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100 Years: 
Spiritual Life Institute, Set March 17-19,
To Mark Centennial Of 1892 'Bible Term' 

A century of training leaders in the 
Church of  the Brethren will  be 
celebrated when Bridgewater College 
hosts its annual Spiritual Life Institute 
March 17-19. 

The Institute got its start as the 
College's "Bible Term," first held in 
January 1892. The name was changed to 
the Spiritual Life Institute in 1933. 

Although this is the 100th anniver­
sary of the first Bible Term, this is not the 
100th such gathering. No Institute was 
held during the Depression years, and, 
in some succeeding years, two Institutes 
were scheduled. The 1992 program is 
the 97th Institute. 

The Century Celebration will be held 
March 17, on the first night of the In­
stitute, during an evening worship ser­
vice at Bridgewater Church of the 
Brethren. 

One of the Institute's featured 
speakers, Dr. Graydon F. Snyder, 
professor of New Testament at the 
Chicago Theological Seminary, will 
give the centennial address: "When the 
Waters Stand Still. " 

Bridgewater College President 
Wayne F. Geisert will preside at the ser­
vice, and special music will be provided 
by the College's Concert Choir. The pro­
gram begins at 7:30 p.m. 

In addition to observing the 100-year 
anniversary, the Institute also will 
present Outstanding Service Awards to 

Paul J. Achtemeier 

two church leaders and receive reports 
on church activities in both Czechos­
lovakia and Nigeria. 

Robert E. Jones, retired associate dis­
trict executive of the Virlina District of 
the Church of the Brethren and retired 
manager of the District's Camp Bethel, 
will receive one of the Outstanding Ser­
vice Awards. The second will be 
presented to the Rev. Paul L. Groff, '57, 
who retired in 1991 as pastor of the 
Westminster (Md.) Church of the 
Brethren. Mr. Groff also has served on 
the College's Board of Trustees and cur­
rently is interim pastor of Glade Valley 
Church of the Brethren in Walkersville, 
Md. 

USIA Official To Address '92 Grads 
Dr. Leonard L. Haynes, III, senior consultant with the Bureau of Education 

and Culture of the U.S. Information Agency in Washington, D.C., will address 
Bridgewater College's 112th commencement May 12. 

Dr. Haynes also is an adjunct professor at George Washington University 
and director of the National Issues Forum on Education at the Brookings 
Institute. 

He previously served as Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary Education 
with the U.S. Department of Education in the Bush administration and has been 
associated in faculty and administrative positions with Southern University in 
Baton Rouge, La., Howard University, and the Ohio State University. 

Dr. Haynes has been director of the Office for the Advancement of Public 
Black Colleges and director of the Ford Foundation's Desegregation Policy 
Studies Unit at the Institute for Services to Education, both in Washington, D.C. 

Winter 1992 

Graydon F. Snyder 

The awards presentations are 
scheduled as part of a March 17 dinner 
meeting at which Mr. Groff will speak. 

Lubomir Mirejovsky, who formerly 
headed the Christian Peace Conference 
in Prague, Czechoslovakia, will speak 
on challenges facing the Christian 
church in Czechoslovakia, and Bitrus 
Balami, a Nigerian minister now study­
ing at Bridgewater College, will address 
the Institute on the Church of the 
Brethren in Nigeria. Both men will 
speak at sessions March 18. 

Joining Dr. Snyder as a featured 
speaker at the '92 Institute will be Dr. 
Paul J. Achtemeier, the Herbert Worth 
and Annie H. Jackson Professor of Bibli­
cal Interpretation at Union Theological 
Seminary in Richmond, Va. 

Dr. Snyder and Dr. Achtemeier will 
lead College convocations as well as ad­
dress the Institute. Dr. Snyder will focus 
on Biblical texts that have molded the 
Church of the Brethren; Dr. Achtemeier 
will lead a study of the Gospel of Mark. 

Also speaking at the Institute will be 
Tim McElwee, who was appointed in 
1991 as director of the Washington, 
D.C., office of the Church of the
Brethren.

Registration will open at 1 p.m. 
March 17; information about the 1992 
Spiritual Life Institute is available from 
Dr. Wendell P. Flory,' 40, who is Direc­
tor of Church Relations at Bridgewater 
College. 
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Angelou, Writer, Actress, 
Is Chosen Mow Lecturer 
Maya Angelou, the acclaimed 

writer, poet, and actress, will present 
the 1992 Anna B. Mow Lectures at 
Bridgewater College in March. 

Ms. Angelou is perhaps best known 
for her autobiography, "I Know Why 
the Caged Bird Sings," which was 
nominated for a National Book 
Award, was a Book of the Month Club 
selection, and was made into a CBS 
movie for which she co-authored the 
screenplay. 

Ms. Angelou will speak at 7:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, March 11, in Cole Hall 
and again at 9:10 a.m., Thursday, 
March 12, during convocation. 

The Mow Lectures are held in 
honor and memory of Anna Beahm 
Mow, affectionately known as "Sister 
Anna," whose Christian life was an ex­
ample to a multitude of students and 
colleagues around the world. Dr. 
Mow was a missionary in India from 
1923-1940 and a Professor of Christian 
Education at Bethany Theological 
Seminary in Chicago for 20 years. She 
was a popular speaker whose theme 
of bringing the global family together 
in peace struck a responsive note with 
her audiences. 

Like Dr. Mow, Ms. Angelou has 
been involved in international 
projects. She has taught at The Rome 

Opera House, The Hambina Theatre 
in Tel Aviv, Israel, and the University 
of Ghana, and has been on the 
editorial staff of the Arab Observer in 
Cairo, Egypt, and the African Review in 
Accra, Ghana. 

She has been writer-in-residence at 
the University of Kansas in Lawrence 
and held visiting professorships at 
Wake Forest University, Wichita State 
University, and California State 
University at Sacramento. In addition, 
she has received honorary degrees 
from Smith College, Mills College, 
and Lawrence University. In 1981, Ms. 
Angelou was named the first 
Reynolds Professor of American 
Studies at Wake Forest University, a 
lifetime appointment. 

Another of her books, "Singin' and 
Swingin' and Gettin' Merry Like 
Christmas," was a Book of the Month 
Club Selection, and one of her 
volumes of poetry, "Just Give Me A 
Cool Drink of Water 'Fore I Diie," was 
nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. 

Among her acting roles have been 
Ruby in a European tour of "Porgy 
and Bess," the White Queen in Jean 
Genet's "The Blacks," which won the 
Obie Award in 1961 as the best off­
Broadway play of the year, and as the 
grandmother, Nyo Boto, in Alex 

Maya Angelou 

Haley's "Roots," a role for which she 
won an Emmy nomination. She 
received a Tony for her 1973 portrayal 
of Mrs. Keckley in the Broadway 
production of "Look Away." 

Ms. Angelou also has directed 
programs for educational television 
and written movie scores. 

In 1976, she was named the Ladies 
Home Journal "Woman of the Year in 
Communications," and in 1981, she 
was listed among the Journal's "Top 
100 Most Influential Women." She also 
has received the North Carolina 
Award in Literature, the highest 
literary award the state bestows. 

Ms. Angelou was born in St. Louis 
and grew up in Stamps, Ark., where 
she graduated from Lafayette County 
Training School. She later received 
Yale University's Chubb Fellowship. 

Dr.Brownlee ToAddress 1992Founders Day 
Dr. Paula P. Brownlee, former presi­

dent of Hollins (Va.) College and now 
president of the Association of 
American Colleges, will address two 
Founders Day programs at 
Bridgewater College on Friday, April 3. 

Dr. Brownlee will speak at a 3:30 
p.m. convocation and deliver the fea­
tured address at the Founders Day ban­
quet at 7 p.m.

4 

She is a graduate of Oxford Univer­
sity, where she also received her Ph.D. 
degree in organic chemistry in 1959. 

A native of London, Dr. Brownlee 
has taught and held administrative 
positions at the University of 
Bridgeport, Rutgers University, 
Douglass College, and Union College. 
While president of Hollins College 
from 1981-89, she also was a professor 
of chemistry there. 

She is a Fellow of the Chemical 
Society of London and a member of 
the Royal Chemical Society of London 
as well as a member of the American 
Chemical Society. She has served on 
the board of the National Association 
of Independent Colleges and Univer­
sities and the Association for Religion 
in Intellectual Life. 

Founders Day is held each year in 
recognition of the birth of the College's 
founder, Daniel Christian Flory, on 
April 3, 1854. 

Bridgewater 


