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Wayne F. Geisert
Educator and Churchman

President Geisert, who is entering
his tenth year at Bridgewater
College, is serving this year as Mod
erator of the Church of the Breth
ren. He was recently honored by his
Alma Mater, McPherson College,
as its Alumnus of the Year. The
award honored Dr. Geisert for his
outstanding achi evements and
success, and his life of service.

"I guess that I enjoy being busy."
This expresses an attitude toward
life that has helped President
Wayne F. Geisert cope with the
additional duties and commitments
required of him this year with vigor
and enthusiasm.
Returning to his office after an
absence of several days, facing the
demands of an urgent report, corre
spondence, and other matters need
ing his personal attention, he was
willing to share for Alumnus
readers something of his back
ground and interests.
Perhaps the major source of his
strength comes from his basic
Christian belief in God and God's
promises to men and women who
are faithful to Him, "a strength
beneath us, a meaning above us," as
he told the 1973 graduating class in
his baccalaureate sermon. President
Geisert has had additional speaking
engagements this year, including
participation in a number of church
conferences.
Born on a farm near Abilene,
Kansas, and the eldest of the four
children of Mr. and Mrs. Fred J.
Geisert, Wayne Geisert spent much

of his youth working on the farm.
His love of the soil, stemming from
his love of life on the farm, makes
him feel that he might well have
been happy had he remained there.
In deciding that he would not, he
looked toward the fields of educa
tion, the law, and the ministry,
choosing education. In a career that
encompasses the others to a degree,
he remarks, "I must prepare so
many memos and react on so many
things that I feel like a lawyer some
days. I have spoken in so many
churches and participated in so
many religious meetings over the
years that I have learned that one of
my greatest joys is speaking from
the pulpits of local churches. I have
enjoyed my participation in the life
of the church as a layman." And he
gets back to the soil when spring
garden planting time rolls around,
although he admits to enjoying
"planting the garden more than
weeding it."
Dr. Geisert's educational back
ground began in a one-room school
house in Kansas. His teacher, Miss
Alice Harshman, whom he had for
seven of the eight years, "was a very
gifted teacher," creating a love for
learning in the children in her care.
Attending Dickinson County Com
munity High School involved a SO
mile round trip each day for the
student from the Kansas farm.
One day while he was plowing, a
representative from McPherson
College came to the edge of the
field to discuss enrollment in the
denominational college and per
suaded him to become a student
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there. His college major was
economics and business, and this
interest eventually led to a Ph.D.
degree from Northwestern Univer
sity. In the middle of his freshman
year he was elected freshman class
treasurer and was asked to straight
en out the somewhat confused
financial situation of the class.
From that time on he was involved
in class and campus affairs serving
his class as sophomore class presi
dent, the student body as its
treasurer during his junior year, and
the student body as its president in
his senior year. He was a varsity
de bater throughout his college
years as well as a participant in
other speech activities and in
drama. This interest is still evident
in his participation in a college
talent show several years ago with a
humorous reading, dialect and all,
and in his support of college and
community drama. As a public
speaker his keen memory stands
him in good stead, whether it
involves introducing a roomful of
people, or recalling an anecdote
that pokes gentle fun at himself or a
person he is introducing. He has the
ability to remember the humorous
details of an incident so that later
retelling brings it alive again for his
own and others' enjoyment.
As his college years were
drawing to a close, his military obli
gation was hanging over him, and
he carried an accelerated program
of studies. He completed all re
quirements for graduation by
March of 1944 and went to the mid
shipman school at Columbia Uni-

versity. He was commissioned a
naval officer three months later,
and he and Mrs. Geisert were
married in July, while he was on
leave before going to his first station
at Coronado Island, San Diego,
California.
In 1945 and early 1946 Dr.
Geisert served aboard the U.S.S.
Harry Lee, a naval transport, as
deck officer, then substitute engi
neering officer, and finally educa
tional officer. At the end of World
War II, his ship was assigned to the
"magic carpet run," bringing sol
diers back to the states. In March of
1946, when he learned that he had
earned enough points to get out of
the service, he was off the ship
within 24 hours and headed home.
He taught at the secondary level
for two years while beginning his
graduate work during the summers.
In June, 1948, the Geiserts moved
to Illinois and he became a full-time
graduate student at Northwestern
University. He also taught part-time
at Evanston Collegiate Institute
(now Kendall College) and also
worked for a contractor at Des
Plaines, Illinois. During his final
year of graduate studies, he worked
at the university as an assistant in
money and banking rather than at
Kendall College, continuing his
work with the contractor on week-

ends and holidays, while he, Mrs.
Geisert, and Greg lived in a trailer
park in Arlington Heights, Illinois.
Although he had been raised in the
Evangelical Reformed part of the
United Church of Christ, he trans
ferred his church letter to the Elgin,
Illinois, Church of the Brethren,
which he and Mrs. Geisert attended
during the years of his graduate
work.
While completing his doctoral
dissertation, Dr. Geisert was prom
ised a position as an economist with
the United States government.
However, Dr. Vernon F. Schwalm,
President of Manchester College,
invited him to visit the campus to
consider a teaching position there.
"I visited Manchester and came to
the immediate realization that I
really wanted to be on a liberal arts
college campus. Thus began six
very pleasant years at Manchester,"
as Professor of Economics and
Business and later as department
head.
In 1957 he became Dean of
McPherson College and during the
next several years, "through a long,
drawn out procedure involving
countless hours of labor on the part
of members of our family and
through the cooperative efforts of
several of my colleagues on the
faculty there, we completed a new
2

home, one in which we planned to
live indefinitely." However, in No
vember of 1963 he and Mrs. Geisert
found themselves paying their first
visit to the Bridgewater campus at
the invitation of Dr. Robert M.
McKinney, chairman of Bridge
water's Presidential Selection Com
mittee, and Mr. R. Douglas Nin
inger, chairman of Bridgewater's
Board of Trustees. Dr. Geisert was
pleased to see the construction of
the new college library. He felt that
the construction program spoke
well of the goals of the institution
and accepted the Bridgewater posi
tion, assuming the presidency on
July 1, 1964.
Mrs. Geisert, the former Mau
rine Gish, was the daughter of the
Rev. and Mrs.W.W. Gish of Belle
ville, Kansas. Her father was a
farmer, teacher, and Church of the
Brethren minister. She was active in
youth work, in college choir, and in
campus life at McPherson College.
She served as a class officer and was
co-president of the Student Chris
tian Movement there. She also
served as secretary to the Dean of
Men throughout her four years at
McPherson. Her academic major
was home economics, but she also
had a special interest in English and
literature and pursued this interest
as a high school teacher when she

"I believe that there is a unifying force at
work within the Church which serves as a
stabilizing factor. Obviously, the Church
must be in mission and it must be prophetic.
However, both in its programs and in its
official statements, it must have the validity
that goes with a basic unity throughout the
body."
taught for a year. She later took
additional undergraduate courses in
English and literature as well as in
psychology while Dr. Geisert was
Dean at McPherson.
The Geiserts have three sons.
Gregory Wayne, BC '72, is working
on a master's degree in accounting
at Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University, on leave from
the Harrisonburg accounting firm
of Keeler, Phibbs & Co. He spent
two years doing alternative service
largely at the Scalp Level Brethren
Home at Windber, Pennsylvania.
He is married to the former
Margaret Sprinkel of Dayton, Vir
ginia. Bradley Kent, '73, is working
on a doctorate in history with
emphasis upon Chinese studies at
the University of Virginia. He is
married to the former Ellen Hottle,
'73. Todd Wilfred is a junior
pre-med student at Bridgewater and
a general science major. During the
past two summers he has worked at
the Rockingham Memorial Hospital
as an orderly.
Dr. Geisert has long been active
in the Church of the Brethren at
various levels and in various
capacities. As Moderator he is an
ex-officio member of the General
Board and the Chairman of the
Central Committee of the Church.
He serves on the Committee on
Higher Education. He was chair
man of an Annual Conference
Study Committee on Christian
Education Materials several years
ago.
As Moderator, he sees the
denomination at this time as being
"in the process of regrouping and

consolidating its forces for a new
period of service to humankind.
There are diverse movements with
in the Church of the Brethren, as in
other denominations. Overall, how
ever, I believe that there is a
unifying force at work within the
Church which serves as a stabilizing
factor. Obviously, the Church must
be in mission and it must be
prophetic. However, both in its
programs and in its official state
ments, it must have the validity that
goes with a basic unity throughout
the body."

He sees the role of moderator as
a manifold one - reflecting the
posture of the Church on various
issues to individuals and groups;
serving as the denomination's chair
man and, to some extent, its
spokesman; serving as a reconciling
agent among the various viewpoints
within the Church. It is a position to
which he feels honored to have
been elected and, at the same time,
"humbled by it all," feeling that "it
is impossible to be fully the kind of
person that I would want our Mod
erator to be."

Dr. Geisert has had a series of
interesting and stimulating special
educational experiences during his
career in higher education. In the
summer of 1955, he held a fellow
ship in the program of the Founda
tion for Economic Education. His
assignment was with the Peoples
Gas Light and Coke Company of
Chicago, where his group studied
the management structure of the
company, giving special attention to
the human relations aspects of
management. On two occasions Dr.
Geisert has been a guest at Cyrus
Eaton's Thinker's Lodge at Pug
wash, Nova Scotia. In 1958 he was
one of fifteen college and university
deans sent there for the Intellectual
Life Conference of Academic
Deans sponsored by the Associa
tion of American Colleges. In 1965
he was again at Thinker's Lodge as a
member of a Bn'dgewater College
team participating in the American
Association's Conference on Asian

Studies.
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. . Dr. Geisert holds membership in
several professional organizations
and honorary fraternities including
the American Economic Associa
tion, Pi Kappa Delta, and Tau
Kappa Alpha, as well as member
ship in Rotary International. He is a
past president of the Association of
Virginia Colleges and is a member
of the board of the Council of
Independent Colleges in Virginia.
He is a member of the executive
committees and boards of the
Virginia Foundation for Indepen
dent Colleges and of the University
Center in Virginia. He holds mem
bership in the Harrisonburg
Rockingham Chamber of Com
merce as well as in the Virginia
State Chamber of Commerce. He is
a member of the Shenandoah
Valley Educational Television Cor
poration and is a director of the
Planters Bank of Bridgewater.

Katherine Flory Blough
Distinguished Alumnus 197 4

When the p resent ath
leti c field was a water
melon patch and geology
field trips were taken with
horse and bug gy...
. . . Katherine Flory Blough,
'17, was a student at Bridgewater
College. Before entering College,
she spent a "very pleasant" year at
the Academy (1912-13), taking
education courses, because her
father thought she was too young to
go to college. (She was sixteen at
the time.) When she was deciding
on a major, having been "born with
absolutely no ability in foreign
languages," she elected math be
cause "math was easy." One day she
overheard a group of men students
in Founder's Hall say, jeeringly,
"Hey, did you know that Katherine
Flory thinks she is going to major in
math?" She went home and asked
her father for his opinion. He said,
"You have enrolled and been
accepted, haven't you?" She an
swered that she had. Then he said,
"Then do what you want to do." So
she graduated as the first woman
math major.
Her determination to pursue a
goal she had set for herself was fit
ting, as she was named for her aunt,
Katherine Flory, who was in the
second class, the class of 1887, the
second woman to graduate from
Bridgewater College. They both
must have inherited endurance and
determination from Mrs. Blough's
grandmother, her Aunt Kate's
mother, who was left widowed in
the Civil War. A raid on her Mill
Creek farm, over which the Battle

of Cross Keys was fought, left her
with one chicken the soldiers
couldn't catch and a colt born in the
night. Even so, she was able to
provide for and educate her eight
children during those adverse
conditions.
Mrs. Blough is a firm believer in
a liberal arts education and has
been an ardent supporter of Bridge
water College, encouraging young
people to consider attending. She
believes that a liberal arts education
is only a beginning, "to teach you
how to study what you are
interested in," and should be a
lifelong pursuit. She taught high
school math and chemistry, and a
year of science at Cedarville
College in Ohio. For several sum
mers she traveled to Cornell to take
summer school classes. Her original
plan was to take math, but she
discovered that Dr. Liberty Hyde
Bailey, "the greatest botanist and
taxonomist we've had in this
country," was soon going to retire,
and, if she were to pursue her
interest in botany under his tute
lage, she would have to change her
plans. She looks back happily on
the experience, even though she felt
that she really hadn't been very well
prepared in botany. She shares her
interest in botany with her brother,
Dr. Walter S. Flory, Jr., Bridge
water College trustee and Alumnus
of the Year in 1956, and a noted
botanist.
Another first for Mrs. Blough
occured in the year following her
marriage to Carman G. Blough in
1922, when she enrolled in a
chemistry course at the University
of Wisconsin. She had been taking
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the course for a while, when the
professor called her into his office.
He said, "I've been teaching here
for 20 years and you're the first
woman I've ever had in my class.
Why are you taking the course?"
Mrs. Blough responded, "Why are
you teaching it?" He said, "Because
I'm very much interested in it." And
she said, "That's just why I'm taking
it."
Her marriage to Carman Blough,
whose distinguished career as a cer
tified public accountant required
frequent moves, also called for
flexibility, adaptability, and forti
tude on Mrs. Blough's part. She can
laugh now about the time they had
just moved to Chicago, where Mr.
Blough's company office was lo
cated, a move they considered to be
a permanent one. They had signed a
two-year lease on an apartment,
bought draperies, and begun the
process of making it a home. Not
long after that, Mr. Blough was sent
to New York on business and one

evening she received a telephone
call from him. "It was the dumbest
phone call," she says. "It just didn't
make any sense. I puzzled over that
call, and finally went to bed. At two
o'clock in the morning I realized
that he had been trying to tell me
we were moving to New York, and I
called him to ask if that was what he
had been trying to tell me." It
turned out that he had, but hadn't
quite known how to say it, so she
packed up and they found an
apartment in New York, a move
they considered to be permanent.
Not long after that, Mr. Blough was
sent to Washington. This time it was
a temporary war-time assignment,
and following the war, they moved
back to New York, where they
remained until his retirement in
1961.
Another first for Mrs. Blough
was her appointment in 1947, the
first woman to be appointed to the
Bridgewater College Board of
Trustees. She served for 12 years,
but resigned because traveling with
Mr. Blough sometimes caused her
to miss a board meeting, and she
didn't want to be a member unless
she could participate fully. Former
President, Warren D. Bowman,
remarked, "I recall Mrs. Blough as
one who brought in refreshing
enthusiasm to the meetings of the
Board. She was profoundly inter
ested in Bridgewater College, was a
regular attendant at meetings,
thought through the issues, and
expressed her views in Board
meetings clearly and intelligently."

For more then 25 years Mrs.
Blough served on YWCA Boards in
the many cities in which they lived,
and, with her knowledge of mathe
matics and budgetary management,
she was a valuable member of the
finance committees, some of which
handled budgets in excess of a
million dollars. She found the work
with young women fascinating, and
often became quite involved with
them personally as a confidante and
surrogate mother, in addition to
planning programs for their enrich
ment and well being. She was also
on the committee that organized
USO's for servicemen in the Central
Atlantic states.
In the '20's they had bought a
run -down old farmhouse with a
spring and a stream in the front yard
in Penn Laird, Va., near Harrison
burg. The home, which they have
restored and renovated over the
years, is a comfortable, charming
retreat where they have been able
to keep "roots" in the Valley. They
have also managed a dairy on their
200 acres of land. Mrs. Blough notes
that all of her great grandparents
lived within two hours of this
location and she grew up on Dinkle
Avenue in Bridgewater. Her grand
daughter, Katherine Martin Zim
merman, lives on a nearby hill, and
her daughter, Betty, Mrs. John
Martin, lives in Bridgewater, where
Dr. Martin is on the chemistry
department faculty at the College.
She has given generously of her
talents and time to outside organiza
tions, but "looking after her hus5

"A liberal arts education is
only a beginning to teach
you how to study what you
are interested in. It is a life
long pursuit."

band and keeping things going," has
taken first place in her life, a fact
that Mr. Blough is quick to corrobo
rate. "There may have been things
she would rather have done," he
says, "but I couldn't have gotten
along very well without her." The
look in her eyes seems to say she did
what she wanted to do.

Founders Day

The Honorable Earl J. Shiflett,
whose position as Secretary of
Commerce and Resources for the
Commonwealth of Virginia, enables
him to work with people in fields of
"applied wisdom" in dozens of
different industries, commissions
and boards, called on Bridgewater
College to "uphold its uniqueness"
as a private, church-related institu
tion in his Founder's Day address at
the College, April 5. "Private
institutions must uphold their
unique role and the mission that is
theirs. If not, there is little justifica
tion in continuing," he said. He feels
that we need a variety of options in
higher education in order to avoid
the blandness of uniformity.
Mr. Shiflett, whose daughter
Edna is a 1971 graduate of
Bridgewater, said that Virginia
looks to higher education for
leadership and that he, as former
Secretary of Education, "called for
a close relation between public and
private institutions, because I feel
that private institutions pointed the
way and are important to the
richness and variety in higher
education." He noted that the legis
lature provided for loans for
students attending private institu
tions and "many are interested in
improving the loan capability."
Mrs. Sarah Katherine Dove Boaz
and Mr. and Mrs. Lowell N. Layman
were recognized for their philan
thropy to Bridgewater College

following the dinner at which more
than 400 friends of Bridgewater
College were present, the largest
Founder's Day gathering ever. Mrs.
Boaz, a 1914 graduate of Daleville
College, was married to Roy D.
Boaz in 1919. Their son, Willard,
graduated from Bridgewater in
1942, and is a specialist in the field
of child psychiatry in the Cleveland,
Ohio, area. Dr. Boaz took graduate
work at Yale University and re
ceived his Ph.D. from Yale. He
served with the Council of Churches
in Pittsburgh and was pastor of the
Manchester Church of the Brethren
in North Manchester, Indiana. The
Boazes returned to the Cloverdale
Daleville area and made their home
there, as orchardists. Dr. Boaz died
in 1963, and Mrs. Boaz now resides
in Friendship Manor in Roanoke,
where she pursues many hobbies
and interests. She works with the
herb garden and is helping develop
an old-fashioned rose garden. The
greatest joy in her life she states,
"was taking care of a wonderful
husband and a wonderful son."
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell N. Layman,
the former Margaret Dove, sister of
Sarah Katherine Dove, met at Dale
ville and are graduates. Mr. Layman
took up the life of an orchardist,
after graduation, and the Laymans
are known for the quality of their
fine fruit - chiefly apples and
peaches. Mr. Layman has main
tained through the years a lively
interest in church-related, private
higher education, and has served as
a member of Bridgewater's Board of
Trustees for 39 years. He was
appointed to the Board upon the
6

retirement of Dr. Fred D. Dove, Sr.,
and now holds Emeritus status. The
Laymans have two children, John
and Nancy. John's wife, the former
Marian Frances Sadd, is a BC
graduate of 1954, as was John.
Nancy, '49, is now Mrs. Max
Bertholf, and the Bertholf's daugh
ter, Carol, is a current BC student.
President Geisert expressed ap
preciation to Mrs. Boaz and Mr.
and Mrs. Layman for their contin
uous interest in young people, in
Christian higher education, for their
philanthropy, and generosity.
Gerald L. Baliles, Deputy Attor
ney General of Virginia, spoke on
"The Clash in the Public Arena Energy vs. Environment," at the
morning Founder's Day convoca
tion.
Mr. Baliles, whose responsibil
ities involve coordinating and
supervising legal problems in areas
of environmental protection, health
and mental health, welfare and
consumer protection, feels that the
importance of the environmental
movement upon energy consump
tion has been greatly exaggerated.
Automotive design, driving pat
terns, and increased driving, for
example, account for increased
gasoline consumption, rather than
pollution control equipment, which
accounts for only 9% of the
increased consumption, he said.

1.

2.
1. Mr. and Mrs. Nelson T. Huffman
2. Mr. and Mrs. Lowell N. Layman
J. Mrs. Sarah Katherine Dove Boaz
4. Former President Warren D.
Bowman with Saylor D. Cubbage
of Washington, D. C.

5. Professor Thomas R. Thornley,

Jr., director of the B.C. Stage
Band.

3.

4.

5.
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"The Biology Department has always given
me the feeling that the faculty is highly cog
nizant of the needs, both present and future,
of the variety of students within the depart
ment, and made an effort to develop a pro
gram to fit the needs of those individuals."

I Focus I
Department
of Biology
Well-qualified students who
have been recommended by the
science departments at Bridgewater
College have achieved a high rate of
acceptance in medical, dental, and
graduate schools. Over the past five
years the science departments have
placed over 50 of their graduates
in graduate schools leading to
master's, Ph.D., and M.D. degrees.
Last year 9 out of 13 biology majors
went on to graduate or professional
schools, Dr. William Mengebier,
chairman of the biology depart
ment, stated. Some of the depart
ment's recent graduates are study
ing at the Universities of Virginia,
Maryland, West Virginia, Tennes
see, Pittsburgh, Duke, North
Carolina State, Virginia Polytechnic
Institute & State University, Medi
cal College of Virginia/Virginia
Commonwealth University.
The department is committed to
teaching. Dr. Harry G. M. Jopson
"has had a greater influence on me
than anyone in my adult life," said a
former student, who knew him as a
teacher and coach. "Doc" began his
teaching career at Bridgewater in
1936 and served as head of the
department from 1950 through
1973. He turned the reins over to
Dr. Mengebier, so that he could
concentrate more on his teaching,
particularly ecology and field
studies. Dr. Jopson once remarked
that "one of the intangible rewards
of teaching at Bridgewater College
has been the records made by stu
dents. These are the people with
whom I worked most closely, and
their success has been very encour
aging," he said. His principal
research interest is herpetology and

he took a sabbatical leave in 1970 to
pursue that interest. A fellow of the
Virginia Academy of Science and
life member of several national
scientific organizaiions, his princi
pal teaching interests are physi
ology and embryology, and he has
worked with students on his re
search project - "The Effect of
Crustacean Eyestalk Extract on
Respiration in Selected Mammalian
Tissues." The results have been
significant and an article about it
has just been printed in an inter
national journal. Dr. Mengebier
and his students continue to com
pile data to study when his teaching
schedule permits. He readily states
that his teaching takes first place,
and he holds an award for "espe
cially meritorious teaching" from
the Association of Southeastern
Biologists.

With 86 upperclass students
majoring in biology or general
science, the department is one of
the college's largest. The wide
variety of fields represented in the
special interests of the teaching
faculty can prepare students for a
wide variety of vocational fields:
medicine, pharmacy, conservation,
forestry, marine biology, wildlife
management, teaching, and re
search.
How well are the graduates
prepared for their chosen profes
sions? Several of them responded to
that question.

Dr. Michael Hill, a botanist and
cytogeneticist, is the newest mem
ber of the department, having
joined the faculty in 1972 from the
University of New Hampshire
where he received his Ph.D.
Professor Elizabeth Kyger, who
holds an M.A. from the University
of North Carolina, is a botanist and
microbiologist.
Interterm, the three-week term
between the winter and spring
terms, has permitted innovative
courses in the new academic
calendar. During the first interterm,
three years ago, "Doc" Jopson took
a group of students to Florida and
Georgia, to study vertebrate natural
history. During the 1975 interterm
he plans to conduct a study tour of
East Africa.
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Michael Kyles, a 1972 graduate,
said, "Had it not been for the
general science education that I
received at Bridgewater, I would
probably not be doing as well as I
am doing in medical school today. I
am happy to say that I am doing
very well (upper half of my class)
and that I am very confident with
my background education. My first
year in medical school was mainly
one of review for me with added
information here and there. Actu
ally it was more or less a

continuation of where I left off at
Bridgewater." Mr. Kyles is attend
ing the Medical College of Virginia
and noted that MCV "considers
Bridgewater high on its list for
recruiting candidates for a career in
medicine. MCV feels that they are
well prepared."
He added, "I found good encour
agement, guidance and preparation
in the science department at
Bridgewater. The professors not
only provided this, but also a lasting
friendship."
Nelda M. Marecki, '69, who is
currently doing postdoctoral re
search with Dr. S. G. Bradley in the
Department of Microbiology at the
Medical College of Virginia, re
ceived her Ph.D. degree in the same
department last August. She re
marked that, "Several of the upper
level courses in the Biology Depart
ment were particularly helpful in
that here the break was made from
the learning of many facts and the
reiteration of lecture material, to
the application of learned facts."
The transition was much easier for
her because of the quality and
design of the curriculum offered at
B.C. "The Biology Department has
always given me the feeling that the
faculty is highly cognizant of the
needs, both present and future, of
the variety of students within the
department, and made an effort to
develop a program to fit the needs
of these individuals."
She continues, "For the most
part, I have heard very favorable
comments concerning B.C. students
in medical, dental, and graduate
school. My experience in graduate
school has been that a student from

Rufus Huffman, a native of Dayton, Va., is in his 3rd year at the Medical
College of Virginia. He is married to the former Elaine Wampler. They have a
year-old daughter, Marla Kaye.
B.C. seeking admission and having a
good academic record and favor
able recommendations is consid
ered to have a high probability of
being successful in a graduate
program. Of five persons I have
known both at B.C. and in graduate
school at MCV /VCU, none have
had difficulty in their work, even in
the early phases which can be a very
critical time. To date three have
successfully completed all require
ments for the Ph.D. degree, and the
others by all indications, will be
successful also." Paul Marecki, '69,
has received his Ph.D. in chemistry,
and they are both to begin post
doctoral research at the University
of Kansas in the fall in the depart
ments of microbiology and medici
nal chemistry.
Bill Harper, a first year student
at MCV, is doing well in his studies
and credits "the general science
major which Bridgewater encour
ages its pre-medical students to
pursue" as having given him many
of the basic science concepts which
are essential to his understanding of
the medical curriculum. "The biol
ogy courses, particularly physiol
ogy, and chemistry courses that I
took at B.C. have proven indis-
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pensible to me this year. Also, the
fine liberal arts education I received
has been very useful to me."
He also feels that the biggest plus
in his education at B.C. was "the
personal attention and individual
instruction which I got from my
professors. The close rapport with
professors that the Bridgewater
students can establish is something
that I hope Bridgewater College
never loses."
Rufus Huffman, who is presently
finishing up his 3rd year at MCV,
reports that he is "doing fine," and
was prepared quite adequately. He
says that he was not hindered by
coming from a small college, and, in
fact, the advantage that he had by
knowing well the professors who
were responsible for recommending
him and his work "could be
considered quite an advantage."
He has fond memories of his
science classes. All of his labs chemistry, biology, and physics he felt were stimulating and inter
esting. The family physician-to-be
recalls quite favorably "Doc" Jop
son's "real art for teaching," and the
tremendous enthusiasm Dr. Menge
bier brought to the teaching of his
subjects.

Commencement

Virginia's Governor, Mills E.
Godwin, Jr., called on the Bridge
water College graduates of the class
of 1974 to be actively concerned for
people as individuals and for society
as a whole in his address at the
college's 94th annual commence
ment, Sunday, May 26.
Governor Godwin, who was
awarded an honorary degree, Doc
tor of Public Administration, by the
College during the Commencement
exercises, noted a number of alter
natives open to the graduates. They
might, he said, "lock up the diploma
along with the textbooks" and
"settle down with a family and
friends who conscientiously avoid
any heavy thinking whatever."
They might spend their time
assessing the prevailing opinions as
to what are the proper books, clubs,
and politics, never thereafter devi
ating from them, or choose the path
of strict conformity, continuing to
do the proper things and, thus,
"achieve what passes for success in
those circles."
Another option is a life of
intellectual detachment, "ardently
pursuing those small segments of
literature or art or life style that
happen to be in vogue at the
moment, always keeping carefully
clear of personal involvement in
any of the important issues of the
day." Following that course, he
noted, "You will always enjoy a
comfortable superiority over those
who must make the vital decisions
that affect you, your country, or
your community."
Another option is a life of total
involvement, joining an extremist

"I believe very strongly in private higher
education in Virginia. I believe our private
colleges can be selective in their enrollment.
I believe they have a special responsibility to
preserve scholastic excellence. I believe they
are and that they will continue to be the
zealous stewards of academic freedom. In
short, I believe they must be preserved."
Governor Godwin

Preceding Commencement, Governor Godwin visits with State Senator
George S. Aldhizer, II, who presented the Governor for his honorary degree,
and President Wayne F. Geisert.

group, where "your enthusiasm,
your passions, your purpose in life
will always have concrete objec
tives, because your enemies will
always be clearly pointed out to you
by your leaders."
The final option he said is to do
and be "your own unique best at
everything you undertake." In this
case, graduation is only "a catching
of breath" before "continuing the
life-long job of learning and the
long and arduous pursuit of
wisdom."
This choice calls for "both
thought and action, for a mind that
is open to new facts which dictate
change, but resolutely committed to
what seems best now." It will
require, he said, a personal disci
pline and the habit of self-denial.
"You must learn to live with the
fact that there are few simple
answers left in this world because
there are so few simple questions.
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"You will never be fully comfort
able with this final choice. You will
never be fully satisfied. But there
should never come a time when you
look back on this graduation day
and wish with all your heart you had
made another choice," he con
cluded.
In the morning baccalaureate
program at the Bridgewater Church
of the Brethren, the Rev. Robert L.
Sherfy, pastor of the church and
speaker of the morning, told the
seniors, "Every person makes a
difference in this life whether he
knows it or not. Human beings live
their lives in three stages, from
dependence, to independence, to
interdependence as brothers and
sisters."
He said that when we are
responsible to other people, we can
hurt them and we often do. We
need sufficient humility to learn
life's meaning, to listen and care. In

the process of moving toward
maturity, we need to be a real
person in our own right. In genuine
maturity, the greatest gift is "being a
radiant and encouraging person,"
he siad. "We need the sense that we
amount to something. The differ
ence we make, makes a difference
to us.
He concluded with a reference
to his Biblical text from the book of
Romans: "If we're willing to commit
ourselves to something that is
greater than our own safety, our
own comfort, our own status, we'll
begin to see 'the wonderful sight of
the sons of God coming into their
own.'"
Of the 170 in the graduating
class, twenty will graduate in
August, ten received bachelor of
science degrees in home econom
ics, and twenty-four graduated with
honors. Graduating summa cum
laude was Brian C. Blatchley, a
history major from Freehold, N. J.
with a 3.872 average out of a
possible 4.0 for his four years of
college work.
Other honor graduates were:
magna cum laude: G. Steven Agee,
Richard A. Claybrook, Jr., Jeffrey
P. Heppard, Douglas A. Petcher,
Charles R. Phillips and Leanna Appl
Whitmore. cum laude: James J.
Burns, Deborah L. Ferguson, Ken
neth L. Flora, Benjamin H. Fravel,
Sue E. Hartman, Philip D. Hutchin
son, Susan Kowalesky, Lawrence
W. Miller, Maurie� C. Rhodes,
Kathleen L. Scharon, Carol A.
Tracey, Susan L. Troemmler, Dana
G. Walbridge, Elizabeth C.
Williard, Margaret S. Yu and
Rhonda R. Rhoda.

State Senator Nathan Miller, '65, a past president of the Alumni Association
and a Harrisonburg attorney (left) with Marion "Bo" Trumbo, senior class
president, and Governor Godwin.

Dr. Robert McKinney, Bridgewater
College Trustee, received a B.A.
from Blue Ridge College in 1924,
and a Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins
University in '27. He is visiting with
R. Douglas Nininger, Chairman of
Bridgewater's Board of Trustees.
Dr. McKinney was on campus for
the 50th reunion of the Class of '24.
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Two Looks at Law
The lilting melodies and verbal
wit of Gilbert & Sullivan returned
to the Cole Hall stage after an
absence of eleven years during the
1974 Interterm. A special class in
Musical Theatre Production, under
the direction of Professor Ralph
MacPhail, Jr., spent two and
one-half weeks rehearsing and
staging Trial By Jury, a light-hearted
satire of the British court system.
The twenty-one students enroll
ed in the course constructed a
British courtroom, sewed on over
two dozen costumes, made judicial
wigs, and scavenged properly Victo
rian properties ranging from quill
pens to musty law books during the
morning hours in Cole Hall.
During the afternoons, eight
students enrolled in other Interterm
courses joined the class on the
second floor of Memorial Hall to
learn the vocal parts, and an
additional eighteen students and
two faculty members rehearsed the
orchestral accompaniment, all
12

under the baton of Professor
Thomas R. Thornley, Jr. Professors
Philip E. Trout and W. Clifton
Pritchett provided vocal guidance
at several rehearsals.
Three hours of technical work in
the morning and three hours of
music rehearsals in the afternoon
accounted for only two-thirds of
each day's activity. Each evening
the entire cast of Trial By Jury met
with Director MacPhail on the Cole
Hall stage for dance and staging
rehearsals.
After two weeks, the orchestra
joined the cast in the evenings, and
on Wednesday night of the third
week, two performances were given
by the company of fifty for the
campus community. Large and
enthusiastic audiences left the
theatre having enjoyed Gilbert &
Sullivan's courtroom hi jinks and
humming Gilbert's pun on "Tra-la
la"-"Trial-la-law." The comic
opera was given one more perfor
mance during the first convocation

of the spring term.
Within hours of the final perfor
mance of Trial By Jury Professor
MacPhail cast the Pinion Players'
production of Ayn Rand's court
room drama Night of January 16th,
which was presented on April 18, 19
and 20 in the Multi-Purpose Room
of Rebecca Hall. This second court
room play-a more serious one
than Trial By Jury-involved a
murder trial for which a jury was
selected from the audience for each
performance and, at the end,
rendered a verdict.
The Pinion Players transferred
the Cole Hall lighting system to
their improvised theatre, tiered the
audience seating on three sides of
the "courtroom," and, during each
performance intermission, shifted
the setting ninety degrees so the
surrounding spectators could wit
ness the trial from different per
spectives. Audience members were
given programs resembling legal
briefs.

The defendant in the play was
found not guilty at the conclusion of
the Thursday performance, and
guilty the following night. The
defense attorney was particularly
jubilant following Saturday's perfor
mance, for he won his second not
guilty verdict. And within days
"Defense Attorney" Jim Burns had
proposed marriage to his "client,"
Pinion Player Kathy Scharon!
More immediate jubilation was

felt by the Pinion Players following
the Saturday night performance, for
they had completed another
successful season-this one consist
ing of eight plays and fifteen perfor
mances.
The Players are looking forward
to returning in the fall and moving
into a newly remodeled Cole Hall,
with its extended stage facilities,
expanded lighting system, and new
seating.

Bridgewater Briefs

T he Bridgewater College Board
of Trustees approved a tentative
1974-75 operating budget of
$2,951,035. This is an increase of
$211,880 over the current year's
operating expenditures budget of
$2,739,155, and is the largest budget
in the history of the College. During
the last decade the College's annual
budget has increased 166 percent.
Most of the college's annual
budget is expended for salaries,
services, and supplies, the greatest
portion of the funds generated by
these expenditures circulating in
the area economy. Additional ex
penditures in the community are
made by the estimated 17,600
persons visiting the campus during
the year, including families of
students and prospective students
and persons attending campus
events and conferences.
Thirty percent of the more than
$200,000 increase will be applied to
ward faculty and staff salaries and
fringe benefits, to keep them
comparable with those at similar
institutions.
Seventeen percent will go to
ward the student scholarship pro
gram. In the 1972-73 academic year
approximately $598,212 in assis
tance was provided Bridgewater
students through institutional loan
funds, United States National Di
rect Student Loans, U.S. Workstudy
opportunities, general campus em
ployment, and scholarships and
loans from outside agencies. Of the
above, Bridgewater College itself
expended $173,212 in scholarship
assistance in 1973, an increase of
415 percent for the decade.
Most of the remainder of the
increase is attributable to inflation
and increased operational costs
related to it.

Dean Dale V. Ulrich read a
paper at the Virginia Academy of
Science meeting entitled, "Local
ized Density Measurements in the
Critical Region of Xenon," in April.
The paper was written by Dr. Don
Deardorff, formerly of the Bridge
water College faculty, and Dr.
Ulrich. The research project which
resulted in this paper was supported
by the National Science Founda
tion.
Dr. Ulrich, who is dean of the
College and professor of physics,
has been on the Bridgewater
College faculty since 1964.

The Concert Choir presented its
final concert of the year, May 12, in
the Bridgewater Church of the
Brethren. The 46-voice choir, under
the direction of Philip Trout, has
presented its program of sacred
music in churches in West Virginia,
Maryland, and in Virginia during
weekends in the spring. The pro
gram, which includes a wide variety
of sacred music spanning four
centuries, retains the traditional
music of the great masters, and also
includes spirituals and more con-
temporary songs, concluding with
Norman Luboff's "African Mass."

Thunderhead, a painted steel
and greenstone sculpture by Robert
E. Purvis of the art department
faculty, was accepted for the
LaGrange National Competition
Exhibit in LaGrange, Georgia. The
juror for this show was Larry Poons,
an internationally prominent paint
er from New York City. Purvis'
sculpture was one of 52 works
selected by Poons from more than

1,200 entries submitted from 48 of
the states.
Mr. Purvis, who recently had an
exhibit of paintings and sculpture in
the Kline Campus Center Art
Gallery, holds a B.A. degree from
Lynchburg College, an M.F.A.
degree from Richmond Professional
Institute, and has been a member of
the Bridgewater faculty since 1968.
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secretary-treasurer, and Professor
John White, historian. Student
members of the executive commit
tee are Dan Metzler and Joan
Wilson.

James L. Keeler, '57, managing
partner in the Harrisonburg ac
counting firm of Keeler, Phibbs &
Co., was elected to a five-year term
on the Bridgewater College Board
of Trustees in its April meeting.
Mr. Keeler, Alumni Association
president, is serving a three-year
term on the governing Council of
the American Institute of Certified
Public Accountants. He is a past
president of the Virginia Society of
CPA's and currently president of its
Foundation. He is also a member of
the Virginia Association of Profes
sions and of the executive commit
tee of the Middle-Atlantic States
Accounting Conference.
In civic and community affairs,
he is a member of the Virginia State
Board of Purchases and Supplies,
the Board of Directors of the
Harrisonburg-Rockingham County
United Fund and the Board of
Directors of the Valley National
Bank.
Mr. Keeler is married to Sandra
Barnhart, '57, of Roanoke. The
Keelers, who live in Timberville,
have four children.
The Lambda Society held its
annual spring dinner meeting at
Massanetta Springs, May 9. Profes
sor Geoffrey Morley-Mower of the
Madison College English Depart
ment was the speaker.
Officers for the 1974-75 year are
Professor Lamar Neal, president;
Dr. Martha Thornton, vice-presi
dent; Professor Mary Le Mar,

Over 300 high school young
people were on campus the last
weekend in April, attending the
Southeastern Youth Roundtable.
They came to the conference from
churches in Florida, North Caro
lina, Tennessee, Maryland, and
West Virginia, as well as from all
parts of Virginia.
Guest speaker was Dr. Paul
Hoffman, dean of students at
Manchester College in North Man
chester, Indiana.
Worship leader was the Rev.
Willard Dulabaum, former chaplain
at Bridgewater College, and pres
ently on the training staff of
Brethren Volunteer Service for the
Church of the Brethren.
Brian Holsopple, '72, choral
director at Stuarts Draft High
School, was song leader.
The Rev. Ira Peters, chairman of
the General Board of the Church of
the Brethren, conducted the closing
service on Sunday.
Activities for the young people
included small group discussions on
a wide variety of topics, a speech
contest, campus tours, recreation,
campfire, and group singing.
The Roundtable is planned
annually by the Interdistrict Youth
Cabinet, Bridgewater College stu
dents who represent various dis
tricts of the Church of the Brethren,
and help provide a liaison between
the college and the churches with
which it is affiliated. In addition to
planning this conference, the stu
dents make visits to churches and
help plan and take part in retreats.
Dr. Dean Neher is faculty advisor to
the group.
The Virginia Gamma Chapter of
Alpha Chi, a national collegiate
honor society established at Bridge
water last year, held an open meet15

ing and an election of officers in
April. Elected were Karen Garner,
a junior sociology major from
Weyers Cave, president; James
Mays, a junior math major from
Harrisonburg, vice-president; Becky
Phillippe, a junior chemistry major
from Staunton, secretary; and Todd
Geisert, a junior general science
major from Bridgewater, treasurer.
Convention delegate is Robert
Trout, a junior biology major from
Bridgewater.
Students invited to join Alpha
Chi are juniors and seniors who
rank in the upper one-tenth of their
classes with a minimum quality
point average of 3.2.
The Alumni Association held its
annual dinner for seniors, May 10.
On hand to welcome the seniors
was James Keeler, ('56), managing
partner in the Harrisonburg CPA
firm of Keeler, Phibbs & Co., a
Bridgewater trustee, and president
of the alumni association. Master
of-cerem onies was R. C. "Sam"
Reid, '60, president-elect. Mr. Reid
is secretary-treasurer of Murray
Orchards of Cloverdale, Va.
Nathan H. Miller, '65, a state
delegate and Harrisonburg attor
ney, was guest speaker. "Individuals
make a difference," he told the
seniors. "The only way to solve our
problems is to get involved. Each of
us has something specific to con
tribute."
Ralph MacPhail, '65, instructor
of drama, speech, and English at
B.C., performed magic tricks to
entertain the seniors.
The alumni association pre
sented an award to Elizabeth
Williard, a senior French major
from Thurmont, Md., who was
commended for "dependable ser
vice and contributions to her class
and campus organizations." She is
treasurer of her class, a member of
the Lambda Society, and has been
active in athletics. She spent her
junior year abroad in Strasburg,
France.

Roy H. Hodge, III, a junior
physics major from Danville, Va.,
was elected president of the Bridge
water College Student Senate, the
most important student organiza
tion on the campus, by popular vote
of the student body. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Hodge, Jr.
Andrea Steppe, a sophomore
pre-med major, was elected vice
president. She is the daughter of
Mrs. A. J. Steppe of Dahlgren, Va.
The Student Senate acts as a
liaison between the student body
and the faculty and administration
by representing the opinions and
ideas of the students and interpret
ing the ideals and standards of the
college to the student body.
Roy has served as an elected
representative to the Senate for the
last two years and notices "a
gradual transition toward a more
active and effective student govern
ment." As president of the Senate,
he hopes to encourage more
student activities that will benefit
the entire student body.
During the spring term, home
economics professor, Mary LeMar,
supervised a professional practicum
with ten students who were placed
with local organizations. The stu
dents are planning to go into busi
ness and gaining practical experi
ence in these fields helps them
determine the extent of their
interest and also helps them to see
what specific fields can best use
their skills and abilities. Miss LeMar
said, "It helps them discover their
strengths and work on their weak
nesses." The local organizations are
a day care center, a school food
service, a poultry processing plant,
an extension service, and several
retail businesses. Miss LeMar has
been very much pleased at the
experience and insights the girls
have gained from their work. At
least one placement is working out
as a possible position after the girl
graduates, and others are likely.

RoyH. Hodge

Andrea Steppe

Mrs. Rhoene Z. Johnson, who
began her studies at Bridgewater
College as Rhoene V. Zimmerman
in 1946, is in the graduating class of
1974.
In 1949, after studying for two
and a half years, she felt that it was
more important for her husband,
Charles D. Johnson, '50, to grad
uate, so she dropped out and began
teaching on an emergency certifi
cate. She taught at Stuarts Draft
Elementary School and she and Mr.
Johnson taught for a year in High
land County, handling five grades
between them in the Pine Grove
Elementary School. Frank Cline,
'26, was their superintendent.
Mrs. Johnson stayed out for
several years after the birth of her
daughter, now a junior at Christo
pher Newport College in Newport
News, returning to teaching in the
spring of 1955 when she and Mr.
Johnson moved to Hampton. She
has taught 3rd grade for sixteen and
a half years, but since a state ruling
insists that she have her college
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degree, Mrs. Johnson has returned
to finish up at Bridgewater. She
lives during the week with her
mother and father, Mr. and Mrs.
Minor J. Zimmerman at Mt. Solon
while Mr. Johnson continues teach
ing in Hampton, and returns home
on the weekends.
Although the Bridgewater Col
lege catalog states that "at least 123
units are required for graduation,"
Mrs. Johnson will have a total of 189
credits when she finally completes
her work for a B.S. in home
economics, her original major. To
maintain her teaching certificate
she was required to take courses
while she was teaching and that
explains her extremely high total
and her many summers spent in
summer school. She spent six full
summers at Madison College and
has taken extension work from
William & Mary and the University
of Virginia.
An unexpected honor came to
Mrs. Johnson recently when she
received word from the Freedoms
Foundation at Valley Forge an
nouncing her selection by "the
distinguished National and School
Awards Jury to receive the Valley
Forge Teachers Medal Award for
an outstanding accomplishment in
helping to achieve a better under
standing of the American Way of
Life."
Her father recently asked her
why she is so determined to get this
degree. She thought back over all
the work undertaken and com
pleted and the time spent, and she
said, "I've gone this far, I'm sure not
going to give up now."

Rhoene Z. Johnson

Dr. Roger Sappington of the
history department presented two
papers at two different conferences
on Church of the Brethren history
in April. The first, entitled "What
Were the Brethren Doing between
1785 and 1860?", was given in
Ashland, Ohio, at the Brethren
Writers Conference sponsored by
Ashland Theological Seminary. The
second, "The Church of the Breth
ren," was given at a conference
sponsored by the National Capitol
Area Bicentennial Consortium for
Local History held at Wesley
Theological Seminary in Washing
ton, D. C.
The students voted to contribute
$500 of their activity funds to the
Bridgewater Rescue Squad building
fund. Student Senate President
Greg Peters presented the check to
Treacy O'Hanlan, first lieutenant on
the squad, and a Bridgewater
College junior from Waynesboro. A
total of six students are members of
the all-volunteer organization.
Ralph MacPhail, Jr., instructor
of drama, speech, and English,
recently published a booklet enti
tled Additional Adventur es of
Messrs. Box and Cox. The project,
which resulted from an expansion
of his masters' thesis research,
contains two sequels to a popular
Victorian farce, Box and Cox, one
by W. S. Gilbert, who later became
the partner of Arthur Sullivan, and
the other by F. C. Burnand, with
whom Sullivan wrote his first comic
opera.
Professor MacPhail prepared an
extensive historical introduction
and unearthed long-forgotten illus
trations for what he calls his
"footnote to the story of Gilbert &
Sullivan." The booklet is available
from the College Bookstore for
$1.75, including postage.

Cindy Forbes, an elementar y e duca t ion major, is ga ining s tor ytelling
experience with Maar i, daughter of Clint and Judy Spencer, dorm directors at
Wright Middle.

Sophomore Cindy Forbes of
Roanoke was chosen "Miss Roa
noke Valley" in a preliminary Miss
Virginia contest the last weekend in
April. Cindy is an elementary
education major, a cheerleader,
and was freshman class representa
tive to the Homecoming court. She
has done modeling for Seventeen
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magazine. Her win entitled her to a
$500 scholarship and a number of
gifts. She will compete in the Miss
Virginia contest to be held at the
Roanoke Civic Center July 11, 12,
and 13. For the talent portion of the
contest, Cindy sang two songs from
"Annie Get Your Gun."

Twin Streams
Educational
Center
"A dream which is rapidly
becoming a reality," is how Jane
and Wes Hare, '56, describe their
present project, Twin Streams
Educational Center outside of
Chapel Hill, N.C. Twin Streams is a
non-profit, tax exempt corporation,
established by a small group in
Chapel Hill, to be used primarily as
a resource for groups of low-income
persons who need a place to meet,
share their common concerns and
begin the process of engaging in
personal and community problem
solving. The Center itself is a basic
log structure, fast nearing comple
tion, being built from timber cut
from the land, located in a
beautifully wooded, rural area.
With hundreds of man and
woman hours of volunteer labor,
the road has been cleared and
graveled, the well flows at a rate of
30 gallons per minute, electric
power is in, the floor, walls and the
roof are finished and interior
framing is underway.
This volunteer labor force has
included the chief carpenter from
Charlotte, N.C., a cooperative
organizer from Berea, Ky., a
Bridgewater alumnus from Dayton,
Va., and a retired couple from
Canada who lived on the site for
two months this spring and vowed
they would not leave until the roof
was finished. Many Chapel Hill and
Durham residents have also contrib
uted time and money.

The building will provide an
informal and comfortable atmo
sphere, with a large combination
dining-meeting room, kitchen facil
ities and sleeping space for 20
persons, where groups can explore
issues of concern and alternative
ways of dealing with these issues.
The Hares say that this residen
tial center is modeled on the Danish
Folk Schools. "Twin Streams will
base its activities on the premise
that the most effective learning will
occur when the material to be
learned is important to the learner
in his or her present situation.
Therefore, a common problem or
concern will draw workshop par
ticipants together in a residential
setting to deal with the issue. The
learning which occurs from this
kind of encounter and exchange
will result in a greater realization of
individual and group potential to
affect conditio.ns which are un
acceptable and need changing."
The Hares also note that the
Highlander Folk School in New
Market, Tennessee, provides a
successful model for this educa
tional style. The groups will come to
Twin Streams to find ways of
attacking these problems directly in
their own communities, and always
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with the ideal of following up a
workshop experience with imme
diate social action.
Groups such as community
action agencies, persons on welfare,
tenants in housing projects, pris
oners and ex-convicts, neighbor
hood development groups, and
church organizations will be the
primary users of the Center.
In May, 1972, Jane received a
master's degree in Adult Education
with a concentration in Aging from
the School of Education, University
of North Carolina. She works with
the Coordinating Council for Senior
Citizens in Durham, N.C. and
Durham Technical Institute.
Wes is in the doctoral program
in Adult Education at the Univer
sity of North Carolina, focusing on
direct work with poor people and
their organizing for action, and
spends as much time as possible at
the Twin Streams construction site.
He may be one of the few
experienced log cabin builders in
the Southeast.
The Hares have three children,
Weston Philip, 16, Kendall Wayne,
13, and Alane Jeanette, 9. Mary
Frances Heishman, '66, Jane's sister,
teaches physical education at
Bridgewater.

Spring
Sports
by Bob Armbruster, '75
Men's and women's tennis and
the men's golf team overshadowed
the "major" spring sports - track,
baseball, and lacrosse - by posting
their b est records ever as they
continue to improve. The women's
tennis team had the best record, 6-1,
of the six sports.
Track
The track team, hampered all
season long by injuries to key
personnel, posted a 2-5 record in
dual meets, but finished 2nd in the
Mason-Dixon championships. The
Eagles were led by Charlie Phillips,
'74, (Broadway) all season long, as
he set new school records in the
mile (4:17.5), 2-mile (9:13.2), which
broke Merle Crouse's record set in
1952, and 3-mile (14.20). He also
ho lds the 5-mile cross country
record. Charlie's 14:20 clocking in
the 3-mile qualified him, along with
Clarence "Yank" Stewart, '74,
(Lewes, Del.), who tied the school
record of 9.6 in the 100, for the
NCAA National College Division
Meet. Dan Metzler, '75, (Bridge
water) tied the high hurdle school
record (15.0), and captured his 3rd
consecutive Mason-Dixon and 2nd
VCAA pole vault titles. Larry
Maxey, '74, (Scottsville), school
record holder in the javelin throw,
took his 2nd VCAA title. Sam
Hartman, '75, (Roanoke), took the
Mason-Dixon 100 yd. dash title in
9.9, and Brent Mumbert, '76, (Port
Republic), also captured the long
jump title at the Mason-Dixon
Championships. Coaching the team
was "Doc" Jopson.
Dan Metzler, '75, tied the high
hurdle school record (15.0), and
captured his 3rd consecutive
Mason-Dixon and 2nd VCAA pole
vault titles.

Charlie Phillips, '74, set new school records in the mile (4: 17.5), 2-mile
(9:13.2), which broke Merle Grouse's record set in 1952, and 3-mile (14:20).

►

Baseball

Lacrosse

The baseball team started off
hot, but cooled off later in the year,
ending with an 11-10 record. The
team was led by pitcher Andrew
Hence, '75, (Tappahannock), who
posted a 5-2 record, 1.71 ERA, and
had two shutouts. Catcher Ken
Utterback, '76, (Falls Church), the
team's leading batter (.322), had a
.9907 fielding average, and allowed
only 3 stolen bases in 18 games.
Second baseman Ron Simms, '75,
(Alexandria), who had the top
fielding average .9909 (one error in
110 chances), led the team in both
assists and RBI's, along with
centerfielder Chris Sizemore, '75,
(Georgetown, Del.), who finished
the season as the team's leader in
five categories and batted at a .314
average. Hence, Sizemore and
Utterback were also named to the
1st team All-VCAA. The highlights
of the season were a 2-0 shutout of
Division II school Madison College
and a return trip to the VCAA
championships, where they were
defending championships. The
team was coached by Jim Reedy.

The women's lacrosse teams,
both varsity (6-5-1) and JV (4-2),
completed successful seasons and
sent 12 players on to post-season
competition at the Southeastern
Regional Tournament held in
Baltimore, Md. Named to All-State
teams from Bridgewater were: 1st
team - Nancy Harker, '76,
(Randallstown, Md.); 2nd team Sandy Pott, '76, (Newark, Del.),
Taffy Beigbeder, '76, (Pitman, N.J.),
Sharon Will, '75, (Bridgewater); 3rd
team - Carol Walbridge, '75,
(Easton, Md.); and 4th team Brenda Bain, '74, (Waynesboro),
Lou Moore, '77, (Broadway), Diane
Helwig, '76, (Bendersville, Pa.). Pott
led the team in loose balls retrieved
and only had 8 missed passes.
Beigbeder led the team in goals
scored, while Will had the best
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shooting percentage, 47 , and was
2nd in goals scored. Walbridge was
the best defensive player and had
only 3 bad passes, and Moore led
the team in interceptions, while
goalie Susan Billhimer, '77, (Broad
way), had 116 stopped shots. Two
important victories highlighted the
regular season, a 7-6 win over
powerful rival Madison College,
and a 6-3 first ever win over Hollins
College.
At the Southeastern Tourna
ment, 4 of the 12 girls were chosen
to go on to participate at the
National Tournament, held at Ger
mantown Academy in Philadelphia.
The four chosen were: Harker (2nd
team), Pott and Beigbeder (4th
team), and Walbridge (5th team).
Mary Frances Heishman was the
coach.

Tennis
The women's tennis team that
posted a 6-1 record, was led by
Mollie Durbin, '74, (Baltimore,
Md.), who posted a No. 1 singles
record identical to that of her
team's record. Eileen Waterhouse,
'77, (Boonton, J.J.), had a 4-2 record
at the No. 2 position, while at the
No. 3 position Beth Miller, '76,
(Havre De Grace, Md.), had a 4-3
record, and Patti Riffle, '75, (Thur
mont, Md.), at the No. 4 position,
posted an even 3-3 record. The No.
1 doubles team of Bonnie Mac
Guigan, '74, (Pitman, N.J.), and
Babe Sampson, '74, (Leesburg),
posted a winning 3-2 record. The
No. 2 doubles team of Becky
Brown, '74, (Hillcrest Hgts., Md.),
and Chris Appl, '76, (Waynesboro),
and the No. 4 doubles team of
Jennifer Kidd, '75, (Oneida, N.Y.),
and Diane Myers, '76, (Bridge
water), had even records of 3-3 and
2-2 respectively. Laura Mapp
coached the team.
The men's tennis season was
highlighted by a 6th place finish at
the VCAA tournament and a 5-4
first ever win over rival Randolph
Mason College, on their way to
achieving a 4-8 record. First year

man, Tom Wright, '76, (Orange),
led the team at the No. 4 singles
position with a 10-4 record, and
reached the semifinals in the
VCAA. Rush Barnett, '77, (Bridge
water), also posted a winning record
of 7-6 at the No. 3 position. Barnett
and Wright teamed up at No. 2
doubles to post a 4-1 record and
also reached the semifinals at the
VCAA tourney. Other top members
of the team were Robert Clark, '75,
(Easton, Md.), (3-11 at No. 1), Mike
Harris, '76, (Warrenton), (5-8 at No.
2), Laurie Miller, '75, (Bridgewater),
(6-9 at No.'s 3 and 5), and Robert
Trout, '75, (Bridgewater), (4-7 at
No. 6). The coach was Carlyle
Whitelow.
Golf
The men's golf team posted their
finest record ever, 3-7-1, while
playing their toughest schedule to
date. Richard Kelly, '77, (Timo
nium, Md.), led the team at the No.
1 position with an 83 average score.
Steve Lowery, '74, (Richmond), Bill
Luke, '75, (Clayton, NJ.), and Chick
Whitley, '76, (Pitman, N.J.),
rounded out the top four positions.
Their coach was Richard Jainchell.
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Faculty and students take
the ir bumps during the
donkey basketball game, a
feature of this year's May
Week activities.

CLASS NOTES
'70's
K. Louise Butters, '71, is employed
by Walt Disney World and is
enjoying it.
June Flora, '71, is attending school
at Arizona State University, work
ing on a Ph.D. degree in educa
tional psychology.
Ellis Lawson, '71, is a graduate
student in phys. ed. at Western Md.
College. Linda, '69, teaches horse
back riding at her own riding stable.
D'Earcy P. Davis, III, '70, received
his M.B.A. degree from Madison
College, Aug., 1973.
Greg (Grog) Senseney, '70, was
employed by the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare in
Washington, D.C., as a program
assistant under the Guaranteed
Student Loan Program after gradua
tion. He is now a program specialist.
He is divorced, remarried, and the
father of a son, Richard Allen, born
August 14, 1973. He is living in
Gaithersburg, Md.
Grafton L. Wells, Jr., '70, is
completing courses at Blue Ridge
Community College toward his
associate degree in law enforce
ment.

'60's
Wanda Raper, '69, is employed by
the Department of Defense Over
seas Schools, currently assigned to
the U. S. Naval Air Station in
Bermuda, teaching the fifth grade.
Robert K. Williams, III, '69, is
District Manager of Marketing
Sales for the Jos. Schlitz Brewing
Co. in Indianapolis, Ind.
Diane Helbert, '68, is working full
time in an interdenominational
Christian ministry, living in a Chris
tian house with a group of twelve
persons, all working in the Garden
Grove community in California.
Sandra Chase, '67, will complete her
residency in family practice in June.
She will enter private practice in the

northern Virginia area in the fall.
Chris Lydie, '67, has purchased a
camera store, now to be known as
"Chris' Camera Center," in Pomp
ton Lakes, N.J. Thelma teaches
Language Arts in Mountain Lake.
Nancy Rittenhouse, '67, is now
working as an account executive for
an advertising agency in Chicago.
She has been employed with the
company for four years.
Jane Kennedy Higgs, '66, is assistant
program manager at DeJarnette
Center for Human Development in
Staunton, a state facility for behav
iorally disordered children.
Richard D. Williams, '65, has been
named General Products Manager
at the Dunham-Bush Residential
and Light Commercial Products
Division in Harrisonburg.

'SO's
Robert S. Marshall, '57, in his fifth
year as National Park Service
Museum Curator, recently received
a letter of appreciation from the U.
S. Dept. of the Interior for
"invaluable assistance to the pro
gram of acquisition" of 18th Cen
tury American furniture and fur
nishings for the Turkey Run
Colonial Farm.
Thomas Nicholson, '55, is now
residing in San Juan, Puerto Rico,
after ten years in the mountain town
of Aibonito. He has opened a new
office for the practice of dentistry
with general anesthesia in Caguas,
Puerto Rico.
John E. Sayre, '51, was named
"Citizen of the Year," by the Va.
Council on Social Welfare. He is
pastor of the Beaver Creek Church
of the Brethren, jail chaplain, board
member and past president of the
H'burg-R'ham chapter of the Va.
Assoc. for Mental Health and
Mental Retardation Board. He is
also involved in staff work at the
Community Counseling Center.
Air Force Colonel, Harold R.
White, '51, has been attending the
U. S. Army War College at Carlisle

Barracks, Pa. This training prepares
officers for top level command and
staff positions with the armed forces
throughout the world. Col. White
entered the Air Force in 1953,
receiving his commission through
the Aviation Cadet Program.
Among other awards, he holds two
Distinguished Flying Crosses, the
Bronze Star Medal and 15 awards of
the Air Medal.

'40's
Edward F. Bazzle, '49, was recently
awarded a Doctor of Psychology
degree from Brantwood Forrest
College, Essex, England.
Edith Cline Garber, '45, directs
music, arts, and handiwork for the
"Senior Citizen" work of Harrison
burg.
Carl H. Zigler, '43, chaplain at the
Brethren Home in Greenville, Ohio,
was certified at the annual conven
tion of the Protestant Health and
Welfare Assembly and College of
Chaplains' meeting held in San
Francisco. Certification is the high
est level of excellence awarded by
the organization. Zigler became the
first full-time chaplain of the Home
in September, 1972, following more
than 30 years in the pastoral
ministry.

'30's
Luther K. Ikenberry, ;37, was
promoted to Principal Research
Associate of the Armco Steel Corp.
in April, 1974. He has been
supervising research chemist since
1968. His responsibilities will in
clude a broad spectrum of chemical
research with emphasis on new
analytical techniques and instru
mentation.
Charles P. Chew, '33, was given a
testimonial dinner May 1st in
recognition of "outstanding dedica
tion and service. . .in the field of
probation and parole." Mr. Chew
was appointed a member of the
parole board and director of parole
in 1950 by Gov. John S. Battle. He

was the first president of the
Association of Paroling Authorities
and is a past president of the
Southern States Probation and
Parole Conference. He is a member
of the Board of Directors and
Chairman of the Publications Com
mittee of the American Correc
tional Association. He has also
served as a member of the Va.
Council on Criminal Justice.

'20's
Alice F. Gilbert, '28, retired from
teaching in Sept. '73. She lives in
Annapolis, Md.
Amos S. A. Holsinger, '20, and
Bessie Arnold Holsinger, '21, cele
brated their 50th wedding anniver
sary in August, 1973. They live in
Burlington, W. Va.

'lO's
Omega L. Miller, '19, an osteo
pathic physician, received the
Exchange Club's award of the
"Book of Golden Deeds," for his
civic and church activities. He has
spent 14 years as a scout master and
many years as a church school
teacher. He has also received the
Silver Beaver Award for his scout
ing activities.

WEDDINGS
Marta E. Berdine, '74, and Byron
Cover, Nov. 17, 1973, at Graceland
Methodist Church in Baltimore.
Lillie C ubbage, '73, and Steve
Nuzman, April 26, 1974. She is
stationed at Ft. Ord, California,
serving with the WAC's.
Ruth A. Grant, '73, and E. Lee
Lambert, July 7, 1973. Ruth is a
nurses aide at the Frederick Nursing
Center in Frederick, Md.
Ellis A. Hodge, '72, and Glen Allen
Draper, '73, April 13, 1974, Bridge
water Church of the Brethren. The
couple is living in Churchville.
Donna Marie Wine, '71, and David
Anderson Forbes, College of Wil
liam and Mary, '76, on June 1, 1974.
1st Lt. Karen Loraine Wright, '70,

and Capt. Robert J. Seifer, April 20,
1974, at Chapel 1, Andrews AFB,
Maryland. The bride is a W AF
Squadron Commander at Randolph
AFB, Tex. The couple is living in
San Antonio, Texas.
Holl y Ruth Hendr y , '69, and
Kingsley M. Baehr, May 5, 1973, at
the Hedgewood Park Baptist
Church in North Plainfield, N.J. The
matron of honor was Ruth Crane
Van Drezer, '69.
Barbara Martin, '68, and David M.
High, November 17, 1973, at the
Mars Hill Baptist Church in Essex,
Md. The couple lives in Baltimore,
where Barbara is chairman of the
home ec. dept. at Holabird Jr. High
School.
Eugene Lantz, '61, and Catherine
Thorn, Feb. 2, 1974, Linville Creek
Church of the Brethren, Broadway,
Va.

BIRTHS
Jane Wilhide C offman, '70, and
Benjamin Coffman, a daughter,
Kristen Rebecca, October 16, 1973.
Ted Flory , '70, and Mar y Be th
Flory, '70, a son, Brian Theodore,
Nov. 12, 1973.
Gary W. Gardner, '60, Anna Lee
Gardner, son Kristopher Einar,
Feb. 13, 1974.
Karen Darsch Kinser, '70, and
James Kinser, a daughter, Kim
berley Paige, born October 1, 1973.
The Kinsers are living in Sterling,
Va.
Donna Hess Wells, '70, and Grafton
L. Wells, Jr., '71, a son, Andrew Lee
Wells, April 10, 1973.
Mensel D. Dean, Jr., '67, and Linda
T. Dean, a son, Mensel David Dean,
III, March 24, 1974.

DEATHS
Felix Skievaski, '62, Federal Way,
Washington, Dec. 11, 1973.
Frank W. Cross, '49, Harrisonburg,
Va., Spring of 1974.
Joseph M. Kline , '37, Frederick,
Maryland, March 15, 1974.
George Arth ur McDaniel, '30,
Federalsburg, Md., Jan. 16, 1974.
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Merle Senger Bickers, '27, Yuma,
Arizona, May, 1974.
Dwight L. La yman, '25, Harrison
burg, Va., May 14, 1974.
Rebe cca Swartz Wilson, BR '25.
Mrs. Wilson had suffered a stroke in
1971 which left her bed-ridden. Her
husband, the Rev. Millard G.
Wilson, BR '23, lives in Lansing,
Mich.
Rile y E. Brubaker, '24, Rocky
Mount, Va., Jan. 1974.
William Franklin Flory, '22, Har
risonburg, Va., Dec. 30, 1973.
Ora L. Painter Da y, '22, Staunton,
Va., July 14, 1973.
Mary Harold Yager, '21, Franklin,
W. Va., May 26, 1974.
DeWitt H. Miller, '17, Roanoke,
Va., May 22, 1974. He was the
father of Mary Lee Sackett, '49.
M. Miriam Bowman, '20, March 31,
1974, in Johnson City, Tenn. Miss
Bowman taught for many years in
Roanoke, and after her retirement,
taught Spanish at Bridgewater.
Valle y Diehl Myers, '19, May 7,
1974. She was a retired teacher and
former China missionary. Her
husband, the Rev. Minor Myers,
died in 1969.
Reuel B. Pritchett, Daleville, '11,
whose personal collection formed
the nucleus of the Bridgewater
College Museum, which is named
for him, died April 2, 197 4, in
Dandridge, Tenn. He was a native
of Washington County, Tenn., and
was a Church of the Brethren
minister and evangelist in eastern
Tennessee for years. He was named
Tennessee's "Rural Minister of the
Year" in 1956, and Bridgewater's
"Alumnus of the Year" in 1969. His
biography Reuel B. Pritchett:
Churchman and Antiquarian, was
published in 1972 by Roger E.
Sappington, professor of history at
Bridgewater.
Clare Helmick, former dormitory
director at Daleville Hall, died in
December, 1973, after a brief
illness.

BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE
BRIDGEWATER, VA. 22812
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Dear Alumni and Friends:
On November 5, 1974, all of you who are Virginia residents will have an opportunity to cast ballots in support of
an amendment to Virginia's constitution, which amendment would be of great value to young people who plan to attend
Bridgewater College and the other private colleges in Virginia. If passed, the amendment will make possible legislative
action to provide Virginia students with a real freedom of choice in terms of finance as to whether they will attend
public or private higher educational institutions in the Commonwealth.
The new amendment reads:
Section 11. Aid to nonpublic higher education.
The General Assembly may provide for loans to, and grants to or on behalf of, students
attending nonprofit institutions of higher education in the Commonwealth whose primary
purpose is to provide collegiate or graduate education and not to provide religious training or
theological education. The General Assembly may also provide for a State agency or authority
to assist in borrowing money for construction of educational facilities at such institutions,
provided that the Commonwealth shall not be liable for any debt created by such borrowing. The

General Assembly may also provide for the Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof
to contract with such institutions for the provision of educational or other related services.

The words in italics are the words to be added to the constitution. As you can see, the amendment would permit

grants to students at the private, non-profit colleges while the present Section II permits only loans. It should be noted

that the added language would not be self-executing. It would be up to the General Assembly to decide whether there
should be grants and, if so, upon what conditions and to whom. The second change which relates to possible contracts
with private institutions would not be self-executing either; it would be up to the General Assembly to decide whether
to pass enabling legislation.
This amendment, which has now been passed twice in succeeding years by the General Assembly of the Common
wealth and thus needs only the approval of the public referendum on November 5 to become a part of the constitution,
would permit the Commonwealth to take full advantage of the resources of Virginia's private colleges for a wide range
of undertakings of benefit to Virginians. The advantages to Virginia students through the constitutional revision which
would permit grants to them are obvious. The advantages to the Commonwealth of the provision allowing public con
tracts with private colleges and universities are also manyfold. Some areas in which public and private cooperation on a
contractual basis might have real advantages for the Commonwealth are in library operations, in the sharing of com
puters, in adult education and other community-oriented services, in the joint hiring of professors and other specialized
personnel, in remedial programs for disadvantaged students, and in joint enrollments in public and private colleges by
individual students seeking program enrichment.
We obviously feel that this amendment would be beneficial to our students, to Bridgewater College and other
private colleges, and to the Commonwealth itself. We urge your thoughtful consideration of the proposed amendment.

�r�
Sincerely,

Wayne F. Geisert
President

Bridgewater College
Alumni Association
Chapter

Date
September 15

Dayton, Ohio

November3
January 8
January 19

Richmond
Northern Virginia
Florida

January 26

Northern Virginia

February 17
March 8

Richmond
Northern Virginia

April 20

Upper Potomac Valley

April 21

Southern Pennsylvania

May 7
May 9

Northern Virginia
Franklin-Henry County

May 14
May 15
May 16
May 18

Roanoke
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CHAPTER ACTIVITIES
1973-74
Activity
Annual Meeting
Speaker: Dr. Geisert
Reception at VEA Convention
Prospective student reception
Annual Banquet in Sebring
Speaker: Brydon DeWitt
Bridgewater College Chorale performance
at the Oakton
Church of the Brethren
Prospective student reception
Annual Banquet
Speaker: Brydon DeWitt
Program: Stage Band Combo and Paula Simmons
Annual Banquet
Music by the Stage Band Combo
Presentation by Dr. Gary Tyeryar and several
students who traveled to the British Isles
during the Interterm
Annual Meeting
Picnic with program by Paula Simmons,
folk singer
Chapter Telethon
Alumni Banquet
Speaker: Prof. Robert Houts
Chapter Telethon
Chapter Telethon
Rockingham Telethon
Annual Banquet
Speaker: Brydon DeWitt
Annual Meeting
Picnic and Stage Band Concert in Dogwood
Del Park
Rockingham Telethon
Picnic being planned
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