-
union will be 1919, 1929, 1939,
1949, 1954, and last year’s class.

Association Business Meeting

President John A. Derr will pre-
side at the annual business meeting
of the Alumni Association when it
convenes at 3:00 P. M. in the
chapel of the College Street Church.

Alumni Banquet at 5 P.M.

At the annual alumni banquet to
be held in the college dining hall,
the graduating class of 1959 will
be honored guests along with those
to be honored by special alumni

6

awards. At the dinner an alumnus,
chosen by the Association’s Board
of Directors, will be presented with
the coveted Alumnus of the Year
Award, granted annually to an
alumnus who has distinguished him-
self in his chosen field and who
exhibits a strong loyalty to his
alma mater. A member of the
junior class in the college will also
be presented with the annual
Alumni Scholarship Award, appli-
cable in his senior year of studies.

An evening music concert in
Cole Hall at 8:15 P. M. will bring
this year’s Alumni Day to a close.

Seventy-Ninth

Commencement
May 31

HE SEVENTY-NINTH An-

nual Commencement of
Bridgewater College will take place
on Sunday, May 31, with the Bac-
calaureate service in the College
Street Church at 11:00 A. M., E.
S. T., with President Warren D.
Bowman delivering the sermon.

The Commencement service wiil
be on Sunday afternoon at 3:00
BF M. BogSY T fin s CoeleddHall
with Dr. Theodore A. Distler, ex-
ecutive director of the Association
of American Colleges, as guest
speaker.

This year’s graduating class will
be one of the largest in the history
of Bridgewater with approximately
119 seniors expecting to graduate
either on May 31 or at the con-
clusion of the summer school ses-
sion.

Alumni In Who's
Who Volumes

MONG THE NUMBER OF

ALUMNI from Bridgewater,
Daleville, and Blue Ridge Colleges
included in various who’s who vol-
umes, announcement has been re-
ceived that at least seven more
alumni have been selected for vari-
ous editions of such publications.

The alumnae known to be listed
in the first edition of “Who’s Who
of American Women” are Miss
Trerne R. Hoover 25, Mrs. Reefa
Hoover McGuffin ’43, Mrs. Ola
May Hoover 26, and Mrs. Ade-
laide Long Lawson 24BR.

On the male side, alumni newly
listed in Marquis’ “Who’s Who in
the South and Southwest” (6th
edition) included Aubrey D. Mil-
ler 13, Clarence E. May 25, and
H. Austin Cooper ’58.

Alumnus Aids College

EV. NORMAN A. SEESE,

SR., ’17, after a lifetime of
service in the mission and pastoral
fields, is back at his alma mater
doing the work he has always loved
to do, that of woodworking.

Rev. Seese, now retired from the
pastoral ministry and from years of
service on the China mission field,
is engrossed in making drawing
tables for the college architecture
class. These special tables retail
for approximately $150, but by the
skill and service of Mr. Seese, he
is producing them at a cost to the
college of approximately $25 each.
Besides this special work, Mr.
Seese is repairing chairs and furni-
ture for the college in the wood-
working shop in the science build-
ing.

For some time when Mr. Seese
was first here at the college as a
student he taught manual training
and woodworking. Now during
the winter he has been back on
the campus at work in a labor of
love for his alma mater.

—
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