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Freshman Admission

Students who anticipate graduating from high school and plan to directly enter Bridgewater
College should apply for admission as a freshman. Apply online at bridgewater.cdu/admissions.
Application deadlines are May 1 for fall semester and January 15 for spring semester.

In addition to submitting the application form, all prospective students must submit the follow-
ing supporting documents:

1. 'The high school or secondary school transcript—The transcript should include the
high school grade point average (GPA) on a 4.0 scale and the student’s rank within
their senior class if available.

2. Standardized test scores (SAT or ACT)—Scores should be submitted through the

official testing center or the student’s high school. Bridgewater’s SAT college code is
005069 and the ACT college code is 4342.

Applicants may also consider submitting the following materials as support items for their
application: :

1.  Written letters of recommendation—Students may submit written letters of
recommendation from the following parties: guidance counselor, high school teachers,
athletic coaches and community members that personally know the applicant.

2. Personal statement—A brief personal statement providing additional information
may be submitted. We are interested in knowing important things about the applicant

that do not appear on transcripts or are not reflected by GPA or standardized test
scores.

After the various data included in the application are received and evaluated, the applicant will
receive a letter indicating acceptance, denial or the need for additional information. Inquiries
from applicants are welcomed.

Students who have been accepted for admission must confirm their intention to enroll by
making a $300 reservation deposit. The reservation deposit is applied to the entering semester
charges for the upcoming year.

Fall Semester: The deposit is refundable if requested in writing before May 1. Students
admitted after May 1 must make a deposit within 10 days after admission.

Spring Semester: The deposit is refundable if requested in writing before January 15. Stu-
dents admitted after January 15 must make a deposit within 10 days after admission.

Enrolling students must present a written health report on a form supplied by the College. The
form must be returned to the College before official registration can begin.

Transfer Student Admission

Students who have graduated from high school or have earned their GED and have at-

tended a regionally accredited two- or four-year college are encouraged to apply for

transfer student admission to Bridgewater College. Application forms are available at
bridgewater.edu/admissions. Application deadlines are May 1 for fall semester and January 15
for spring semester. '

Transfer students applying for admission must have a cumulative grade point average of 2.2
or above on all college-level work and be in good standing at the college they are attending. A
maximum of 68 credit hours will be accepted from a two-year college.
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Credentials collected for admission include:

1. Official final high school transcript with graduation date
2. Standardized test scores (SAT/ACT) for student with less than 26 transferable credit

hours

3. Dean’s Reference Form (available on BC’s website) from each institution of higher
learning attended

4. Official transcript from each institution of higher learning attended

Transcripts will be evaluated by the registrar on a course-by-course basis. Only work comparable
to that offered at Bridgewater College in level, nature and discipline will be accepted for degree
credit. Credit will be awarded only for those courses in which a grade of C or above has been
earned. Bridgewater offers competitive scholarships and grants for transfer students. Please
contact the financial aid office for more information.

Bridgewater College currently has Guaranteed Admission Agreements with three Virginia
Community College System (VCCS) institutions—Blue Ridge Community College in Weyers
Cave, Germanna Community College in Locust Grove and Fredericksburg, and Dabney S. Lan-
caster Community College in Clifton Forge. Bridgewater also has an agreement with Richard
Bland College of The College of William & Mary in Petersburg.

Students who have been accepted for admission must confirm their intention to enroll by
making a $300 reservation deposit. The reservation deposit is applied to the entering semester
charges for the upcoming year.

Fall Semester: The deposit is refundable if requested in writing before May 1. Students
admitted after May 1 must make a deposit within 10 days after admission.

Spring Semester: The deposit is refundable if requested in writing before January 15. Stu-
dents admitted after January 15 must make a deposit within 10 days after admission.

Enrolling students must present a written health report on a form supplied by the College. The
form must be returned to the College before official registration can begin.

International Student Admission

Bridgewater warmly welcomes students from around the world to experience the opportunities
and personal attention offered in this small, undergraduate setting. To make the transition to
the US. seamless, international students benefit from airport pick-up services; an orientation
for international students; and assistance with immigration, academics, internships, and job and
graduate school placements. :

All non-US. citizens and nonpermanent residents of the U.S. go through the same process as all
entering freshman and transfer students.

In addition, international applicants must provide evidence of English proficiency and
documentation of sufficient financial resources. A deposit of $300 is required of all international
students accepted for admission. The deposit must be paid before the I-20 is issued.

International students may submit their applications throughout the year, but the deadline is
March 15 for fall admission (late August start) and January 15 for spring admission (late Janu-
ary start) of the same year. Late applications may be considered if space remains.

International students should submit the following documents when applying to Bridgewater
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1. A completed application form—online (no charge) or paper ($30)
2. Official records from secondary school and post-secondary school, with English

translations
3. Certified bank statement verifying financial support for one academic year

4. English language proficiency results with the following minimum scores: TOEFL:
550 (paper), 213 (computer), 79 (Internet-based); IELTS: 6.5; PTE: 60

Personal Statement (250-word minimum) written in English
Photocopy of front page (photo page) of passport
For transfer students: a Dean’s Reference Form from each U.S. college or university

o N oW

For transfer students: a World Education Services evaluation for all previous college or
university coursework

Applicants who do not meet the minimum English language proficiency requirements may be
conditionally admitted to Bridgewater College, provided they enroll in and successfully com-
plete an approved English language training program.

Al F-1 international students will be required to prove they have sufficient health insurance
coverage from a U.S.-based provider before registeting for classes for the first time.

NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION

Spring Orientation

Students who have been accepted toBridgewater College and have paid their $300 deposit are
eligible to attend a spring orientation session. Designed as a two-day event, spring orientation
helps incoming students and their parents become familiar with the Bridgewater College
community and emphasizes how to transition into college life. Led by faculty, staff and trained
student orientation leaders, spring orientation provides information about academic programs,
student services, housing options, student organizations, intercollegiate athletics, financial aid
and campus events. Students also take placement tests in math and world language to help
determine their course enrollment for the fall semester. Faculty advisors assist students with
pre-registration during spring orientation.

A summer orientation is offered for students who are unable to attend a spring orientation
session. This is a one-day session with a limited program of activities.

Welcome Week

Welcome Week takes place when new students arrive on campus in the fall and is the final piece
of the orientation process. The week’s events are designed to assist students in the transition to
becoming successful Bridgewater College students. During Welcome Week, students complete
the registration process; meet faculty, staff and upperclassmen; and participate in many interac-
tive activities specifically designed to aid in the transition to Bridgewater College.

READMISSION

A student who is absent from the College for a semester or longer, or one who has withdrawn
from the College for any reason, voluntarily or involuntarily, must apply for readmission
through the admissions office. Readmission is never guaranteed. If the applicant for readmission
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withdrew for health reasons, a letter of recommendation and evaluation will be required from a
health professional. If the applicant was suspended for academic reasons, evidence of satisfactory
college-level work at another institution must be submitted. If the applicant was suspended

for violating academic or student conduct policies, readmission is dependent on the applicant
demonstrating full compliance with the terms of suspension, the College being satisfied that the
student takes responsibility for his or her individual choices and actions, and that the student

is ready to participate as a positive, contributing member of this academic community, which
includes full acceptance of the expectations of the College for the members of its community.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT

Credit and advanced placement may be awarded to students on the basis of results on the
Advanced Placement Tests of the College Entrance Examination Board. A minimum score of

3 is required for credit consideration. Students may be asked to provide textbook and course
materials for the respective departments to evaluate when making advanced placement decisions.

Advanced Placement Tests are available in a variety of academic disciplines offered at Bridgewa-
ter. Students interested in taking one or more of these tests for the purpose of obtaining credit
and advanced placement at Bridgewater should confer with the secondary school principal
during their junior year or earlier and with the College upon application for admission.

The College considers the results of the College Level Examination Program (CLEP) as a means
of determining advanced placement for students who have not followed the traditional pattern
of preparation.

International Baccalaureate Program Credits

Credit and advanced placement may be awarded to students on the basis of results on the
International Baccalaureate (transcript of grades), but is subject in every instance to the recom-
mendation of the academic department concerned and must be approved by the vice president
and dean for academic affairs, in accordance with policies of the Council on Education. The
student’s records and transcript of grades will be evaluated with scores of 5, 6 or 7 on the Higher
Level Examinations. The International Baccalaureate Program is available in selected high
schools in the United States and numerous foreign countries.

Cambridge International Program Credits

Credit and advanced placement may be awarded to students on the basis of results on the
Cambridge International exams, but is subject in every instance to the recommendation of the
academic department concerned and must be approved by the vice president and dean for aca-
demic affairs, in accordance with policies of the Council of Education. The student’s records and
transcript of grades will be evaluated with grades of A, B or C on the Cambridge International

AS and A Leve] subject examinations.

SUMMER SESSIONS

Bridgewater operates a three-week and a six-week summer session to enable students to accel-
erate completion of their degree requirements in thtee years instead of four, to enable students
who have fallen behind in their work to catch up in their programs, and to enable area teachers
who need credits in academic and professional subjects for the renewal of their certificates to
secure them.
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An integral part of the total college program, the summer session offers standard courses, most
of which are taught in the regular session. A student may enroll for 2 maximum of 4 credic hours
in the three-week session and 7 credit hours in the six-week session. To enroll for more than

the maximum, a student must receive written permission from the vice president and dean for
academic affairs.

ACADEMICS

THE LIBERAL ARTS

A liberal arts education is more than the broad skills and knowledge acquired from studying
such areas as literature, history, philosophy and the arts. On a deeper level, a liberal arts educa-
tion refers to the development of critical thinking, the ability (and desire) to qucstlon examine
and understand issues and ideas with increasing clarity and depth.

At Bridgewater College, excellence in education is a commitment that unites the entire campus.
It implies breadth, depth, distinction and discovery. We build breadth through the liberal arts
foundation; depth through the student’s academic major; and distinction through elective
courses that are tailored to individual interests. The last of these, discovery, cannot be packaged,
for it describes the spirit in which students and faculty come together.

‘That intangible mix of attitude and information can reshape the way students see themselves and
the world around them. What happens in the classroom is basic to this transformative process,
and at Bridgewater, the liberal arts curriculum is the beginning point.

At Bridgewater College, we emphasize these things not only for the love of learning, but to pre-
pare students to positively shape the organizations and communities in which they live and work.

As part of their transformative liberal arts education at Bridgewater Cbllegc, students will:

o demonstrate the skills of academic citizenship, including open listening, responsible
perspective taking, public reasoning, and self-authorship;

e examine fundamental ethical choices;

e understand the impact of one’s actions on the community and exercise civic
responsibility as local, national and global citizens;

o learn the knowledge and skills essential for collegiate success in a first-year experience;

o develop and demonstrate an identity as learners and integrate their learning across
disciplines and in residential, co-curricular, service, community and social experiences;

o develop a personalized educational program and analyze and document their
experiences;

o be actively engaged in their learning through information technologies and learn

~ information literacy and how to apply technology effectively in their respective
disciplines and careers;

e connect their academic work to the wider world through community-based learning

experiences such as internships, practical, fieldwork, student teaching, study abroad and
multicultural programming experiences;
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o read and write the English language with clarity, effectiveness and discernment;
o demonstrate effective oral communication skills;
e demonstrate competence in critical reading and critical reasoning;

o understand the diverse cultures that have composed the global community in both past
and present and be able to excel in multicultural and international situations;

o learn and practice activities that promote healthy lives; and
e develop in-depth knowledge in a particular field.

THE PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT PORTFOLIO PROGRAM

Through the Personal Development Portfolio (PDP) program, Bridgewater College focuses on
developing students in a holistic way: helping them to develop the skills and perspectives to be
passionate lifelong learners who can integrate their varied academic experiences in a meaningful
way; helping them become more aware, involved and effective citizens of the communities—
campus, local, national, global—to which they belong; helping them learn to examine and make
fundamental ethical choices in their activities and to formulate the values from which those
choices are made; and helping them understand the importance of emotional and physical
wellbeing and possess the skills to pursue wellness during their college years and throughout the
rest of their lives. ‘

PDP Requirements

First-Year: Students enroll in PDP-150 (Critical Inquiry in the Liberal Arts) or PDP-350 (In-
tegrating the Liberal Arts, for transfer students), a three-credit academic course that provides an
introduction to concepts and skills important for a liberal arts education. Students will begin to
archive and document their experiences, beginning the portfolio-building process.

Sophomore and Junior Years: Working with their primary academic advisor, students will con-
tinue their archiving and documenting activities, reflecting on the many ways their experiences
and achievements are shaping them as they develop over the college years.

Senior year: After attending a series of convocations and workshops, students submit a senior
reflective e-portfolio. Faculty members then evaluate the e-portfolio and assign a letter grade. A
passing grade on the senior e-portfolio is a requirement for graduation.

The Complete Senior E-Portfolio
1. A senior reflective essay integrating and discussing the student’s development,
personal as well as academic, over the four years, extensively covering all the student’s
experiences, both curricular and co-curricular.

2. 'The résumé, meeting specific criteria and accompanied by a cover letter or graduate
school application essay. -

3. Discussion of experiential learning or community service experiences, both within
and outside the classroom, and the impact those experiences have on the student’s
understanding of citizenship and community responsibility.

4. Academic artifacts, such as academic projects, essays, creative work, evaluations,
use of data analysis software, videos, use of presentation software, letters of
recommendation and other materials that provide documentation of learning
experiences discussed within the senior reflective essay.
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Central Themes of PDP

1. Preparation—PDP-150 (Critical Inquiry in the Liberal Arts) or PDP-350
(Integrating the Liberal Arts, for transfers) prepares the entering first-year student for
the non-academic as well as the academic aspects of college life. This course is the basic
foundational experience of the liberal arts curriculum and is a required course for all
first-year students.

2. Critical Analysis/Critical Reflection—The process of critical analysis or critical
reflection can be applied to anything the student cares to examine and understand...a
text read for a class, a difficult personal experience, a piece of music or art, a laboratory
experiment, a community service experience, or even a simple encounter or casual
conversation. As the college experience unfolds, critical analysis or critical reflection
is. practiced until it becomes second nature and the habit of examination and analysis
becomes not only the basis of a liberal arts education, but, more importantly, it
becomes essential to who the student is as a person.

3. Integration—Throughout the four years, the program is the setting by which the
student integrates his or her discrete and varied college experiences into a cohesive and
coherent whole. In the senior reflective essay, the student considers the many linkages -
among the various elements of his or her curriculum and co-curriculum, weaving a
single narrative in order to give shape and substance to the overall experience.

THE FOUNDATIONS IN LIBERAL ARTS (FILA) PROGRAM

REQUIREMENTS

The Foundations in Liberal Arts (FILA) program for general education at Bridgewater Col-
lege consists of four distinct areas of study: master core skills; engagement in a global society;
engagement of ideas across the disciplines; and the integration of skills and ideas. The program
consists of between 33-54 semester credit hours, depending on placement scores, courses taken
and potential overlap between categories.

Master Core Skills

(Five courses, 7-13 credit hours)
o PDP-150 Critical Inquiry in the Liberal Arts -or- PDP-350 Integrating the Liberal Arts
o ENG-110 Effective Writing -o7- Placement
¢ COMM-100 Oral Communication

¢ MATH-110 College Algebra -or- MATH-115 Mathematical Theory and Computation
II-or- MATH-118 Quantitative Reasoning -or- Placement

o ES Activity

Engagement in a Global Society (Four courses, 6-12 credit hours)

World Culture Through Language (Two courses, 0—6 credit hours)

One course in world language at the 102, 201, or 202 level (3 credits)
A placement credit for 202 in World Language course will exempt a student from this requirement.

Degree-secking international students may petition the vice president and dean for academic af-
fairs to request that their native language and proficiency in English as a second language satisfy
the world culture through language requirement.
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World Cultures and Global Dynamics (Two courses, 6 credit hours)

One course in World Cultures (3 credit hours)
Requires a prerequisite of PDP-150 or PDP-350

COMM-333X European Media and Culture
ENG-220 American Folklife
ENG-240 Russian Literature and Culcure
ENG-243 Native American Literature and Culture
ES-357 Global Healthcare and Sport
FREN/HIST-307 Cultural Memory of the World Wars: Britain, France and Belgium
FREN-340 French Culture and Civilization
FREN-345 < Modern French Cultures
FREN-350 Special Topics in Culture
HIST-321 Europe Since 1789
HIST-325 Modern Britain Since 1688

. HIST-340 American Indian History
HIST-350 Afghanistan, Central Asia, and the Great Powers
HIST-356 East Asia
HIST-360 Modern Africa
HIST-380 Topics in European History
HIST-385 Topics in French History
HIST-390 Topics in Non-Western History
PHIL-328 Germanic Cultures
PHIL-329 Classical Cultures: Greece and Iraly
PSCI-310 Latin American Politics
REL-250 Reel-World Cultures
REL-315 The Lands of the Bible
REL-340 Religions of the Near East
REL-350 Religions of the Far East
SOC-201 General Anthropology
SOC-363 Cultures of Japan
SOC-365 Cultures of Africa .
SPAN-300 Special Cultural Topics in English
SPAN-305 Culture of Costa Rica

One course in Global Dynamics (3 credit hours)
Requires a prerequisite of PDP-150 or PDP-350

BIOL-215 Biology of Human Diversity
COMM-334 Intercultural Communication
ECON-310 US. Economic and Business History
ECON-440 International Economics

ENG-221 The Images of “Folk” in Literature
ENG-224W Introduction to American Studies
FREN-300 Special Cultural Topics in English
GER-300 Special Topics in English

HIST-270 Second World War in Global Perspective
HIST-305 India Past and Present

HIST-330 Histories of Violence
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HIST-335
HIST-345
PSCI-230
PSCI-240
PSCI-335W
PSCI-336
PSCI-338
PSCI-375
PSCI-440W
PSCI/SOC-205
REL-251X
SOC-232
SOC-333
SOC-334
SOC-335
SOC-361
SPAN-307

Women’s Histories

Crusades and Terrorism

Introduction to Global Politics

Introduction to Comparative Politics

Peace, War, and World Politics

United Nations

Politics of Social Change

U.S. and the World

Global Political Economy

Global Identities

Isracl-Palestine: People, Places, Perspectives, Peace
Cultural Studies -

Racial and Fthnic Studies

Gender and Sexuality Studies

Immigrants in the Shenandoah Valley
Development and Underdevelopment in the Modern World
Cuban Life and Culture

Engagement of Ideas Across the Disciplines
(Six courses, 19 credit hours)

One course in Fine Arts and Music (3 credit hours)
Requires a prevequisite or corequisite of a master core skills course

ART-115
ART-130
ART-200
ART-201
ART-300
ART-310
ART-311
ART-323
ART-335
ART-344
ART-347
FREN-355
MUS-110
MUS-220
MUS-232
MUS-233
MUS-237
MUS-315
MUS-316
MUS-447

THEA-200
THEA-250
THEA-255
THEA-315
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Introduction to Sculpture

Introduction to Drawing

Survey of Art History: Prehistory to 1400
Survey of Art History: 1400 to the Present
Modein and Postmodern Art

Hand Built Ceramics

Wheel Thrown Ceramics I

Graphic Design

Painting

Photography

Videography

Special Topics in Fine Arts

Music Fundamentals

Introduction to Western Music

American Music

Jazz in America

Introduction to Ethnomusicology
History of Music to 1750

History of Music since 1750

Topics for Ensembles in Context (plus two performing ensemble
courses)

Theatre Production

World Theatre History I

World Theatre History II

Theatre in London



THEA-330
THEA-355

One course in Literature (3 credit hours)
Requires a prerequisite or corequisite of a master core skills course

Any course in English (ENG) numbered 325— 400

Directing ‘
Environmental Theatre

ENG/GER-334W German Literature in Translation
ENG/FREN-335W  French Literature in Translation
FREN-401W Survey of French Literature I
FREN-402W Survey of French Literature IT
FREN-403W Survey of Francophone Literature
SPAN-401 Spanish Literature

One course in History (3 credit hours)
Requires a prevequisite or corequisite of a master core skills course

HIST-105 World History to 1500

HIST-110 World History since 1500

HIST-115 20th Century World History

HIST-120 Producing the World: an Economic History of the Modern World
HIST-125 The Atlantic World, 14501800

HIST-130 African American History

HIST-135 History of the Islamic World

HIST-140F Ethical Dilemmas in World History

One course in Philosophy or Religion (3 credit hours)

Requires a prerequisite or corequisite of a master core skills course

ECON-420 Development of Economic Thought
PHIL-210 Study of Philosophical Questions
PHIL-225E Contemporary Moral and Political Problems
PHIL-228EW Philosophy of Popular Culture
PHIL-235E Bioethics

PHIL-310 Logic

PHIL-318E Philosophical Ethics

PHIL-320E Professional Ethics

PHIL-322EW Ethics and Identity

PHIL-331EW Ancient and Medieval Western Philosophy
PHIL-332W Modern Philosophy

PHIL-333W Contemporary Philosophy
PHIL-335 Philosophy of Religion
PHIL-337W Philosophy of Science
PHIL-340EW Environmental Ethics

PHIL-420W Postmodernism

PSCI-220 Introduction to Political Philosophy
PSCI-401E Contemporary Political Thought
REL-210X The Study of Religious Traditions
REL-220 New Testament

REL/PHIL-300° Topics in Philosophy and Religion
REL-310 Jesus in History and Culture
REL/HIST-317 History of the Christian Church

ACADEMICS 23




REL-318E
REL-325X
* REL-326

REL-331W
REL-332W
REL-333W
REL-335E
REL-420EW

Religious Ethics

Uses and Abuses of Scripture

Readings in the Hebrew Scriptures

Christian Beliefs

Reformation Thought

Contemporary Christian Thought

Christian Perspectives on Violence and Peace

Christian Social Ethics

One course in the Social Sciences (3 credit hours)
Requires a prerequisite or corequisite of a master core skills course

COMM-375
ECON-200
'ECON-210
PSCI-210
PSCI-215
PSY-101
SOC-101

Media Effects

Principles of Macroeconomics
Principles of Microeconomics
Politics and Government in the U.S.
Introduction to Public Policy
Introduction to Psychology
Sociological Imagination

One course in the Natural & Physical Sciences (4 credit hours)
Requires a prevequisite or corequisite of MATH-110, MATH-115, or MATH-118

BIOL-100
BIOL-101
BIOL-110
BIOL-112
CHEM-102
CHEM-161
GEOL-130
PHYS-110
PHYS-125
PHYS-222

Nature of the Biological World
Environmental Biology
Principles of Biology I

Human Biology

Earth and Its Environment
General Chemistry I

Physical Geology
Introduction to Astronomy
Concepts of Physics

General Physics IT

The Integration of Skills and Ideas

(Four courses, 1-10 credit hous)

One course in Writing Intensive (03 credit hours)

Requires a prerequisite of PDP-150 or PDP-350 and ENG-110
BIOL/ENVR 312W  Wildlife Ecology and Management
COMM/ENG-255W Multimedia Information Production

ENG-224W
ENG-312W
ENG-318W
ENG-332W
ENG-333W
ENG/GER-334W
ENG/FREN-335W
ENG-343W
ENG-345W
ENG-347W
ENG-366W
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Introduction to American Studies
Technical and Workplace Writing
Whiting in Electronic Environments
Arthurian Literature

Irish Literature

German Literature in Translation

French Literature in Translation
Literature of the Renaissance and the Enlightenment
Literature for Children

Nineteenth Century Children’s Literature
Studies in the Novel



