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Dr. Leroy G. Williams

Dr. Laura D. Echols

Dr. David G. Metzler

Prof. Elizabeth L. Kyger

Faculty Welcomes Newcomers...

Five professors will be joining the Bridgewater College fac-
ulty this fall, including two who will be filling new positions in the
biology and psychology departments.

Dr. Stephen F. Baron, a microbial physiologist who is a
postdoctoral fellow at the Medical College of Virginia, has been
appointed assistant professor of biology. Dr. Baron earned his B.S.
and master’s degrees at the University of Dayton and his Ph.D. in
anaerobic microbiology at Virginia Tech. He has taught at J.
Sargeant Reynolds Community College and also has taught mo-
lecular biology techniques to new graduate students at MCV.

Dr. Laura Desportes Echols has been appointed assistant
professor of psychology, a new position funded in part by the Jessie
Ball duPont Fund in support of Bridgewater’s special education
curriculum. Dr. Echols, a graduate of Mary Baldwin College, eamed
a master of education degree in school psychology at James Madi-
son University and a Ph.D. in educational psychology, with con-
centrations in reading and educational research, from the Univer-
sity of Virginia. She comes to Bridgewater from the Virginia De-
partment of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse
Services, where she served as a research and evaluation associate.

Marc A. Poitras, who will receive his Ph.D. in economics
from George Mason University in August, has accepted a one-year
appointment as assistant professor of economics. Prof. Poitras will
replace Dr. David C. Huffman, associate professor of economics,
who will be on sabbatical leave in Japan for the 1995-96 academic
year. Prof. Poitras has taught introductory and upper division courses
at George Mason, where he defended his dissertation, Money and
Economic Activity: An Empirical Investigation, this summer. He is
a graduate of the University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth and
earmned an M.A. in economics at George Mason.

Jean E. Rissler, an instructor in computer science at James
Madison University, will join the Bridgewater faculty with a one-
year appointment as assistant professor of computer science. Prof.
Rissler eamed a B.A. in mathematics from Goshen College and a
master of science degree in computer science at James Madison
University. She has taught in both Somalia and in Kenya.

Dr. Leroy G. Williams, chair of the computer science de-
partment at the U.S. Naval Academy, will join the Bridgewater

faculty as assistant professor of computer science. He is a career
Naval officer who retired this summer, with the rank of Commander,
after 22 years of active service. He received his Ph.D. in informa-
tion technology at George Mason University. Dr. Williams is a
graduate of Heidelberg College in Ohio and earned a master’s de-
gree in computer systems management from the U.S. Naval Post-
graduate School in Monterey, Calif.

...Wishes Retirees Well

Prof. Elizabeth L. Kyger and Dr. David G. Metzler, who
between them have taught at Bridgewater for more than 60 years,
retired from the faculty at the close of the 1994-95 academic year.

Mrs. Kyger, assistant professor of biology, is a graduate of
Winthrop College who earned a master’s degree in botany and zo-
ology from the University of North Carolina. She joined the Bridge-
water faculty in 1954 and returned to teaching in 1965 after taking
a leave of absence from 1958-65 when her children were small.
She is the wife of Dr. M. Ellsworth Kyger, professor of German,
emeritus, at Bridgewater.

Mrs. Kyger is serving her second term as president of the
Shenandoah Chapter of the Virginia Native Plant Society.

Dr. Metzler, professor of philosophy and religion, joined the
Bridgewater faculty in 1958. After serving a pastorate in Massa-
chusetts from 1962-66, he returned to the faculty and also served
14 years as college chaplain.

Dr. Metzler has studied and taught in Europe, the Middle
East and in Nigeria. During the 1993-94 Winter Term and Inter-
term, he studied Christian-Muslim relations at the Tantur Ecumeni-
cal Institute for Theological Studies in Jerusalem. In 1990, he par-
ticipated in an Arab-Islamic Studies Program in Jordan.

A graduate of McPherson College, Dr. Metzler completed
advanced degrees at Bethany Seminary and at the Harvard Univer-
sity School of Divinity before earning a Doctor of Theology de-
gree in systematic theology at the Boston University School of
Theology.

He and his wife Doris will continue to live in Bridgewater as
will the Kygers in their retirement.
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Reviewers Praise

Dr. Carl F. Bowman’s new book, Brethren Society: The Cul-
tural Transformation of a “Peculiar People,” has been described
as “fascinating,” “brilliant,” “unique, creative and well-written.”

Dr. Bowman himself calls its approach “living history.”

In the book, published in March by The Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Press, he examines how Brethren have dealt with contro-
versies that caused them to examine the tenets of their faith. He
notes that the denomination’s membership has declined as the Breth-
ren have shed their “peculiarity” and moved more into the reli-
gious mainstream.

In 50 years, herelates, the Brethren dropped Amish-like habits
for ones more akin to those of Baptists and Methodists. As an ex-
ample, he uses the church’s official position of denouncing mili-

‘Peculiar People’

tary service. Yet, many Brethren are supportive of church mem-
bers who do not share this view. There was a time, he notes, when
a Brethren would have been “disowned” by the church for taking a
position that conflicted with official policy.

In early June, the book was the focus of a three-day confer-
ence sponsored at Dr. Bowman’s alma mater, Elizabethtown Col-
lege, by its Young Center for the Study of Anabaptist and Pietist
Groups. At the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference later in
June, Dr. Bowman addressed several groups, had a book-signing at
the conference bookstore and sold all of the copies he had avail-
able.

Brethren Society: The Cultural Transformation of a “Pecu-
liar People” is available in the Bridgewater College bookstore.

Summers Combine
Travel, Conferences

The Bridgewater faculty has scattered for professional re-
newal during the summer. Among those with the more exotic des-
tinations are these:

Dr. Carole C. Grove, associate professor of education and
program coordinator for the special education program, is present-
ing a paper, “Exceptional Students Become Exceptional Adults:
Exceptionalities Across the Lifespan,” at the biennial conference
in August of the International Association of Special Education in
Brighton, England.

Dr. Barbara P. Long, professor of foreign languages, and
her husband Robert led a high school study tour to Europe in June.

Dr. Lynn McGovern-Waite, associate professor of Span-
ish, is presenting a paper, “Subversion and Parody in Two Novels
by Lourdes Ortiz,” at the conference of the Hispanic Association
for the Humanities being held in early August in Madrid, Spain.

Dr. David K. McQuilkin, professor of history and political
science, attended an international faculty development seminar,
“German Unification: From Euphoria to Disillusion,” in Berlin.

Dr. Susan D. Muterspaugh, instructor in foreign languages,
participated in a seminar in Paris sponsored by the National En-
dowment for the Humanities on “Surveying Paris: Urban Space
and Urban Culture in the Early Modern City.”

Link Receives National Scholarship

Cathy A. Link, assistant director of development for founda-
tion and corporate relations, has been awarded the 1995 Mandel
Premier National Scholarship, which includes a full scholarship
plus a stipend, to attend Case Western Reserve University in Cleve-
land, Ohio. Ms. Link will be enrolled in Case Western’s graduate
program in non-profit management, a 17-month program leading
to the master’s degree. Her resignation from the Bridgewater staff
was effective July 31.
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Marine Corps Cites Benson

Marine Col. James H. Benson, executive assistant to the presi-
dent and director of planning at Bridgewater, received his third
award of the Legion of Merit for operations in and around the Re-
public of Haiti during his retirement ceremony June 16 in Norfolk.
A decorated Vietnam veteran with tours of duty in Japan and
Panama, he retired from the U.S. Marine Corps on July 1 after 26
years of service. President and Mrs. Stone attended the retirement
ceremony at the Norfolk Naval Base.

Col. Benson, amember of Bridgewater’s Class of ’65, earned
amaster’s degree in physical education from the University of Ten-
nessee and a master’s in public administration from Penn State. He
joined the Bridgewater staff on April 1.

.
College Seeks To Fill
Development Posts

Bridgewater College is accepting applications for two
positions in its Development Office.

A full-time Annual Fund Director will be hired this
fall to work closely with the Director of Alumni Relations
and with the Director of Development in coordinating the
program of annual giving.

The college also will be hiring a Director of Founda-
tion and Corporate Relations. A strong background in suc-
cessful grant-writing is preferred. .

Applications or suggestions of qualified potential ap-
plicants should be sent to James H. Benson, Executive As-
sistant to the President, College Box 23, Bridgewater Col-
lege, Bridgewater, VA 22812-1599. Applications will be
accepted until Sept. 1 or until the position is filled.




